
ALUMNI NEWSLETTER

Welcome Back!

We have made it through a full academic year with 
continuous in-school education and despite restrictions 
continuing into the autumn term it has been as near  to 
normal as we could have hoped following Covid’s 
disruptions.  Our year 11 and 13s have sat their GCSE’s and 
A’Levels at the end of the summer term and sports fixtures 
and extra curricular clubs and school trips have returned, 
much to the school community’s delight.

We extend our thanks to our very active Head Boy team of Ewan, Teo, Tom, Reuben, 
Keyaan and James, who quickly brought the wider team of prefects and men in black up 
to scratch for all the events we’ve missed hosting of late.

Our Maths Teacher and House Coordinator Mr Hill has done an amazing job this year 
organising and coordinating house competitions for the entire school and staff and this 
has certainly been a great help rekindling the sense of school community. 

We had return visitors in the Quad - a couple of Mallards chose to lay and hatch out 
their not insubstantial family with us - not once but twice; 14 ducklings in the first batch 
and 12 in the second. Following last year’s stark lesson we moved the ducks to safety 
before they were picked off by the red kites.

We were also able to welcome back some of our most recent 
student alumni for our ‘From Here to There Fair’, aimed at our 
current year 12 students as an opportunity for an informal chat 
about the next steps after JHGS.

We’re always happy to hear from you and welcome you back to 
school. Feel free to pass this newsletter on to other Alumni,

Best wishes,

Miss Tracey Hartley
Headteacher



Head boy team 2022-2023

Our new Head Boy team are (left to right) Mac, Josh, Caleb (Head Boy), Jack, Thomas and 
Raihan.

Gold DofE Award Celebration at 
Buckingham Palace 

After a two year wait, Mrs Jefferson 

and Mr Townsend enjoyed a day out in 

the gardens of Buckingham Palace in 

June, in the presence of HRH Prince 

Edward, to celebrate some of our 

former, and one current student, 

receiving their Gold DofE Awards. It 

was great to catch up with our alumni 

and their parents and celebrate their 

achievement after so long.



Alumni help at the ‘From here to there’ Fair - for Year 12 

We were very happy to welcome back 14 of our recent alumni for an informal ‘next steps’ fair 
in the penultimate week of term. Year 12 came to meet them and were encouraged to speak to 
former students who are currently studying at university or learning via an apprenticeship to 
ask about their courses, accommodation, clubs, and work and get a rounded view of the 
practicalities of life after A Levels from familiar ex  students.

We hope to repeat the afternoon next year and invite some of our current year 13s to come 

back in and talk to the year group, and of course catch up with staff!

Many thanks to Sam Phippen, Balraj Dhaliwal, Max Griffiths, Joe McCann, Oscar Ridley,  Shuja 

Mehdi, James Lewis, Adam Moss, Rio Garewal, Tom McFarlane, Owen Werrell, Saad Shah, 

Amann Bukhari and James Hoggett for their time.

We hope to run a similar event next year, so will be in contact with recent leavers who are on the 

alumni mailing list well  ahead of time!



Question Time

In a return to tradition our first big public event in school since December 2019 was JHGS 

Question Time, held at the end of March.  In a first, the event was also live streamed by the 

Audio Visual team to augment the hall audience.

The student panel started off the evening with some exceptionally well informed and argued 

debates ably and entertainingly chaired by Mr Till. It is fair to say that should any of these 

students end up in the House of Commons the level of the debate in that Chamber will 

improve significantly!

For the main debate we were delighted to welcome Baroness D’Souza who returned as our 

chair, she was joined by Peter Ford, former UK Ambassador to Syria, Lord Attlee, Conservative 

Peer, and local parliamentary candidates Mark Jones and Toni Brodelle. Again, the packed 

audience were able to ask topical questions and to listen to informed and respectful debate 

which offered up unique insight to today’s events. 

A huge thank you must go to all the students who instigated, organised and ran the entire 

event. They did all the work, and they did a superb job. We’re already looking forward to 

JHGSQT 2023!



Mr Bilsborough’s Retirement

One of our longest serving members of staff , Max 
Bilsborough is retiring at the end of the summer term.  

Max has been an amazing Deputy Head of Sixth Form, Head 
of Business Studies and Economics and the school will miss 
his teaching, humour and squash prowess! Max set high 
standards and woe betide any Sixth Former who tried to 
enter Monday morning assemblies with his hands in his 
pockets or his shirt hanging out. Year upon year Business 
and Economics students achieved excellent exam results 
with many of you going on to study these and related 
subjects at University, all thanks to the hard work and 
dedication of Mr Bilsborough. 

We will all miss Max and wish him a very long and happy 
retirement full of skiing, cycling and squash.  If you wish to 
pass on your kind regards to Mr Bilsborough or share a 
memory or two please email alumni@jhgs.bucks.sch.uk for 
your messages to be forwarded on. 



Alumni News

In May Kenton became the first non-Nepali person to complete the 8,849m (29,032ft) peak 16 

times.  In his previous 15 trips up Everest, he has been a guide to other well-known 

mountaineers, including Sir Ranulph Fiennes and broadcaster Ben Fogle.

Mr Fogle said for the 48-year-old "to climb Everest once was a trial - to climb it 16 times is 

heroic."

He was also the first person to complete the Everest triple crown, comprising Everest, Lhotse 

and Nuptse, in one push without returning to base camp.

He was also the first British guide to lead a client to the summit of K2, the world's second 

highest mountain.

Overcoming personal adversity Kenton was told in 1996 that he would never walk again unaided 

after he shattered both heel bones in a rock-climbing accident. However, after a year of surgery 

and therapy he overcame the worst of this but  still lives with chronic pain.

A post on Mr Cool's Instagram page read:

 "Summit successful. Kenton and Team have reached the summit of Chomolungma, Sagarmatha, 

Mt Everest. This marks KC's 16th summit, a non-Sherpa record."

Kami Rita Sherpa has to date completed the climb an amazing 26 times!  The female record is 

held by Lhakpa Sherpa who has climbed successfully to the summit 10 times. More information 

from the Guiness World Record page here.(This link is slightly out of date with the most recent 

climbs updated on their wikipedia pages).

Alumnus Kenton Cool (1991) 

has successfully completed 

his record-breaking 16th 

summit of Mount Everest!

https://www.guinnessworldrecords.com/records/hall-of-fame/kami-rita-sherpa-and-lhakpa-sherpa-most-times-to-climb-everest
https://www.guinnessworldrecords.com/records/hall-of-fame/kami-rita-sherpa-and-lhakpa-sherpa-most-times-to-climb-everest


James McFadzen (2017 )
Commonwealth Games selection

Congratulations to alumnus James McFadzen 

(2017), who has been selected to Team 

England’s Commonwealth Games Swimming 

Team.

YOUR NEWS
If you have any Alumni News that you would like to share with members of JHGS do write in 

and let us know and we will include the most interesting stories and experiences in the next 

edition of the newsletter at the end of the Autumn Term.

Please contact us via email for the attention of Mrs Templing:   alumni@jhgs.bucks.sch.uk

If you know of someone who has yet to join the Alumni mailing list of JHGS and 

would like to please forward this link to click 

on…..https://forms.gle/r5iHfxUuiCqhE6Nc9 

https://forms.gle/r5iHfxUuiCqhE6Nc9

