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Once again it has been an unusual year for John Hampden 
Grammar School.  With social distancing and restrictions outside 
school many of our extra curricular activities were affected. 
Christmas lunch went ahead but in several more sittings than 
usual to make sure we had no year groups mingling and sadly no 
live music band to accompany the festivities.  Despite this the 
Sixth Form prefects wore some highly amusing Christmas 
themed fancy dress and after lunch there was an impromptu 
Sixth Form and staff singalong, the first of many renditions of 
“Sweet Caroline” that would fill the school corridors this year.

After the full lockdown in January the return to school in March was very carefully 
orchestrated.  

We are incredibly grateful to some fantastic parent volunteers who gave up their time to 
assist us with the 4000+ tests we had to train for and administer on site before the students 
were fully allowed back to school.

It is at times like these that  we can really appreciate the wonderful wider community around 
the current students.  Families and friends, former pupils, teaching and support staff have all 
played a huge role in keeping things running smoothly and creatively during this time.  

We have so enjoyed welcoming back a more normal programme particularly in the school’s 
sporting life in this summer term with outstanding performances in Athletics and Cricket in 
particular, and a very colourful Sports Day culminating in a House Staff relay which was 
greatly enjoyed by the boys.

With best wishes to you all for the summer.

Miss T Hartley
Headteacher



Alumni News

Alumnus to play in Tokyo Olympics this summer!

Liam Ansell a JHGS Alumnus (2012) will represent Team GB Hockey this summer at Tokyo 

2020(1).

Liam was a late call-up at the 2018 World Cup where he scored a number of goals as 

England finished fourth.  The 27-year-old scored on his international debut also won a 

bronze medal with England at the Commonwealth Games earlier that year.  Liam 

currently plays in the Men's England Hockey League Premier Division for Wimbledon 

after previously representing Wycombe at youth level.

Classroom Assistance

Meanwhile we are very grateful to our recent Alumni (from 2018-2020)  James Hoggett, 

Thomas Findlay, David Moore, Joshua Henderson, Harry Brown, Dan Kightly, Miles 

Kingman, George Emmins and Scott Smith who  have formed a very valuable team of 

helpers with our year 7s and 8s.  The team joined us in May to be classroom assistants 

and offer additional academic, practical and pastoral support to these two year groups 

whose whole experience of John Hampden Grammar School has been under Covid’s 

influence and lockdowns.



Departmental News

Euler-Erdos Mathematical Society 

 Mr Barnes, Head of Mathematics

A group of our Year 13s this year instigated the formation of a new Mathematical society at 

JHGS and Tom Hardy its first official President has written the following:

In September 2021, the Euler Erdős Mathematical Society of the Department of Mathematics 

at John Hampden Grammar will launch, marking the start of an exciting new initiative at the 

school.  The Society was founded in honour of Leonhard Euler and Paul Erdős, two of the most 

prolific and influential mathematicians of all time, and seeks to create an environment where 

students can be inspired within mathematics and demonstrate their passion for the subject, 

outside of academic learning, both through current students and also external speakers. 

Over the coming academic year, the recently-elected leadership team are dedicated to 

establishing a strong community in the society that promotes an increased extracurricular 

awareness in mathematics and strives to excite, enrich, and extend the mathematical learning 

of young men at JHGS. The EE Society opens its doors to anybody that has a love for 

mathematics and its applications, regardless of their academic background or subject choices, 

and is designed as a place outside of timetabled lessons where students can learn about new 

and developing frontiers in mathematics and garner new interests. As a result, the president 

and his leadership team look forward to building a legacy where the EE society takes a 

keystone role in the strong extracurricular profile of JHGS. 

Can you help?

We would welcome contact from Alumni whose work or further study is relevant to the 

Mathematical fields and who would be happy to speak to current students over the next 

academic year.  If you think you may be able to help, please get in contact with us via 

alumni@jhgs.bucks.sch.uk .

mailto:alumni@jhgs.bucks.sch.uk


The ASK podcast

The ASK (Attain Secret Knowledge) podcast  has been an amazing way for students to 

interview teachers about their particular areas of interest and deep expertise as well as in 

the most recent episode reversing the format with teachers asking four EPQ (Extended 

Project Qualification) Sixth Formers about their areas of research and conclusions.  The 

podcast is available on apple, youtube and spotify and there are now 10 episodes to listen 

to.  The latest episode’s Youtube link is here.

