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Welcome from the Headteacher 

I am pleased to present our Sixth Form Prospectus to you.  We are convinced that the experience 
provided by this school offers the very best opportunity to students following success at GCSE. 

The Sixth Form at JHGS combines a very high level of expertise in A-level teaching with a highly 
supportive and professional pastoral environment. This will, we believe, enable each student to adjust 
smoothly to the different demands and challenges involved in becoming a senior member of the 
school; and to the very different levels of expectation and styles of work which are required of the 
students if they are to realise their potential in the relatively short time available.  The evidence is in 
the results which are outstanding and our value added results were the highest of any grammar school 
in the area in recent years. 

We expect our students to participate fully in the life of the school through sport and extra-curricular 
activities, or as a member of the Prefect teams.  We encourage involvement with the wider community 
through our outreach programme and through volunteer work with a number of local charities 
including Horizons Sports.  There are also additional academic opportunities such as the Extended 
Project qualification, science Olympiad competitions and student-led societies.  It is very important 
that students gain experience of leadership, teamwork and challenging situations outside of the 
classroom in order to develop the skills and attributes important to success in life.  

We hope that the information contained here, together with that which will be available on our Open 
Evening (Wednesday 6th November 2019), will help you in your choice of subjects at A-level.  If you 
need further information, please do not hesitate to ask any member of staff or contact the school. 

We look forward to welcoming you to our Sixth Form in September 2020. 

Yours sincerely, 

        

 

 

Tracey Hartley 

Headteacher 
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Welcome from the Director of Sixth Form 

I strongly believe that John Hampden offers a first class opportunity for young men to continue their 
development, both academic and personal, building on their performance at GCSE.  The academic 
benefits of joining this Sixth Form are clear to see. First and foremost, the school has a proven record 
of success at A-level. I am proud to say that we achieve some of the highest value added scores for A-
level Sixth Form students in Buckinghamshire and this is as a result of students having strong 
aspirations, staff being highly qualified and the approach we adopt to making study in the Sixth Form a 
fulfilling experience.    
  
The Sixth Form offers a social, friendly and welcoming environment. We utilise a vertical tutoring 
system, where students from Lower and Upper Sixth combine as we believe this encourages cohesion 
between the year groups.   The fact that both year groups work closely together to support and 
motivate each other throughout the academic year not only promotes a good working environment 
but prepares the students for higher education where they will mix with different age groups. 

Our highly professional Sixth Form pastoral team play a pivotal role in supporting students throughout 
their time in the school so that they develop the skills, attributes and resilience to be successful in 
today’s society. We are also lucky to have a team of highly experienced Form Tutors who meet their 
tutees for 20 minutes each day. During this time, students are encouraged to take control of their 
learning, giving them the chance to develop their cultural awareness, promote effective study skills and 
engage in lively debate or discussions. 

One of the many highlights of my role, is seeing potential turning into reality. There is no denying that 
our Sixth Formers take an active role in the school and wider community to make a real difference. I 
have seen evidence of this year on year, whether that be school improvements led by the Prefect 
Team, the hundreds of pounds raised for local charities by Sixth Form students completing activities 
such as the ‘3 Peaks Challenge’ and also from primary school students writing letters to us saying how 
they can’t wait to come to this ‘big school’, having been mentored by one of our own. Parents and 
visitors to the school often comment on how Sixth Form students are a true testament to the young 
men they hope their sons will become. 

My genuine hope for any student who joins us at John Hampden is that he will attain the necessary 
skills and academic qualifications to open doors to the opportunities which will make him a successful 
adult. 

I look forward to meeting you during our Sixth Form open 
evening on Wednesday 6th November and to supporting you in 
the next chapter of your academic career.  

Yours sincerely, 

 

Miss Burrow 

Assistant Headteacher – Director of Sixth Form 
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Welcome from the Head Boy  

When choosing where to complete my Sixth Form studies, one thing really stood out for me about this 
school, the community. John Hampden Grammar School is more than just a place where students 
come to learn, it’s where they come to thrive. I believe that our motto “Quit ye like men” best 
embodies this. Our school is not solely about academic success, although we are very successful in that 
respect, nor is it limited to our sporting or musical success. Instead, it is about nurturing students to 
truly become the best version of themselves so that they can be to become gentlemen in all respects, 
inside and outside of the classroom.  
 
As a consequence of this, one of the most important parts of the John Hampden community is the 
teacher-pupil relationship. Throughout my entire time in the Sixth Form, I am yet to come across a 
teacher that isn’t truly passionate about their subject and the well-being of their students. The quality 
of teaching is second to none; teachers really provide students with challenging learning opportunities 
to ensure that they make significant progress over their time in the Sixth Form.  
 
The Sixth Form team at this school help student to reach their goals, preparing them for making the 
important choices of life post-John Hampden. For me personally, this has included help through Oxford 
applications, mock-interview practice and support on writing an effective personal statement. As a 
year group, we have also had external speakers from universities, gap year specialist and degree 
apprenticeships to ensure that we are well informed of our options.  
 
The school is incredibly well rounded; we host a variety of musical and theatre productions every year, 
take part in outreach and volunteer work, all whilst offering a wide variety of sports all of which can be 
taken to a high level within the school. This means if you join John Hampden you become part of 
something much bigger than just the school name. As a result of this, being part of the John Hampden 
Sixth Form is still something that I am still immensely proud of, the same way that I am proud to be 
Head Boy. I truly feel that no other school mixes academic success and personal success the same way 
that this school does.  
 
I would like to take the opportunity to thank you 
for expressing an interest in the John Hampden 
Sixth Form.  
 

  Kind regards,   

Jack Murzynowski 

Head Boy, on behalf of the Student Body. 
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Sixth Form Curriculum 
At John Hampden, students enrol in a 2-year linear A-level programme of study and have the option to elect a 
combination of subjects from a choice of 23 subjects, detailed later in this prospectus. We provide students 
with a wide variety of opportunities, which go beyond the normal core offer of other Sixth Forms. The below 
picture shows just some of these:  

 

 

Choosing A-levels 
A-levels are a significant step up in academic work, and in choosing them students must be sure that they have 
a genuine interest in the subjects they choose and that they have the ability (both realised and potential) to 
cope with the work demands of the course.   

In addition to the Sixth Form team, John Hampden has a dedicated Careers Advisor to support students in 
making the right choice for them. We would advise students to think carefully about their options post-JHGS 
and ensure that their A-level choices match the entry requirements needed. www.ucas.com can be used even 
at this stage to support decisions made at A-level.  

http://www.ucas.com/
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If you are considering applying to Oxford, Cambridge or medicine, dentistry or veterinary science you are 
strongly recommended to speak to one of the Sixth Form team regarding your A-level choices.  It should be 
noted that to apply for any of these places/subjects, the expectation is that your GCSE results will 
predominantly feature grade 8 and above.  

 

Personal and Social Development 
Personal and Social Development, otherwise known as PSD, allows students to develop the knowledge, skills 
and attributes they need to keep themselves healthy and safe, and prepare for life and work in modern Britain. 
At John Hampden, we appreciate the importance of PSD and value the active role it plays in safeguarding our 
students and community. The PSD curriculums in the Lower Sixth and Upper Sixth consist of three core themes 
and one additional theme as depicted in the image below: 

 

 

 

 

Leadership  
At John Hampden, a key advantage to joining the Sixth Form is the opportunities to develop leadership skills.  
All students are encouraged to apply for a role on the Prefect team, which is not only an asset on a 
university/apprenticeship application, but a chance to make a positive, tangible contribution to the school and 
wider community. Leadership roles vary from Head Boy/Deputy Head Boy, Heads of House, Men in Black, 
Sports Captains to Junior and Senior Prefects leading on a distinct aspect of school life such as: Safeguarding, 
Academic, Charity and Community.  
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Sport 
For students who have played sport regularly throughout their school years; and therefore have a good ability 
level in their chosen sport, John Hampden offers a strong, competitive fixtures list across a number of sports 
including: 

Football: 1st XI (September- April) 
Rugby: 1st XV (September- December) 
Hockey: 1st XI (January- April) 
Squash: U17 and U19 A and B teams (all year) 
Swimming: Entry into National competitions and local league galas (September- March) 
Cricket: 1st XI and 2nd XI (April- July). Annual entry into the Reading Blue Coat Festival and the Bablake Festival 
(a three day trip to the West Midlands). In 2019, the school played its inaugural fixture against MCC to 
commemorate the school’s 125th anniversary and this will become a regular fixture 
 
All senior matches are played on Wednesday afternoons and a regular training schedule with highly qualified 
staff/coaches is offered to ensure teams are prepared for success in competition. Our first teams now tour 
regularly. Recent tours include: the senior hockey team tour to India; the senior cricket team tour to Barbados 
and the senior squash team tour to Spain.   

Individual athletes are also given the opportunity to compete for the school under the John Hampden name, 
especially where there are school-based events in that sport. Sixth Form students this year have competed in 
biathlon, horse riding, tennis and table tennis, to name but a few.  

We are proud to celebrate the achievements of our students and ex-students, including those who have 
competed at international level in Hockey in the 2016 Olympics, Swimming at the Youth Commonwealth 
Games and represented GB at table tennis and rowing. Other individuals have competed at national level in 
athletics, boxing and cross country.  

Students in the Sixth Form are allowed access to our onsite weights room and we offer a deal in collaboration 
with Wycombe leisure centre for use of their gym/weights room after-school for a small daily payment. In 
addition, all Year 12 students have one PE lesson each week as a chance to play recreational sport. Students 
rotate through sports of their choice on a 5 week cycle.  

We understand the importance sport plays in our students’ lives and therefore athletes are supported in their 
commitments to their sport, alongside their academic studies. 

Swimming • Senior National Final bronze medal (2017)  
• Senior National Finals (2018) 

 

Football • Last 32 ESFA 2018 season 
• Last 64 ESFA 2017 season 

Cricket • Bablake T20 tournament winners (2019) 

Squash • U19 National Finalists (2017, 2018)  

Rugby • National Vase, Quarter finalists (2017) 
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A-level Results 
 

Percentage of grades 
that are A* 

Percentage of grades 
that are A*-A 

Percentage of grades 
that are A*-B 

Percentage of grades 
that are A*-C 

8.3% 30.6% 64.7% 84.1% 

 

Our A-level results have been consistently high over the past few years.  Over 30% of our grades in 2019 were 
an A* or A, and 65% were grade B or above. This allows the vast majority of our students to apply to leading 
universities or apprenticeship schemes and to secure their first choices. Students make more progress in the 
Sixth Form (between their GCSE and A-levels) than the national average. The progress of students is tracked 
carefully and we work hard to support students who may be struggling with their course of study. 

Subject Entries A* A B C D 

Art and Design 7 - 1 3 1 2 

Biology 45 3 8 19 7 2 

Business Studies 25 0 6 10 6 3 

Chemistry 52 2 15 16 10 5 

Computer Science 16 1 1 4 3 5 

Economics 30 2 6 17 1 3 

English Literature 11 1 2 5 1 1 

French 1 - 1 - - - 

Geography 39 4 11 14 8 2 
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German 3 - - 2 - 1 

History 16 - 4 4 6 2 

Mathematics 59 9 19 10 9 7 

Further Mathematics 8 2 2 3 1 - 

Music 3 - 1 1 1 - 

Music Technology 2 - - - 2 - 

Physics 38 7 6 6 10 5 

Politics 12 - 2 7 3 - 

Product Design 2 - 1 1 - - 

Psychology 19 1 - 8 6 2 

Religious Studies 14 - 4 5 4 1 

Spanish 8 2 1 5 - - 

Sports Science 10 1 3 4 1 1 
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Destinations 
Please find below the details of our leavers destinations for 2019: 

Most popular destinations this year (44) were: 

• Nottingham (7) 
• Bath (7) 
• Portsmouth (7) 
• Nottingham Trent (5) 
• Cardiff (5) 
• Lancaster (5) 
• Warwick (5) 

 

Most popular courses include: 

• Science (17)  
• Business (15) 
• Economics (11) 
• Engineering - including mechanical/electrical/civil and chemical (11)  

 

Other less conventional courses included: 

• Animation 
• Yacht and Powercraft Design 
• War, Peace and International Relations 
• Songwriting 
• Mechatronics and Autonomous Systems 

 
We do have a growing number of students who decide to apply for a degree apprenticeships. Companies 
where they have been successful include: 

• GSK 
• PwC 
• Pinewood Studies 
• Deloitte 
• Dyson 
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Applying to John Hampden Grammar School  
Internal Candidate 
 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Students submit 
choices 

Friday   
29 November 2019 

List of students’ subject 
choices to HoD’s  

GCSE Results Published 
Thursday 20 August 2020 

 

Open Evening 
Wednesday 

6 November 2019 

Options Blocks Created 

Meetings with Sixth Form Admissions 
Team/SLT to finalise choices in option 

blocks 
January 2020 

Mock results published 
Advice sent to students/parents if concern 

over general entry criteria  
February 2020 

 

SIXTH FORM INDUCTION DAY 
Students start the new A-level courses 
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External Candidate 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Open Evening 
Wednesday 6 November 2019 

Application forms sent to JHGS by 
Friday 29 November 2019 

JHGS acknowledges application 
(by e-mail where address has been 

provided) 

Results Day 
Thursday 20 August 2020 

Applicant calls JHGS to arrange 
meeting if results match entry criteria, 
and must be available to come in for 

meeting on 20 August or morning of 21 
 

SIXTH FORM INDUCTION DAY 
Students start the new A-level courses 

JHGS sends for and receives GCSE 
grade predictions from present 

school early in 2020 

External Applicant Afternoon 
Meet with Senior Team/Admissions 

Staff 
February 2020 

Places are confirmed to 
successful applicants by 

Friday 21 August 2020 
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External entry to the Sixth Form 
John Hampden Grammar School has an excellent reputation as a centre for Sixth Form studies, and for this 
reason many students join us from other schools at Sixth Form level each year.  It has been our experience that 
new students settle into the school very quickly.  Within a week or two, the student body has become a 
coherent unit with no distinction being drawn between those continuing into the Sixth Form and those who 
have recently joined us.  This is shown by the number of external students who feel confident enough to apply 
for roles in our Junior Prefect team; many of whom are successful and play an important role in improving the 
school/Sixth Form further.  

 
Sometimes difficulties may arise in moving to A-level study in certain subjects, if the curriculum at a student’s 
former school has not been designed to lead on to the higher level.  Fortunately, because of the wealth of 
experience we have within the school of students joining us at this stage, staff are aware of the problems and 
the work is planned and help given in such a way as to overcome the difficulties successfully. 
 

All students can achieve in the Sixth Form. Our support coupled with your commitment to work hard and 
respond to teacher advice will produce the results you need!  

Comments from External Students 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

"The step up from GCSE to A-level is huge.  I feel that I have coped with this step reasonably 
well.  The work is challenging, but in the long run is going to be worth it, as I feel that I will 

obtain good A-level grades at the John Hampden Grammar School.  I feel that I have settled 
in well to the Sixth Form and am actually enjoying the experience.  I feel that I have made 

the right choice in coming to the Sixth Form at John Hampden Grammar School and hope to 
get the most out of it." 

"I chose John Hampden Grammar School over many other schools in the area to get the 
extra “push” that I required to get the good grades at my A-level subjects.  The courses are 
challenging, yet exciting, and invoke new ideas and trains of thought for me to follow over 

the two-year period, after which I aim to continue my higher education at a university.  I feel 
that John Hampden Grammar School was, and has been, the best choice I have ever made 

for myself over the past two or three years.  I needed a change and I’ve got it!" 

 

"I have found my A-levels challenging and interesting and I feel I have settled in well within 
the Sixth Form.  I enjoy the fact that I am studying the subjects which I am passionate 

about." 
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General Entry Requirements 
Our entry requirements are as follows – ALL of these requirements must be met: 

 To study three full A-levels, a minimum of 8 full course GCSEs. A minimum of 44 points is required 
calculated by taking the best 8 full course GCSEs or equivalent qualifications taken at first sitting with a 
minimum grade 5 in English Language and Mathematics.   

 To study four full A-levels, a minimum of 8 full course GCSEs. A minimum of 64 points is required 
calculated by taking the best 8 full course GCSEs or equivalent qualifications taken at first sitting, with a 
minimum grade 5 in English Language and Mathematics.   

 
In addition, candidates must meet the entry requirements for each course for which they have applied as 
follows: 

Subject Specific Criteria 
 

Subject Criteria 

Art 6 at GCSE 

Biology 7 in Biology GCSE OR minimum 7-7 Combined Science OR 6 in Biology GCSE 
(6-6 Combined Science) with a 7 in Mathematics GCSE.  

Business Studies 5 if studied at GCSE. (If not studied at GCSE, 5 in English Language or English 
Literature required) 

Chemistry 7 in Chemistry GCSE OR minimum 7-7 Combined Science OR 6 in Chemistry 
GCSE (6-6 Combined Science) with a 7 in Mathematics GCSE.  

Computer Science 6 in Maths and 6 in Computer Science (if studied at GCSE). Studying Maths 
A-level would be beneficial.  

D&T Product Design 6 in Design Technology GCSE. 6 in Maths GCSE. 

Drama (Wycombe High 
School) 

6 in English Literature or English Language GCSE. 6 in Drama GCSE if studied 
but Drama GCSE not required; however you need to show evidence of an 
interest in the theatre. 

Economics If Business Studies has been taken at GCSE, then a 5 minimum must have 
been attained. 6 in English Language or English Literature and 6 in 
Mathematics is required.  

English Literature 6 in English Language GCSE and 6 in English Literature GCSE 

Extend Project Qualification 6 in English language or literature and a minimum GCSE total points score of 
56 based on the 8 full course separate GCSE passes 

French 6 in French GCSE (g7 and above strongly recommended) 

Further Maths 8 in Maths GCSE, 9 is preferable. 

Geography 6 in Geography GCSE; 6 in English Literature 

German 6 in German GCSE (7 and above strongly recommended) 
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History 6 in History GCSE 

Maths 7 in Maths GCSE 

Music 6 in GCSE Music and good grade 5 music pass in performance 

Music Technology 5 in GCSE Music 

Physical Education 6 in GCSE PE or 6 in GCSE Biology or 6-6 in Additional Science.  In addition 
we would expect students to have, at a minimum, regularly represented the 
School in one or more sports or be playing competitive club sport outside of 
school or have a strong coaching background with NGB qualifications 

Physics 7 in Physics GCSE OR minimum 7-7 Combined Science OR 6 in Physics GCSE 
(6-6 Combined Science) with a 7 in Mathematics GCSE.  

Politics 6 in English or 6 in History GCSE.  No requirement to have studied at GCSE 

Psychology 6 in English Language or English Literature.  No requirement to have studied 
at GCSE.  

Religious Studies Must have studied Full or Short-Course GCSE RS and achieved a grade 6. 

Spanish  6 in Spanish GCSE (7 and above strongly recommended) 
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Subject Choices 
Please find on the following pages the details of the subject specific course information.  
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Art (Fine Art) 
 

Aims  To develop and expand technical skills established during GCSE. 
 To develop pupils’ creative ability to become fully independent and more dynamic as 

artists. 
 To encourage innovative, intelligent and effective personal responses to various 

stimuli. 
 To develop an understanding and appreciation of Art throughout history and the 

world. 
 To make students aware of opportunities available within the area of Art & Design. 

 
Content 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

All students undertake a course following the AQA 7202 specification there will be a strong 
emphasis on drawing skills. Students will spend the majority of their first year developing 
their skills and knowledge, then students will start their personal portfolio project, which is 
completely self-directed under a title of their choice. After this they will work on the 
externally set assignment, working from given starting points culminating in outcome(s) 
produced in the 15-hour exam. The programme of study includes visits to local or national 
galleries and museums. 
Areas of study: Students are required to work in one or more of the following areas of Fine 
Art, they may explore overlapping areas and combinations of areas: drawing and painting, 
mixed media including collage and assemblage, sculpture, ceramics, installation, printmaking, 
photography and moving image (film, video, animation). 
Skills and techniques: Students will be required to demonstrate skills in all of the following: 
 Appreciation of different approaches to recording images, such as observation, 

analysis, expression and imagination.  
 Awareness of intended audience or purpose of their chosen area(s) of Fine Art. 
 Understanding of the conventions of figurative/representational and abstract 

imagery and genres. 
 Appreciation of different ways of working.  
 Understanding of pictorial space, composition, rhythm, scale and structure. 
 Appreciation of colour, line, tone, texture, shape and form. 

Knowledge and Understanding: Students must show knowledge and understanding: 
• How ideas, feelings and meanings can be conveyed and interpreted in images and 

artefacts in the chosen area(s) of study within Fine Art. 
• Historical, contemporary developments and different styles and genres. 
• How images and artefacts relate to social, environmental, cultural and or ethical 

contexts and to the time and place they were created. 
• Continuity and change in different styles, genres and traditions relevant to Fine Art. 
• A working vocabulary and specialist terminology that is relevant to their chosen 

area(s) of Fine Art. 
Assessment   COMPONENT       

                              

 NAME OF COMPONENT TIMING OF 
ASSESSMENT 

 

 

Component 1 

7202/C 

60% 

 

Personal Investigation  

(including a written 
personal study) 

Summer term Lower 
Sixth and winter term 
of Upper Sixth 
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 Component 2 

7202/X 

40% 

 

Externally Set Assignment Spring and Summer 
Upper Sixth 

 

Exam Board     AQA 
Information Art is a long established, highly regarded examined course and is seen as desirable, and in 

most cases essential, for entry to many universities and foundation colleges.  Areas of further 
study include: Fine Art, architecture, painting, Fine Art sculpture, printmaking, graphic design, 
interior design, textile design, art & cultural history, media studies and advertising. Students 
from JHGS have gone on to top universities such as UCL and St Martins. 
 

Student 
Comment 

“Taking Art is a commitment; you have to be dedicated but it’s so different to any other 
subject. I enjoy the creative process both practically and intellectually. You get treated as an 
individual and get a lot of one to one support. You explore what Art is to you. You truly learn 
to become independent during the course. It’s genuinely changed my approach to learning in 
all of my subjects.” 
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Biology 
 

Aims  To stimulate students and both sustain and develop their interest in biology. 
 To build on the demands of the National Curriculum in science by developing 

concepts to greater depths and extending them to new areas of application. 
 To provide a suitable foundation for the study of Biology or related courses in further 

and higher education. 
 To promote the application of biological principles to problems including those of a 

personal, social, environmental, economic and technological nature. 
 

Content Topics covered during the two year course include: Cell structure; biological molecules; 
enzymes; exchange    surfaces; transport in animals and plants; communicable diseases; 
biodiversity; classification and evolution; homeostasis; nervous system; endocrine system; 
plant and animal responses; photosynthesis; respiration; cellular control; patterns of 
inheritance; manipulating genomes; cloning and biotechnology; ecosystems; populations and 
sustainability. 
 

Assessment UNITS % OF FINAL 
ASSESSMENT 

NAME OF UNIT TIMING OF  
ASSESSMENT 

1.   37% Biological Processes Summer Upper 
Sixth 

2.   37% Biological Diversity Summer Upper 
Sixth 

3.   26% Unified biology Summer Upper 
Sixth 

4.  Pass/Fail Practical endorsement for biology   Throughout Upper 
and Lower Sixth 

 

Exam Board  OCR 
Information Biology is now a named/required subject for many universities for entry into medicine, unlike 

the previous 10 years or so, and therefore is a highly regarded A-level and it is necessary or 
useful for a wide variety of courses including:- 
 
Veterinary science, dentistry, ophthalmic, biochemistry, zoology, botany, microbiology, food 
science, marine biology, physiology, horticulture, ecology, sports science. 
 
A-level Chemistry is a useful combination but it is not essential as all necessary Chemistry will 
be covered.  Other subjects which complement biology include Physics, Physical Education, 
Mathematics and Geography, especially if one intends to follow an environmentally based 
course. 
 

Student “A-level Biology is an enjoyable subject which is easy to relate to problems experienced in the 
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Comment real world. There is a lot of content to take in but there are a lot of resources to support the 
lessons.  Much of the theory is backed up with practical exercises and you can prove the 
theory to yourself.” 
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Business Studies 
 

Aims  A critical understanding of organisations, and the markets they serve. 
 To understand that business behaviour can be studied from the perspectives of all 

stakeholders (customers, managers, creditors, owners/shareholders, employees, and 
society). 

 Decision making skills, that utilise knowledge and information to come to informed 
choices. 

 An awareness of current business practice. 
 

Content Students will study the principles of setting up and running a business and reflect on the 
external factors affecting the business. They will develop knowledge of Business theory and 
how it is applied to real world business scenarios 

1. What is business? 

2. Managers, leadership and decision making 

3. Decision making to improve marketing performance 

4. Decision making to improve operational performance 

5. Decision making to improve financial performance 

6. Decision making to improve human resource performance 

7. Analysing the strategic position of a business  

8. Choosing strategic direction  

9. Strategic methods: how to pursue strategies 

10. Managing strategic change  

 
Assessment Assessment takes the form of 2 modules each consisting of a range of 20 multiple choice 

questions and a choice of case studies worth 50 marks. 

UNITS % OF FINAL 
ASSESSMENT 

NAME OF UNIT TIMING OF ASSESSMENT 

1 33.3% Bus1 Multiple choice + Short 
Answer & Essay. 2 Hour 

End of Upper 6th 

2 33.3% Bus2 Three data response 
exercises  

End of Upper 6th 

3 33.3% Bus3 One long case study  End of Upper 6th 

 

Exam Board  AQA 
Information Business Studies is often combined with arts or science subjects such as Maths, English, 

History, Geography, Physics or a Modern Language, and many universities now offer degrees 
in Business and Languages. 
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Many students go on to study both three year and sandwich Business courses at university, 
and the department offers suggestions as to appropriate courses. 
 

Student 
Comment 

“Business Studies is an interesting course which applies theory to the real world so you can 
see how they work. It is enjoyable assessing why some firms have been successful and how 
other have made mistakes.” 
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Chemistry 
 

Aims  To stimulate and sustain the study of chemistry through an experimental approach. 
 To show the relevance of chemistry to the environment in which we live. 
 To develop practical skills, imaginative and critical thinking as well as the acquisition 

of knowledge. 
 To provide the skills and knowledge for those students who wish to study chemistry 

or a related discipline to a higher level, and those students who wish to apply the 
gained skills to a different course of study or employment.  
 

Content Topics covered during the two year course include: hydrocarbons; analytical techniques; 
polymers; bonding; mole calculations; pH; enthalpy and entropy calculations; electrode 
potentials and transition elements.  
 

Assessment 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

UNITS % OF FINAL 
ASSESSMENT 

NAME OF UNIT TIMING OF ASSESSMENT 

1.  37% Periodic table, elements and 
physical chemistry 

Summer Upper Sixth 

2.   37% Synthesis and analytical 
techniques 

Summer Upper Sixth 

3.  26% Unified chemistry Summer Upper Sixth 

4.  Pass/Fail Practical endorsement for 
chemistry   

Throughout Upper and 
Lower Sixth 

 

Exam Board  OCR 
Information 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Chemistry course is challenging and therefore highly valued in the outside world.  A 
student who is prepared to work hard will achieve a good grade. 
 
Practical work forms an important part in Chemistry.  All units contain a wide variety of 
practical work to help students gain a good knowledge and understanding of important ideas.  
Students need to have a good knowledge of Mathematics to study A-level Chemistry.   
 
Having an A-level Chemistry qualification is rather like having an open flight ticket to any 
destination in the world - it gives you great choice.  It will enable entry into careers in: 
chemistry, chemicals manufacture, research and development, agriculture, biochemistry, 
dentistry, chemical engineering, environmental science, food science, forensic science, 
geology, medicine, material science, metallurgy, pharmacy, veterinary science, water analysis 
and management, public service, education, sales and marketing and accountancy.  
 

Student 
Comment 

“Chemistry opens up many opportunities such as studies in medicine, dentistry, and many 
other related subjects.  The work load is demanding and intermittently high, with some 
research having to be carried out for tutorial purposes.  Having said this, many of the practical 
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aspects are enjoyable and thought provoking.  Mathematical and recall skills are of benefit to 
succeed in the subject, not only this but your personal determination to do well is also 
important.” 
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Computer Science 
 

Introduction Students wishing to enter this subject do not need to have completed a GCSE course in 
Computing. However, if they haven’t studied GCSE, they will be required to attend additional 
programming workshops to develop their understanding to base level. There will be a lot of 
factual learning to catch up on and therefore high motivation is crucial.  The programming part 
of the course also requires the ability to think logically.  It is a course in Computer Science, not 
ICT. Word-processed coursework accounts for 20% of the final mark and good organisational 
skills are required.    
 
This course provides a suitable foundation for the study of Computer Science or a related area 
through a range of higher education courses.  
 

Aims The course should encourage students to develop: 
 
 The capacity for thinking creatively, innovatively, analytically, logically and critically 
 An understanding of the organisation of computer systems including software, 

hardware, data, communications and people 
 The ability to apply skills, knowledge and understanding of computing, including 

programming, in a range of contexts to solve problems 
 Project and time management skills 
 The capacity to see relationships between different aspects of the subject and perceive 

their field of study in a broader perspective 
 An awareness of emerging technologies and an application of their potential impact on 

society. 
 

Content Students will study: 
 Impact of computer science on society, logic, programming methodologies, including 

problem solving and the characteristics of computer systems 
 Computer architecture, communication, data representation, organisation and 

structure of data, programs, algorithms and software applications  
 Design and organisation of information systems, including systems analysis and design, 

software design and system implementation. 
 Project work including the analysis, design, prototype, refine and implementation of a 

system together with an approach to evaluating. 
 Information systems development, including system implementation strategies, project 

management and the need for team work, data structures, algorithms and 
programming. 
 

Assessment  UNITS % OF FINAL 
ASSESSMENT 

NAME OF UNIT TIMING/TYPE OF 
ASSESSMENT 

 1.  40% Computer Systems 

 

Summer Upper Sixth 
(Written exam)  

 2.  40% Algorithms and programming Summer Upper Sixth 
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(Written exam) 

 3.  20% Programming project Summer Upper Sixth 
(Non-exam 
assessment) 

 

Exam Board  OCR 

Student 
Comment 

“Since I was offered a place on the A-level Computer Science course, my perspective towards 
computers and the applications of computers in the world we live in has altered drastically.  
The particular aspect of Computing which can prove to be the most rewarding is the 
programming.  However, this can cause much frustration as well.  The subject from start to 
finish is a very challenging course, requiring organisation and lateral thinking.” 
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Design & Technology (Product Design) 
 

Introduction Product Design is a course requiring a two-year commitment. It will broadly suit those 
students who have achieved at least Grade 6 at GCSE Design Technology, the emphasis being 
upon materials, processes and manufacturing. 
 
Equipping students with design skills for the future - Students will be able to recognise 
design needs and develop an understanding of how current global issues, including integrating 
technology, impacts on today’s world. 
 
Encourages creativity and innovation - At A-level students will have the confidence to 
innovate and produce creative design solutions as they develop their own design brief with a 
client/end user. 
 

Aims The aims and objectives of this qualification are to enable students to: 
 
 Use creativity and imagination when applying iterative design processes to develop and 

modify designs, and to design and make prototypes that solve real world problems, 
considering their own and others’ needs, wants, aspirations and values. 

 Identify market needs and opportunities for new products, initiate and develop design 
solutions, and make and test prototypes. 

 Acquire subject knowledge in design and technology, including how a product can be 
developed through the stages of prototyping, realisation and commercial manufacture. 

 Take every opportunity to integrate and apply their understanding and knowledge from 
other subject areas studied during Key Stage 4, with a particular focus on science and 
mathematics, and those subjects they are studying alongside A-level Design and 
Technology. 

 Be open to taking design risks, showing innovation and enterprise while considering their 
role as responsible designers and citizens. 

 Develop intellectual curiosity about the design and manufacture of products and 
systems, and their impact on daily life and the wider world. 

 Work collaboratively to develop and refine their ideas, responding to feedback from 
users, peers and expert practitioners. 

 Gain an insight into the creative, engineering and/or manufacturing industries 
 Develop the capacity to think creatively, innovatively and critically through focused 

research and exploration of design opportunities arising from the needs, wants and 
values of users and clients. 

 Develop an in-depth knowledge and understanding of materials, components and 
processes associated with the creation of products that can be tested and evaluated in 
use. 

 Be able to make informed design decisions through an in-depth understanding of the 
management and development of taking a design through to a prototype. 

 Be able to create and analyse a design concept and use a range of skills and knowledge 
from other subject areas, including mathematics and science, to inform decisions in 
design and the application or development of technology. 

 Be able to work safely and skilfully to produce high-quality prototypes have a critical 
understanding of the wider influences on design and technology, including cultural, 
economic, environmental, historical and social factors. 

 Develop the ability to draw on and apply a range of skills and knowledge from other 
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subject areas, the use of mathematics and science for analysis and informing decisions in 
design. 
 

Content  In Lower Sixth, students will undertake a number of small projects in order for them to 
acquire subject knowledge in design and technology, including how a product can be 
developed through the stages of prototyping, realisation and commercial manufacture. 
 
Content is split into 3 sections: 
 
 Core technical principles   
 Core design and making principles. 
 Specialist knowledge. 

 
Maths and science content: 
 
 The A-level subject matter has a new requirement to include maths and science 

knowledge, skills and understanding. Maths and Science in context will be embedded 
in the non-examined assessment. 

 
 Minimum of 15% of the written examination will assess mathematical skills. 

 
Assessment  Written exam  

 
• Externally assessed. 
• 50% of qualification. 
• 120 marks. 
 

 Non Examined Assessment (design and make project) 
 

• A final prototype(s) based on a design brief developed by the learner. 
• Internally assessed and externally moderated. 
• 50% of qualification. 
• 120 marks. 

 
Exam Board  OCR 
Information The Design department at JHGS has a strong tradition at A-level.  Our facilities offer a first 

class environment where well-motivated students achieve considerable success.  This A-level 
has a strong ‘hands on’ emphasis and students need to be able to manage a consistent 
application of their efforts in order to do well at this subject.  The demands at A-level are 
particularly high; a good coursework mark is essential for success. Past students have 
combined this A-level with Maths and Physics to enable them to study any branch of the 
engineering disciplines at university.  Other students have gone on to study Economics, 
Architecture, Psychology and Robotics by linking one these courses with a wide variety of 
other A-level subjects.  Also past students have studied Product Design at university. 
 

Student 
Comment 

“Design is a varied and interesting course involving a great deal of hard, but enjoyable, work.  
The course covers a great number of relevant topics and provides a  good base for a future 
career in Engineering.” 
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Drama and Theatre Studies – Wycombe High School 
 

Aims To integrate the theoretical study of drama and theatre with its practical application. 
 

Content Although talent is useful, attitude is far more important.  Theatre Studies students need to be 
hard working, motivated, committed and, above all, prepared to work as part of a team.  Much 
of your time will be spent in preparing for productions, learning new techniques, conducting 
research and writing essays.  You will be exploring play texts of different periods and genres, as 
well as devising your own drama and critiquing the work of theatre professionals. While 
everyone is involved in all aspects of productions, some students specialise in a technical skill 
such as costume, set, directing, sound or masks rather than acting. 
 

Assessment A-LEVEL ASSESSMENT 

Component 1: Drama and theatre 

A three hour written exam. 

• Section A: one question (from a choice) on a set play (25 marks) 
• Section B: one two part question on a given extract from a set play 

(30 marks) 
• Section C: one question on the work of theatre makers in a single 

live theatre production (25 marks) 

80 marks 

 

40% of A- 
Level 

 

 

 

 

Component 2: Creating original Drama  

Process and performance of devised drama. 

• Working notebook (40 marks) 
• Devised performance (20 marks) 

60 marks 
 

30% of A-
level 

Component 3: Making Theatre 
A practical exploration and interpretation of three extracts (Extract 1, 2 and 
3) each taken from a different play. The performance of extract 3 is assessed 
by an examiner and must show aspects of one chosen practitioner’s 
methodology. 

• Performance of Extract 3 (40 marks) 
• Reflective report (20 marks) 

 

60 marks 
 

30% of A- 
level 

 

Exam Board  AQA 
Information Theatre Studies combines well with all other subjects.  It is a requirement for courses at sixty 

Higher Education institutions.  Employment prospects are good as London is the theatre capital 
of the world.  (More people visit the theatre each week in London than attend football matches!)  
There is a wide range of technical and administrative opportunities, in addition to acting.  In 
recent years there has been a resurgence of fringe, touring and theatre-in-education companies. 
 
All students gain transferable skills such as the ability to work as a team, meet deadlines, and 
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give articulate presentations, as well as benefiting from increased confidence.  These are all 
invaluable skills for any university course or employment. 
Regular workshops with companies such as Shared Experience and Scene Productions give our 
students the opportunity to interact with theatre professionals, as well as making useful 
contacts.  We visit the theatre regularly, experiencing a wide range of productions, and this is a 
requirement of the course.  The average cost is about £30.00 and you must ensure that you 
attend at least four of the trips that are offered. 

Student 
Comment 

“Drama allows you to embrace your own creative ideas in a public setting. It improves your 
confidence and lets you explore the different aspects of theatre. Drama is extremely fun, fast-
paced and completely different to any other subject at A-level. The practical element makes each 
lesson a new creative adventure.  I’d recommend this course to anyone who has a passion for 
performance and who wants to improve their public speaking and confidence.” 
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Economics 
 

Aims A-level Economics introduces students to theory that supports analysis of current economic 
problems and issues in the modern economy.  The full A-level allows students to study topics in 
depth developing knowledge, understanding of economic theory so they can apply it 
appropriately whilst evaluating shortcoming in different approaches. 
 
Content is designed so that students can relate what they are learning to the world around them 
– locally, nationally and globally.  
 
Students develop real life skills and knowledge needed to understand and analyse data, think 
critically about issues and make informed decisions. 
 
They will also build upon their quantitative skills and appreciate that, when evaluating 
arguments, both qualitative and quantitative evidence are important. 
 

Content The A-level Economics course encourages students to appreciate the interrelationships between 
microeconomics and macroeconomics. Topics covered include: 
 
• Individuals, firms, markets and market failure: 

1. Economic methodology and the economic problem 
2. Individual economic decision making 
3. Price determination in a competitive market 
4. Production, costs and revenue 
5. Perfect competition, imperfectly competitive markets and monopoly 
6. The labour market 
7. The distribution of income and wealth: poverty and inequality 
8. The market mechanism, market failure and government intervention in markets 

 
• The national and international economy: 

9. The measurement of macroeconomic performance 
10. How the macro-economy works : the circular flow of income, AD/AS analysis, and related 

concepts 
11. Economic performance 
12. Financial markets and monetary policy 
13. Fiscal policy and supply-side policies 
14. The international economy. 

 
Assessment Units 1 & 2 consist of a 40 mark case study (choose 1 from 2) and an essay (1 from 3, 40 marks). 

Unit 3 contains 30 multiple choice questions and a 50 mark case study. 

UNITS % OF FINAL 
ASSESSMENT 

NAME OF UNIT TIMING OF ASSESSMENT 

1.   33.3%  Markets & Market Failure Summer Upper Sixth 

2.  33.3% The National & International Summer Upper Sixth 
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Economy 

3.  33.3% Economic principles & issues Summer Upper Sixth 

 

Exam Board   AQA 

Information No previous knowledge of Economics, Commerce or Business Studies is required.  Our 
experience shows that many of our best candidates have been able mathematicians, suggesting 
that the skills and abilities that a mathematician needs to solve problems are very valuable in 
understanding and applying economic concepts and principles.  However, please note that there 
is no mathematics involved in the course.  We have also found that many arts biased students 
have been successful where critical approaches to reading and naturally discursive forms of 
writing are evident in their approach to their studies. 
 

Student 
Comment 

“Economics is an interesting, enjoyable and relevant course.  It approaches real issues that are 
significant in our global economic world today.  Some of the theory is difficult to understand, but 
it is very rewarding when you can apply the theory to the real world.” 
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English Literature 
 

Aims  To read, explore, reflect on, challenge, argue with and form your own ideas about some of 
the greatest literature in the English language. 

 To present your ideas clearly and confidently, embracing debate, weighing up different 
interpretations, making critical judgements and evaluating how writers shape meanings. 

 To think flexibly, creatively – and most of all, independently. 
 

Content In this course you will examine a variety of literary texts – from Shakespeare to modern novels – 
through the lens of genre: Comedy or Tragedy for Paper 1 and Political and Social Protest for 
Paper 2. Your literary studies will benefit from and complement an understanding of History, 
Politics, Philosophy and Psychology. You will choose your own texts for the coursework element, 
and analyse them through a number of critical lenses: narrative, Marxist, feminist, eco-critical 
and others. You will see how different texts are connected and how each can be interpreted in 
multiple ways. In doing so, you will arrive at your own interpretations and become a confident 
and autonomous reader. This approach is not only a rich and challenging way to study literature 
– it also provides an excellent basis for studying at university. 
 

Assessment UNITS % OF FINAL 
ASSESSMENT 

      NAME OF UNIT TIMING OF 

ASSESSMENT 

Paper 1 40% of  

total marks 

Literary Genres: Aspects of 
Comedy/Tragedy 

 Written exam; 2 hours 30 
minutes; closed book 

 3 texts:  
 2 drama texts (at least 1 by 

Shakespeare) 
 1 prose text  
 Questions will involve close 

reading, and comparative 
analysis 

Summer Upper Sixth 

Paper 2 40% of total 
marks 

 

Texts and Genres:  Elements of 
Political and Social Protest Writing 

 Written exam; 3 hours; open 
book 

 Post-2000 prose text, poetry 
and a further text – at least 
one written pre-1900 

 Questions will involve unseen 
response and comparative 
writing 

Summer Upper Sixth 

Non-exam 20% of total  Theory and Independence  Autumn Upper Sixth 
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assessment marks  Two coursework tasks 
 Minimum of 1 poetry and 1 

prose texts, read alongside the 
Critical Anthology 

 Two essays (1,250 – 1,500 
words) each responding to a 
different text and linking to a 
different aspect of the Critical 
Anthology. 

 

Exam Board      AQA Literature B 
Information It is vital that you enjoy reading and thinking for yourself. It is also important to have an open 

mind and to be prepared to explore unfamiliar times, places and ideas. You will be asked to 
develop your own arguments and to defend and adapt them. The course provides the 
opportunity to read widely and to consider various critical approaches, giving a range of reading 
experience and encouraging flexibility of response. The study of literature sharpens and 
broadens understanding, develops analytical and critical skills, and encourages independent 
thought. You will read great works, engage with important ideas and learn to express yourself 
logically, fluently and clearly. 
 
English Literature complements the study of two or three Sciences, or Mathematics as well as 
Humanities and Languages.  A-level English Literature is good preparation for a variety of 
university degree courses (e.g. Law, Medicine, Journalism, and Politics and History) as well as 
many careers.   
 

Student 
Comment 

“Although the majority of the work is analytical, there are opportunities for more creative 
work.  The study enhances the sense of appreciation and allows us to understand what 
motivates poets and writers.  The essay writing offers a chance to develop skills in examining 
questions or arguing points of discussion.” 
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Extended Project Qualification (EPQ) 
 

Aims This subject is offered in addition to the mainstream subjects and is taken during Lower Sixth. 
 
The course aims to provide students with the opportunity to research their own area of academic 
interest and to write this up as a 5,000-6,000 word dissertation or investigation paper. 
 

Content This course is specifically helpful to students considering Oxbridge and Russell Group universities, 
Medicine, Law or Social Sciences degrees. 
 
Students independently research a project topic of interest or relevance to them academically 
and reflect on the process of writing a dissertation. 
 

Assessment The completed project is marked internally in school and moderated by Edexcel, the exam board.  
Part of this assessment will include a presentation of the project to peers, staff and governors. 
 
The EPQ carries 50% of the UCAS points of an A-level. 
 

Information Students largely work independently on their project.  However, there will be a fortnightly 
seminar covering research skills and all students will be allocated a teacher supervisor, with 
whom they can discuss and plan the subject-specific aspects of their project. 
 
The EPQ is a qualification which is valued very highly by the top performing universities which 
are looking for ways to differentiate between students who all apply with good A-levels. 
 

Exam Board   Edexcel Unit P301 
Student 
Comment 

“EPQ is useful in supporting essay based subject areas as it gives you an example of the research 
that is required in Higher Education. It has supported my university applications in that achieving 
an ‘A’ some universities have reduced their conditional offers. Having said that, achieving the ‘A’ 
did require time and effort on top of my other A-levels.” 
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French 
 

Aims “One language sets you in a corridor for life. Two languages open every door along the 
way.”  Frank Smith (psycholinguist) 

Aims of the department: 
- To enable you to converse fluently in French by the end of the course. 
- To develop a range of transferable skills including communication, critical thinking, 

research skills and creativity. 
- To prepare you for studying French at university and future employment. 

 
Content We use a wide range of authentic materials, including French websites, TV programmes, 

radio broadcasts, newspapers, magazines and books to address the following topics: 
 
Social issues and trends: family life; cyber-society; criminals; diverse society 
Political and artistic culture: contemporary music; cinema; the right to vote; immigration 
 

Assessment There will be 3 exams at the end of the course: 
 

UNITS % OF FINAL 
ASSESSMENT 

NAME OF UNIT TIMING OF ASSESSMENT 

1.  50% Listening, Reading and Writing Summer Upper Sixth 

2. 20% Writing Summer Upper Sixth 

3.  30% Speaking Summer Upper Sixth 

 

Exam Board AQA  
Opportunities Work experience abroad 

Students all have the opportunity to spend a week in France carrying out work experience. 
You will be placed in a job role of your preference, whilst living with a French family. There 
are also arranged social activities with other students. This is an amazing opportunity not 
only to practise your spoken French and improve your comprehension, but also to gain 
valuable skills and experience for your future CVs and personal statements. 
 
Foreign language assistant 
You will be able to work in small groups with our French language assistant to help practise 
your speaking skills in a relaxed, informal environment. This improves your confidence and 
pronunciation enormously, and provides excellent preparation for the speaking exam. 
 
Cultural visits 
We take part in a range of French cultural visits within the UK including university lectures, 
film days at the BFI and a debating competition at Wycombe Abbey. These are excellent 
opportunities to develop your knowledge and understanding of French culture and society 
while also meeting like-minded pupils to practise speaking and sharing ideas.  
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Student 
comment 

“Not only does the French department at JHGS allow you to learn the language of France to 
an almost perfect standard at A-level, but the care put in by you will allow you to learn an 
innovative way of speaking clearly, reading confidently, listening intently and writing 
structurally. The lessons are always enjoyable and interactive. The ‘step up’ from GCSE may 
be heavy to start, but with genuine enthusiasm, an all-encompassing range of topical subjects 
are covered. The momentum will push you up the ‘steps’ allowing a well-deserved 
achievement, especially when focussed.”   
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Further Maths 
 

Aims These are identical to the aims of the Mathematics courses.  Essentially, Further Mathematics 
develops the subject in both its complexity and in breadth. 
 

Content In addition to the units studied for mathematics at A-level, four more units are required for 
Further Mathematics A-level (or two units for Further Mathematics AS level).  There are 
compulsory elements of pure mathematics and optional elements from pure mathematics, 
statistics, mechanics and decision mathematics.   
 

Assessment The assessment timetable is currently as follows:  

 

UNITS % OF FINAL 
ASSESSMENT 

TIMING OF 
ASSESSMENT 

Core Pure 
Mathematics 
1 

25 % June Upper Sixth 

Core Pure 
Mathematics 
2 

25% June Upper Sixth 

Decision 
Mathematics 
1 

25 % June Upper Sixth 

Further 
Mechanics 1 

25 % June Upper Sixth 

 

Exam Board Edexcel 

Information All units involve a 1.5 hour written paper (A total exam time of 6 hours). A graphical 
calculator is a useful aid to many aspects of the units. 
 
“Any student with notable flair and interest in the subject and who has achieved at least a 
grade 8 at GCSE is a potential Further Mathematics student.  It is relevant, and in some cases 
essential, for anyone considering a university course in mathematics, Physics or related 
discipline, particularly those with ambitions for Oxford, Cambridge or Warwick.”   
 
It is important to note though that Further Maths is offered as an additional subject.  In 
other words it would be the 4th A-level rather than comprising one of the three choices 
made e.g. a student would choose maths, further maths and 2 other subjects. 
 

Student 
comment 

“Further maths is for those who want to challenge themselves beyond the A-level Maths 
course, this means the workload is heavy but the work is thought provoking which helps to 
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develop your problem solving skills. It allows you specialise in certain aspects of maths and 
keeps many doors open for your future as it counts as another science.” 
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Geography 
 

Aims  To understand and appreciate the variety of physical and human conditions on the 
earth’s surface.   

 To regard and understand the processes which affect the development of these 
conditions and which bring about change. 

 To provide students with analytical, communicative and research skills which will be 
required in higher education or the world beyond the academic 

 To gain a better understanding of how the world works. 
 

Content The A-level course focuses on relevant issues concerning people and their environment.  The 
course can be regarded as a logical progression from GCSE Geography. 
 

Assessment UNITS % OF FINAL 
ASSESSMENT 

NAME OF UNIT TIMING OF 
ASSESSMENT 

1   40%  Physical Geography  Summer Upper Sixth 

2   40% Human Geography Summer Upper Sixth 

3   20% Geographical Investigation Completed by the end 
of Lower Sixth 

For component 3 the student produces a 3000-4000 word report based on a specific 
fieldwork topic. 
 

Exam Board AQA 
Information Geography is a flexible subject which is especially attractive to those who wish to maintain 

strong links with the ‘real world’ outside the classroom or laboratory.  It can be classified as 
an Arts, a Science or a Social Science subject.  As a result, A-level geographers have 
subsequently pursued many and varied careers.  A-level Geography studies cover a wide 
range of relevant knowledge providing a useful background for life in today’s world.  
Geography is studied at various scales of enquiry from the local, through national, to global 
scale. 
 
During the Geography course, students have the opportunity to develop a wide variety of 
skills including basic communication skills, numeracy and graphicacy.  More specific skills 
include problem solving; data collection and analysis; statistical methods; gaming and 
simulation skills and social skills.  The course involves residential field work.  Students are 
strongly urged to take part in this part of the course which is rewarding and enjoyable.  It is 
important for the development of many skills and helps students develop self-reliance and 
the ability to co-operate in group data collection exercises. Some of the material gathered on 
their field trip will become the basis for component 3, the geographical investigation, which is 
worth 20% of their final A-level. 
 
The study of Geography allows ‘Science’ specialists to develop important literacy skills and the 
‘Arts’ specialist to develop important numeracy skills.  Geography can, therefore, help 
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students avoid the problems inherent in over-specialisation.  Geography should be studied by 
those who have a keen interest and concern about the world around them and who are 
prepared to involve themselves in discussion and debate on geographical issues, many of 
which affect us all. 

The study of Geography can lead on to a wide range of different careers including Law, 
Banking, Business and Finance, Retail Management, Information Technology, 
Geology/Resource Management, Accountancy, Surveying, Transport and Logistics, 
Environmental Management and many more. 

Student 
Comment 

“Geography has the reputation of being one of the most exciting subjects you can study at 
any level.  The Sixth Form course has not disappointed.  Its diversity and relevance to 
everyday life keeps the interest going throughout the course.  The course includes many 
topics, such as the social and economic impacts of urban change, human impacts on the 
natural environment, natural hazards, global population issues, cold environments, river 
flooding and management and the geography of health, many of these being the most 
fundamental social/political and environmental issues facing us today.” 
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German 
 

Aims “One language sets you in a corridor for life. Two languages open every door along the 
way.”  Frank Smith (psycholinguist) 

Aims of the department: 
- To enable you to converse almost fluently in German by the end of the course. 
- To develop a range of transferable skills including communication, critical thinking, 

research skills and creativity. 
- To prepare you for studying German at university and future employment. 

 
Content We use a wide range of authentic materials, including German websites, TV programmes, 

radio broadcasts, newspapers, magazines and books to address the following topics: 
 
Social issues and trends: family life; cyber-society; criminals; diverse society 
Political and artistic culture: contemporary music; cinema; the right to vote; immigration 
 

Assessment There will be 3 exams at the end of the course: 

UNITS % OF FINAL 
ASSESSMENT 

NAME OF UNIT TIMING OF ASSESSMENT 

1.  50% Listening, Reading and Writing Summer Upper Sixth 

2.  20% Writing Summer Upper Sixth 

3.  30% Speaking Summer Upper Sixth 

 

Exam Board AQA 
Opportunities Work experience abroad 

Students all have the opportunity to spend a week in Germany carrying out work experience. 
You will be placed in a job role of your preference, whilst living with a German family. There 
are also arranged social activities with other students. This is an amazing opportunity not only 
to practise your spoken German and improve your comprehension, but also to gain valuable 
skills and experience for your future CVs and personal statements. 
 
Foreign language assistant 
You will be able to work in small groups with our German language assistant, to help practise 
your speaking skills in a relaxed, informal environment. This improves your confidence and 
pronunciation enormously, and provides excellent preparation for the speaking exam. 
 
Cultural visits 
We take part in a range of German cultural visits within the UK including university lectures, 
film days at the BFI and a debating competition at Wycombe Abbey. These are excellent 
opportunities to develop your knowledge and understanding of German culture and society 
while also meeting like-minded pupils to practise speaking and sharing ideas. 
 

Student 
Comment 

A-level Course: “Self-motivation is particularly important as pupils are required to do a great 
deal of private reading and listening.  For the enthusiastic student who can throw himself 
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wholeheartedly into the work, this is a very rewarding course.  The lessons are enjoyable and 
a large range of topical subjects are covered.”  
 
Work experience: “I would really recommend it! The work experience is invaluable and there 
are also lots of opportunities to socialise, such as going to the cinema, going bowling and 
visiting the ice rink. As a group of linguists I felt very much at home and in my element. I was 
really surprised at how much my speaking skills and confidence improved in just a week.” 
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History 
 

Introduction The study of mankind through time - such is the discipline of History.  It concerns change or 
continuity, the expected or the unexpected, success or failure.  It seeks to find motive and 
explanation for the actions of real human beings at a given point in time. 
 

Aims  To develop their interest and enthusiasm for History and an understanding of its intrinsic 
value and significance. 

 To acquire an understanding of different identities within society and an appreciation of 
aspects such as social, cultural, religious and ethnic diversity, as appropriate 

 To build on their understanding of the past through experiencing a broad and balanced 
course of study 

 To improve as effective and independent learners and as critical and reflective thinkers 
with curious and enquiring minds 

 To develop the ability to ask relevant and significant questions about the past and to 
research them. 

 To acquire an understanding of the nature of historical study, for example that history is 
concerned with judgements based on available evidence and that historical judgements 
are provisional. 

 To develop their use and understanding of historical terms, concepts and skills 
 To make links and draw comparisons within and/or across different periods and aspects 

of the past. 
 To organise and communicate their historical knowledge and understanding in different 

ways, arguing a case and reaching substantiated judgements. 
 

Content The syllabus concentrates on aspects of British and European/World History from the 19th and 
20th centuries.  There are four modules: 
 
 One module on British History in the 20th Century.  We aim to study Liberals, 

Conservatives and The Rise of Labour: Britain 1846-1918. 
 One module on European/World History.  We aim to study The Cold War in Europe 

1941-1995. 
 One module on The Challenge of German Nationalism 1789-1919.  This is both a source 

based and an essay course. 
 One module which is a historical enquiry on coursework, based on a topic of the 

student’s choice from the three other areas of study. 
 

Assessment UNITS % of the A-level NAME OF UNIT TIMING OF 
ASSESSMENT 

1. Unit  1 25% British History Summer Upper Sixth 

2. Unit  2  15%   European/World History Summer Upper Sixth 

3. Unit  3 40%  Thematic Study & 
Historical 

Summer Upper Sixth 
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Interpretations 

4. Unit Y100 
 CW 

20%   Historical Enquiry / 
Coursework 

Summer Upper Sixth 

 

Exam Board OCR 
Information Students have achieved strong grades over a number of years and many have gone on to read 

history-related subjects at university.  We believe that we have struck a useful balance 
between the evidence-based approach and the more traditional method of lecture study.  
The skills referred to in the aims are widely respected by universities, colleges and employers 
alike. 
 

Student 
Comment 

“History makes you think for yourself and make decisions based on evidence.  It also helps 
you to look at things with a less biased view.”   
 
“The coursework and essay parts of the course prepare you well for study at university.” 
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Mathematics 
 

Aims The units have been designed to produce Advanced GCE examinations which enable schools 
and colleges to provide courses that will encourage students to: 
 
 Develop their understanding of mathematics and mathematical processes in a way that 

promotes confidence and fosters enjoyment 
 Develop abilities to reason logically and recognise incorrect reasoning, to generalise and 

construct mathematical proofs 
 Extend their range of mathematical skills and techniques and use them in more difficult, 

unstructured problems 
 Develop an understanding of coherence and progression in mathematics and of how 

different areas of mathematics can be connected 
 Recognise how a situation may be represented mathematically and understand the 

relationship between ‘real-world’ problems and other mathematical models and how 
these can be refined and improved 

 Use mathematics as an effective means of communication 
 Read and comprehend mathematical arguments and articles concerning applications of 

mathematics 
 Acquire the skills needed to use technology such as calculators and computers 

effectively, recognise when such use may be inappropriate and be aware of limitations. 
 Develop an awareness of the relevance of mathematics to other fields of study, to the 

world of work and to society in general 
 

Content The A-level course is divided into two sections: pure and applied mathematics.  In pure, the 
major areas are developing skills in algebra and trigonometry from the foundations built at 
GCSE; also starting a major study of calculus.  It has been said that you can only call yourself a 
true mathematician when you have at least some knowledge of the joys of calculus.  One 
reason for this is the many applications of calculus in applied maths.  Applied mathematics is 
about learning to model real life problems.  This involves deciding which elements of a 
problem should be included in the analysis, translating the problem into mathematics, solving 
it and finally interpreting the solution.  All students will study mechanics and statistics. 
Mechanics involves looking at problems such as projectiles; such as rockets or footballs; and 
the stability of systems such as ladders.  Links with aspects of Physics are particularly strong. 
Statistics involves learning how to analyse data and decide when significant results, such as 
the effectiveness of a new drug, have been established.  Statistics has applications in Biology, 
Geography, Economics and Business Studies.  
 

Assessment There are three equally weighted exams, all of which involve a 2 hour written paper (A total 
exam time of 6 hours). A graphical calculator is a useful aid to many aspects of the units.  
Mathematics is a highly rated A-level by both universities and employers.  It can sensibly be 
combined with almost all other subjects.  The assessment schedule is as follows: 
 

Exams % OF FINAL 
ASSESSMENT 

TIMING OF ASSESSMENT 

Pure Maths 1 33 3
1 % June Upper Sixth 
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Pure Maths 2  33 3
1 % June Upper Sixth 

Statistics and 
Mechanics 

33 3
1 % June Upper Sixth 

 

Exam Board Edexcel 
Information With the new A-level there is no longer the flexibility to select different modules and 

combinations. The content is strictly specified and does not vary between the different exam 
boards. 
 

Student 
Comment 

“A-level Maths has been a big step up from GCSE both in its breadth and depth. For this 
reason, Lower Sixth has been my most enjoyable year in terms of my maths education. The 
biggest change is the style of question; away from directly asking you to show a skill, more 
towards problem solving where you are given some information and are expected to piece 
together all of that to solve a particular question.” 
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Music 
 

Introduction  The Edexcel Music specification allows students to study Music in an integrated way with 
the opportunity to develop both composition and performance. 

 
 It allows students to study music as a practical, creative and intellectual subject with 

specialist pathways in performing and composing.  It covers a diverse range of musical 
styles including popular genres, jazz, blues, folk music, world music and traditional 
western classical music. 

 
Content There are three units. Each unit is made up of coursework and exam components. There are a 

wide variety of musical styles to work in and to learn about.  
 
During the course you will develop the following musical skills: 
 Listening skills and aural training 
 Use of music specific software 
 Performance skills 
 Keyboard skills 
 Harmony work through composition 
 Free composition 
 Analytical skills 
 Historical and cultural knowledge. 
 

Assessment UNITS % OF FINAL 
ASSESSMENT 

NAME OF UNIT TIMING OF ASSESSMENT 

1.  30% Performance Spring/Summer Upper Sixth 

2.  30% Composition Upper Sixth 

3.  40% Appraising Examination Summer Upper Sixth 

 

Exam Board    Edexcel 
Information  This course is suitable for students who have achieved a grade 6 in GCSE (or an 

equivalent standard in any other recognised qualification) and who will reach the 
equivalent level of at least a grade 6 standard (Associated Board) in performance by 
the Spring term of their upper sixth year. 

 Sixth Form students are given opportunities to become involved in all aspects of 
Music in school and in the wider community. 

 There are opportunities for trips to concerts, musicals and other performances both 
locally and in London.  

 Music is easily combined with Mathematical and Scientific subjects, as well as the 
Arts. 

 Many students go on to take Music degrees in further education.  These can be based 
on any aspect from a broad focus to something more direct such as “Film 
Composition” or “Songwriting”. 

 At JHGS students may take Music Technology alongside the traditional Music A-level 
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if they are motivated and wish to specialise in Music beyond JHGS. 
 

Student 
comment 

“This A-level course has been a chance to explore all sides of music from performing and 
composing to the history of music and different styles. The department is really supportive of 
everyone's different musical goals and all the staff are very helpful.” 
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Music Technology 
 

Introduction  The Music Technology course is new from 2017 and allows students to develop 
musical understanding as well as gain knowledge in the use of recording studio 
equipment. 

 
 This allows a practical study into production of Music both in front of and behind the 

microphone.  Stylistically diverse, this course allows the student to develop 
understanding into a wide variety of musical genre. 

 
Content There are 4 units.  Two of these are composition based that are to be completed during the 

2nd year of the course.  These consist of a Recording task and a Composition task.  The other 
two units are exams that will test both understanding and interpretation of music technology 
across differing genres. The exams will be taken in the summer term of the 2nd year. 
During the course you will develop: 
 
 Listening skills and aural training 
 Extensive use of music IT and studio facilities 
 Develop genre specific musical understanding 
 Arrangement of pre-recorded material 
 Analytical skills 
 Recording techniques 
 Studio craft and management 

 
Assessment 
 
 
 
 
 

UNITS % OF FINAL 
ASSESSMENT 

NAME OF UNIT TIMING OF 
ASSESSMENT 

1. Year 1 20% Component 1: Recording 

(Coursework) 

From June of Year 1 

2. Year 2 20% Component 2: Technology Based 
Composition 

(Coursework) 

From September of 

Year 2 

3. Year 2 25% Listening and Analysing Summer Year 2 

4. Year 2 35% Producing and Analysing Summer Year 2 

 

Exam Board   Edexcel 
Information  This course is suitable for students who have achieved a grade 5 in GCSE music. 

 Sixth Form students taking the course will be given opportunities to develop music 
production skills through use of the purpose built recording studio.  Students may 
well be involved in all aspects of Music in school and in the wider community. 

 Music Technology is easily combined with mathematical and scientific subjects, as 
well as the arts. 
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 At JHGS students may take Music Technology alongside the traditional Music A-level 
if they are motivated and wish to specialise in Music beyond JHGS. 

 This new A-level is one that draws more upon technology and the science behind it – 
rather than overlapping with the A-level in Music, making it a more specialised 
course. 

 Students complete coursework tasks on purpose-built computer systems, allowing for 
individual creativity. 

 Past students have successfully gone on to study a variety of Music related degrees 
and gain employment roles including: 
• A degree at Surrey university in Music and Sound recording 
• A degree in Popular Music and Sound Technology at LIPA 
• A degree specialising in a variety of music technology applications including Music 

for Apps 
• A professional sound engineer in London, specialising in live sound 
• A videographer currently working for the Telegraph. 

 
Student 
comment 

“Music technology is a course that allows pupils to be much more creative than others. The 
course also makes you much more critical of music and the recording process as well as 
allowing you to compose and arrange your own music. The coursework elements are also 
extremely rewarding once they are completed.” 
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Physical Education 
 

Aims  To promote an interest in academic sport related subjects. 
 To develop an understanding of the historical, social, cultural, physiological and 

psychological factors that influence sport and physical education. 
 To encourage the use of practical performance to reinforce theoretical principles based on 

sport and physical education. 
 

Content Year 1 
This specification will develop knowledge and skills to help understand the opportunities for 
and effects of leading a healthy and active lifestyle.  Candidates will study the theory behind 
sporting success including; physiology, skill acquisition and how opportunities for 
participation can affect performance. Alongside the theory work pupils will be assessed in one 
practical element, as a performer.    
 
Year 2 
In Year 2 the specification enables candidates to further develop their understanding of 
physiological, psychological and biomechanical aspects that optimise performance.  
 
Candidates will also explore and evaluate the impact of contemporary issues, such as 
technology, on sport and the performer. Candidates will be given the opportunity to utilise 
their own knowledge and understanding gained during the course, to improve their personal 
performance as a practical performer, through a piece of written coursework.  
 
UNITS TOPICS 
 

1. Applied anatomy and physiology 
2. Skill acquisition 
3. Sport and society 
4. Exercise physiology 
5. Biomechanical movement 
6. Sport psychology 
7. Sport and society and the role of technology in physical activity and sport 

 
Exam Board AQA 
Assessment Paper % OF FINAL ASSESSMENT NAME OF UNIT 

1. 35% of A-level marks Written paper 105 marks 

2. 35% of A-level marks Written paper  105 marks 

3. 30% of A-level marks Practical performance 90 marks 

 

Information Sports and PE is a rapidly growing area of education both at school and university levels with 
this being greatly due to the growing profile of sport within the media.  The course will 
provide candidates with a thorough basis on which to develop the possibility of a sport 
related career, examples of which are: coaching, managing, promoting, journalism and 
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physiotherapy which are prevalent in today’s society. 
 

Student 
Comment 

“Sports and PE is an exciting subject.  It contains aspects of Biology, Psychology and Sociology, 
all in a sporting context.  It is ideal for people wanting an insight into how people improve 
sporting performance, and I have particularly enjoyed learning about sports psychology and 
applying it to my own training.” 
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Physics 
 

Introduction Physics is taught at A-level through a combination of tutorials, self-study and practical 
laboratory work.  The syllabus offers a traditional approach to modern Physics.  It is designed 
to enable students to gain comprehensive subject knowledge in a challenging, stimulating 
and varied environment. 
 

Aims  To stimulate an inquisitive and practical approach to the study of Physics  
 To develop a strong foundation in the main themes of the subject that will support 

success in related further studies and careers  
 To provide opportunities for discovery and application of the scientific method  
 To develop independence, creativity and analytical skills  

 
Content  Topics covered during the two year course include: kinematics, waves, electrical circuits, 

fields, electromagnetism, radioactivity and nuclear physics, thermal physics, quantum theory 
and astrophysics. The course also has a large practical component. 
 

Assessment UNITS % OF FINAL 
ASSESSMENT 

NAME OF UNIT TIMING OF 
ASSESSMENT 

1.  37% Modelling physics  Summer Upper 
Sixth 

2.   37% Exploring physics  Summer Upper 
Sixth 

3.  26% Unified physics  Summer Upper 
Sixth 

4.  Pass/Fail Practical endorsement for physics    Throughout 
Upper and Lower 
Sixth 

 

Exam Board OCR Physics A 
Information Physics is a very highly regarded and challenging A-level. It has a high maths content and 

deals more quantitatively with topics familiar to students from their earlier studies whilst also 
introducing new physical concepts. 
 
Physics A-level is necessary for university Physics and many Engineering courses.  It is also 
desirable for a wide variety of other courses and careers, such as Investment Banking.   
 
It is not necessary for students to study A-level Maths in order to be successful at A-level 
Physics, but students must be confident mathematicians.  This is especially true for the 
second year of the course. A-level Mathematics strongly supports A-level Physics and 
students intending to study Physics or Engineering at university must also take mathematics 
A-level.  
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Student 
Comment 

“Physics definitely becomes more interesting when studied at A-level, which I have found 
makes the work a lot more enjoyable.  The course slowly gets harder during the first few 
months but, if you’re prepared to work hard, it becomes manageable.  I have enjoyed the 
course so far and would recommend it.” 
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Politics 
 

Aims Politics aims to provide students with an understanding of British political life and the ideas 
which underpin it.  A-level students will study the ideologies which have shaped and inspired 
World Politics.  Students will be encouraged to develop critical, analytical minds, participate 
actively in debates, create strong and convincing arguments and reach balanced conclusions. 
 

Content There are three units 

1. Political Participation; students will study: 

• Democracy and participation, political parties, electoral systems, voting behaviour 
and the media. 

 
Core Political Ideas; students will study: 
• Conservatism, liberalism, socialism. 

 
2.  UK Government; students will study:  

• The constitution, parliament, Prime Minister and executive, relationships between 
the   branches. 

 
Optional Political Ideas; students will study: 
• One idea from the following: anarchism, ecologism, feminism, multiculturalism, 

nationalism. 
 
3.  For USA (3A); students will study:  

• the US Constitution and federalism, US congress, US presidency, US Supreme Court, 
democracy and participation, civil rights.  

•  
Assessment UNITS % OF FINAL 

ASSESSMENT 
NAME OF UNIT TIMING OF 

ASSESSMENT 

1.  33% UK Politics (2 hours) Summer Upper 
Sixth 

2.   33% U.K. Government (2 hours) Summer Upper 
Sixth 

3.   33% Comparative Politics (2 hours) Summer Upper 
Sixth 

 
There is no coursework requirement for A-level politics. 
 

Exam Board Edexcel (NB These specifications are yet to be accredited and may be subject to some minor 
changes) 

Information Students of A-level politics must have an active interest in current affairs.  The subject is 
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constantly changing, and up-to-date information is essential.  Students are given the 
opportunity to attend lectures by leading politicians and political commentators as well as 
organising annual ‘Question Time’ and ‘Politicon’ events in school. Our students also attend 
academic political conferences. 
 

Student 
Comment 

“If you enjoy discussions and are willing to have an open mind, this is a very good choice.  You 
will learn about political beliefs and ideologies.  You should have opinions of your own, but 
should also respect those of other people.” 
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Psychology 
 

Aims A-level Psychology aims to strengthen students’ understanding of different approaches in 
Psychology through the study of psychological theories, concepts and research.  Students will 
also develop their ability to analyse and evaluate research and theory. A key focus will be to 
enhance written skills to enable them to construct coherent and cogent essays on a range of 
interesting and contemporary topics.   Students will develop their understanding of a range of 
research methods to investigate psychological issues and develop competence in a variety of 
practical, mathematical and problem-solving skills. 
 

Content  In the first module students will study: 
• Social influence (conformity, obedience and minority influence). 
• Memory (models of memory, forgetting and eyewitness testimony). 
• Attachment (infant-caregiver interactions, explanations of attachment and 

maternal deprivation). 
• Psychopathology (definitions of abnormality, explanations for phobias, 

depression and obsessive-compulsive disorder and treatments for 
psychopathologies). 

 In the second module students will study: 
• Approaches in psychology 
• Biopsychology 
• Research methods. 

 In the third module students will study: 
• Issues and debates in psychology. 
• One topic chosen from; relationships, gender or cognition and development. 
• One topic chosen from; schizophrenia, eating behaviour and stress. 
• One topic chosen from; aggression, forensic psychology and addiction. 

 
Assessment UNITS % OF FINAL 

ASSESSMENT 
NAME OF UNIT TIMING OF 

ASSESSMENT 
ASSESSMENT 

1.  33.3% Introductory topics in 
psychology 

Summer Upper 
Sixth 

2 hour exam 

Structured 
questions and 
extended essays 

2.   33.3% Psychology in context Summer Upper 
Sixth 

2 hour exam 

Structured 
questions and 
extended essays 

3. 

 

 

33.3% Issues and options in 
psychology 

Summer Upper 
Sixth 

2 hour exam 

Structured                                                                                                                       
questions and                                                                                                                                                
extended essays                                                                                                

 

Exam Board AQA 
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Information Psychology is a demanding, yet fascinating subject.  It combines well with both Science 
subjects and Arts subjects.  Psychology extends students through developing their analytical 
and evaluative skills over a wide range of complex material.  In a growing field, Psychology is a 
valued A-level for many degree courses and, for those continuing their psychology studies, 
there are many fields that they can move into including clinical psychology, developmental 
psychology, forensic psychology, occupational psychology and educational psychology. 
 

Student 
Comment 

“A-level Psychology is challenging but I saw my skills develop rapidly and I found topics, such 
as aggression and schizophrenia, fascinating. Research methods sounds dull but I found real 
satisfaction in being able to understand how statistics work and other mathematical concepts 
that I thought I wouldn’t be able to do.” 
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Religious Studies 
 

Introduction This A-level is an option for students who have studied either full-course or short-course 
GCSE RS. 

Aims RS aims to provide students with a thorough grounding in the main concepts, themes and 
arguments associated with the subject. The course requires candidates to demonstrate a 
range and depth of knowledge and understanding, a greater maturity of thought and 
expression and more developed analytical skills. Students will investigate and form reasoned 
responses to fundamental questions such as: How should I live? Is there such a thing as moral 
truth? Are our choices truly free? Can God’s existence be proved philosophically? Can a war 
ever be truly just? What do we mean when we talk about life after death? 
 

Content Component 1: Philosophy of religion and ethics 
 
Section A: Philosophy of religion  
 Arguments for the existence of God 
 Evil and suffering 
 Religious experience 
 Religious language 
 Miracles 
 Self and life after death. The nature of the soul, mind and body.  

 
Section B: Ethics and religion  
 Ethical theories 
 Issues of human life and death 
 Issues of animal life and death 
 Introduction to meta ethics 
 Free will and moral responsibility 
 Conscience 
 Bentham and Kant.  

 
Component 2: Study of religion and dialogues  
 
Section A: Study of religion – for each faith option (we will study Christianity) the following 
topics are covered: 
 Sources of wisdom and authority 
 God/gods/ultimate reality 
 Self, death and the afterlife 
 Good conduct and key moral principles 
 Expression of religious identity 
 Religion, gender and sexuality 
 Religion and science 
 Religion and secularisation 
 Religion and religious pluralism.  
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Section B: The dialogue between philosophy of religion and religion 
 How religion is influenced by, and has an influence on philosophy of religion in 

relation to the issues studied. 
 

Section C: The dialogue between ethical studies and religion. 
 How religion is influenced by, and has an influence on ethical studies in relation to 

the issues studied. 
 

Assessment UNITS % OF FINAL 
ASSESSMENT 

NAME OF UNIT 

1.  50%  Component 1: Philosophy of religion 
and ethics 

2.  50% Component 2: Study of religion and 
dialogues 

 

Exam Board AQA 7062 Religious Studies 
Information Each paper is a three hour examination and Component 1 and section A of Component 2 

consists of two compulsory two-part questions, each worth 10 marks and 15 marks. 
Component 2 sections B and C are 25 mark questions. 
Full details of the specification can be found here: 
 https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/religious-studies/as-and-a-level/religious-studies-7062 
 

Student 
comment 

“I enjoy RS because it allows you to give you opinion on a range of different discussion points. 
There is a depth of knowledge to be learnt but this can be both intriguing and great tool to 
help further your own opinions.” 
 

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/religious-studies/as-and-a-level/religious-studies-7062
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Spanish 
 

Aims “With languages, you are at home anywhere.”  Edmund De Waal 

Aims of the department: 
- To enable you to converse almost fluently in Spanish by the end of the course. 
- To develop a range of transferable skills including communication, critical thinking, 

research skills and creativity. 
- To prepare you for studying Spanish at university and future employment. 
-  

Content We use a wide range of authentic materials, including Spanish websites, TV programmes, 
radio broadcasts, newspapers, magazines and books to address the following topics: 
 
Social issues and trends: family life; cyber-society; criminals; diverse society 
Political and artistic culture: contemporary music; cinema; the right to vote; immigration 
 

Assessment There will be 3 exams at the end of the course: 

UNITS % OF FINAL 
ASSESSMENT 

NAME OF UNIT TIMING OF ASSESSMENT 

1.  50% Listening, Reading and Writing Summer Upper Sixth 

2.  

 

20% Writing Summer Upper Sixth 

3.  30% Speaking Summer Upper Sixth 

 

Exam Board AQA 
Opportunities Work experience abroad 

Students all have the opportunity to spend a week in Spain carrying out work experience. You 
will be placed in a job role of your preference, whilst living with a Spanish family. There are 
also arranged social activities with other students. This is an amazing opportunity not only to 
practise your spoken Spanish and improve your comprehension, but also to gain valuable 
skills and experience for your future CVs and personal statements. 
 
Foreign language assistant 
You will be able to work in small groups with our Spanish language assistant, to help practise 
your speaking skills in a relaxed, informal environment. This improves your confidence and 
pronunciation enormously, and provides excellent preparation for the speaking exam. 
 
Cultural visits 
We take part in a range of Spanish cultural visits within the UK including university lectures, 
film days at the BFI and a debating competition at Wycombe Abbey. These are excellent 
opportunities to develop your knowledge and understanding of Spanish culture and society 
while also meeting like-minded pupils to practise speaking and sharing ideas. 
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Student 
Comment 

“Spanish is a subject which combines so many different forms of learning, be it group work, 
individual research, speaking sessions, mentoring, debates and much more, to broaden not 
only your Spanish skills, but your knowledge of culture and life in Spain. The course is brilliant 
because it allows you to learn about the culture in Spain while absorbing new vocabulary and 
phrases. At A-level there are plenty of opportunities for taking learning to the next level, 
whether it be exchange trips or excursions to find out more about life and culture in Spain 
first hand.” 
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Sixth Form Application Form (to be completed by external applicants only) 

Please return by Friday 29th November to: Sixth Form office, John Hampden Grammar School, Marlow Hill, 
High Wycombe, Bucks HP11 1SZ 

SURNAME FORENAMES DATE OF BIRTH 

   

APPLICANT’S HOME ADDRESS CURRENT SCHOOL NAME & ADDRESS  

  

APPLICANT’S TELEPHONE NUMBER 
APPLICANT’S E-MAIL ADDRESS (this will be used for 
acknowledgement and further communication – please 
write clearly) 

 

 

 

 

GCSE'S TO BE TAKEN 

1. 
Full 

course 
Short 

course 
7. 

Full 
Course 

Short 
Course 

2.   8.   

3.   9.   

4.   10.   

5.   11.   

6. 
  12. 

 

  

 

DO YOU HAVE ANY SPECIAL NEEDS (including extra time/laptop use)? IF SO, PLEASE STATE. 
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Sixth Form Subject Choices (to be completed by internal and external applicants) 

Please indicate provisional subject choices below.  Students should select their CHOSEN SUBJECTS IN ORDER 
OF PREFERENCE. (Further Maths can only be taken as an additional 4th subject.) 

 

Son’s name 
  

Form 

Parent’s signature  

Date  

 

 

A-levels

Art  

Biology  

Business Studies  

Chemistry   

Computer Science  

D&T (Product Design)  

Drama & Theatre Studies (WHS)  

Economics  

English Literature  

French  

Geography  

German  

History  

Mathematics  

Music  

Music Technology  

Physical Education  

Physics  

Politics  

Psychology  

Religious Studies  

Spanish  

  

Additional qualifications:  

EPQ  

Further Maths (as an additional 
4th subject only) 
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