The New Build Update 

The Innovation Hub is on target to be opened for the new school year in September.  Over 
the summer holidays the Maths, Business and Economics, Computer Science and 
Psychology departments will all move over to their new home.  As part of this we are 
clearing cupboards and stock rooms and repurposing as much as we can around the school.  
Text books in good condition that we no longer require are being donated to the Marlow 
based charity Build on Books for equipping schools in Sierra Leone, and our charity 
ambassadors are busy collating the first delivery before the end of term.

During the works and due to Covid restrictions this academic year has felt quite a squeeze 
at times housing classes and the students and teachers will benefit hugely from the newly 
equipped teaching classrooms and two new computer suites.

In addition, over the summer  the area between the new building and the school hall and 
canteen will be paved and landscaped to create a third quad.  This will be known as the 
Compass Quad and we have begun a fundraising campaign to help raise money to furnish 
transform this area into a pleasant and practical space for all students.  

More details of this and a full report of the building in use will follow in the Autumn term!

Mrs Summers and Mr Till from the English Department have this term 

launched a school podcast, supported by invaluable technical  help 

from the Sixth Form Audio Visual team.

We are very grateful for the help of Alumnus 
Henry Young of Cerulean Films 
(www.ceruleanfilms.co.uk)  who was on hand to 
capture the ‘Topping Out’ of the Innovation Hub 
in May by Miss Hartley.  
This video can be viewed here.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1LrN1YoTnoQ
https://vimeo.com/547970924


Staffing news

We have four very highly valued members of staff moving on to new things at the end of 
this academic year.

Ms Oliver and Ms Tilling both leave the DT department for new schools after 19 and 12 
years here respectively, both having contributed hugely to the success of the department.

Mr Matt Jones, former assistant Headteacher (and always a Maths teacher!) has taught at 
the school for 12 years, having also attended JHGS for his own secondary schooling.  He is 
now going to be working full time for his church having split his time between the two jobs 
over the past year. 

Finally, Mr Reed our Head of Geography is retiring after thirty three  years teaching here 
having made a huge contribution to the school’s life and ethos, teaching and mentoring so 
many, students and staff alike.

Thank you to each of these members of staff for your dedication to the school.  Thank you 
too to those Alumni who contributed to the memories we’ve collected for Matt Jones and 
Alan in particular.  Some of these have been the stuff of legend!

Life at Oxford University - a talk for current students

We are always very happy when former students come in to talk to current pupils, either 

about their University choice or their chosen career path.  Fifteen Year 12s and several 

members of staff were treated to an inspiring ‘live and in person’ presentation from JHGS 

alumnus Luca Webb (2019) this term in one of our Oxbridge Enrichment sessions. Luca is 

currently in his second year reading History at Somerville College, Oxford. 

Topics he addressed included the all-important question, ‘Why Oxbridge?’, the types of 

super curricular activities that will make an application to Oxford or Cambridge stand out 

from the crowd, how to draft a UCAS personal statement that will help to secure you an 

interview and a detailed description of the academic facilities and sporting and social 

opportunities Oxford offers its undergraduates as part of college life (with a lot of photos!)



Linkedin

As you may already know we have two sites on Linkedin.  The 

‘closed’ Alumni group where you request to join as  many of you

have,  and the open to view  John Hampden Grammar School site 

https://www.linkedin.com/school/8244428 .  The John Hampden Grammar School site 

now has ‘school’ rather than ‘business’ status. This means that if you use Linkedin you 

can add John Hampden Grammar School as your ‘place of Education’ and a logo will 

automatically appear next to your entry.  It also means you can view an automatically 

generated Alumni area on Linkedin so you can search other alumni who perhaps may 

work in your industry or were in your year group etc.  

YOUR NEWS

If you have any Alumni News that you would like to share with members of JHGS do 

write in and let us know and we will include the most interesting stories and 

experiences in the next edition of the newsletter at the end of the Autumn Term.

Please contact us via an email for the attention of Mrs Templing:    

alumni@jhgs.bucks.sch.uk

If you know of someone who has yet to join the Alumni of JHGS and would like to 

please forward this link on…..https://forms.gle/r5iHfxUuiCqhE6Nc9 

https://www.linkedin.com/school/8244428
mailto:alumni@jhgs.bucks.sch.uk
https://forms.gle/r5iHfxUuiCqhE6Nc9

