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The biggest change in the school  this century has surely been 
the successful completion of the Innovation Hub at the end of 
the summer.  The building was finished on time and to budget 
after very able management by staff and governors through a 
highly unusual set of circumstances.  Students had their first 
lessons in the building from the very start of term and we are so 
appreciative of all the hard work that has gone into making this a 
success! More details of the opening ceremony are inside this 
bulletin.  

Miss T Hartley
Headteacher

We were also able to finally officially open the remodelled Design Technology Block this term. 
Although in use since September 2020, Covid had prevented an official opening earlier and we 
were delighted to welcome our friends at The Worshipful Company of Furniture Makers and 
their current master David Woodward to officiate.  Our ties with this organisation and local 
Wycombe industries are very important to us. Design has provided a backbone through John 
Hampden’s history and origins as Wycombe Technical Institute of Art and Design and will 
continue to be so in the future.

We welcomed the return of Sports Fixtures this term, with particular success from our Cross 
Country Running team who made it to the National Finals in Cornwall at the beginning of this 
month and placed a very creditable 13th in a field of 47.   Our year 10 football squad are 
through to the County semi finals and we’ve also had success with our Squash and Table Tennis 
teams in particular.

With Omnicron now prevalent we’ve had to revert to a virtual Christmas concert which you can 
see here. It may bring back happy memories of you in Y7 singing your heart out with the rest of 
your year group whilst proud parents beamed in the audience!
Wishing you all a Merry (and safe) Christmas and look forward to welcoming many of you back 
to JHGS in 2022.

https://vimeo.com/657228930


 L to R: Mark Phillips QC, Miss Hartley, Tom, Deputy Headboy, Mr Dein MBE, Baroness Brady 

CBE and Ewan, Headboy.

We were delighted to welcome David Dein MBE and Baroness Karren Brady CBE to officially 

open the Innovation Hub in October.  After a short introduction by Mark Phillips QC, himself an 

alumnus of John Hampden Grammar school and long serving school Governor,  the ribbon was 

cut and the Head Boy team showed all our distinguished guests around the Innovation Hub. 

Guests were then taken  to the school hall where David Dein gave a very entertaining talk on 

the evolution  of the Premier league as a business.  The audience of students then had the 

opportunity to put a number of their questions to Mr Dein and Baroness Brady who both gave 

very informative and insightful responses. 

The opening marked another significant achievement in the history of JHGS. The realisation of 

the Innovation Hub and adjacent Compass Quad has come about through everyone’s 

commitment to working as a team and being solution focussed. 

In his talk David Dein shared with the boys the motto of the turtle - you don’t get anywhere in 

life without sticking your neck out. We dared to dream and today we’ve achieved that dream! 





Design Technology Block Refurbishment

On Thursday 11th November Members of the Worshipful Company of  Furniture Makers’ 

visited the school to attend the official opening of the refurbished DT block.  David Woodward 

the Master of the Company performed the opening ceremony and he and Past Master Tony 

Smart then judged coffee tables which had been made by Year 11s (now Year 12s) during a 

summer workshop.  Ben and Kiran were both presented with prizes for design and execution of 

their tables.  We were also delighted to welcome back alumni Mark Wilkins and Peter Hearn 

who are both members of the company themselves, working within the industry.  

Representatives from Ercol, Axminster Tools and Celtheath and Greengate Furniture Ltd all 

chatted to the students attending about opportunities within their industry and students’ 

future aspirations.  The Deputy Mayor of Wycombe, Cllr Lesley Clarke and members of the 

school Governing body were also present for the occasion.



Alumni News

Claude Whatham

Alumni may be interested to visit an exhibition at

Windsor Castle of paintings created by Claude Whatham (1927-2008)

a former student of Wycombe Technical Institute and School of Art 

(which of course  later became  John Hampden Grammar School ).  

The paintings will be displayed  until next spring.  

Claude created these Pantomime portraits on wallpaper during the 

war whilst himself an evacuee, to fill spaces created by  works by

Sir Thomas Lawrence  that had been put into safe  storage

to avoid possible Bomb damage.  https://www.rct.uk/collection/408532/aladdin  

In later life Claude Whatham became a successful television and  film Director, his most 

famous films being adaptations of  Swallows and Amazons (1974) and Cider with Rosie 

(1971).  With thanks to Mrs Pearce, (mother to two alumni herself) for bringing this to our 

attention.

Manohar Venkataraman 

‘Seeing how the campus has blossomed from the time

 I was there when we had to spend time in the temporary

 classroom sheds known as the ‘terrapins’ really has proved

 enlightening.

 

Within a few weeks of completing my A levels I was off to Binghamton University in New 

York after my Dad got a job in New York City.  After graduating with a degree in Economics 

and Mathematics I started working in the city and fell in love with it, becoming a US Citizen 

and now having lived in Manhattan for the last 23 years. 

 

Of course, you could take the boy out of England, but can’t take England out of the boy.  My 

love of football never wavered, and I ended up playing on the biggest amateur football club 

in New York City, Central Park Rangers FC Playing with a hugely diverse crew also provided 

me with friends to travel to World Cups and Euros in the US, South Korea, Portugal, 

Germany, Ukraine, Poland, Brazil, France, Romania and Hungary.  The latest Euros was 

enormous fun (upto the last kick of the game), and as always we represented at the pub.  

Looking forward to someday making it back and seeing all the changes in person.’

 

Manohar Venkataraman, O levels 1986 (yes I’m that old), A Levels 1988

https://www.rct.uk/collection/408532/aladdin
http://www.centralparkrangers.com/cprfc/


David Kelly

David Kelly (JHGS 2003) is now executive director at the British 

Chamber of Commerce Singapore (BritCham), the chamber has helped

 around 90 companies since the UK-Singapore Free Trade Agreement

(UKSFTA) was signed in December 2020.

The ASK podcast

The school ASK podcast run by the English Department and members of the Sixth form  has 

continued to add  new episodes  to its catalogue this and has been a great way to engage 

students in extra curricular subjects.  Episodes are available on Youtube or via your preferred 

podcast subscription service

A sample episode is attached:  Youtube link is here.

Alex Heard

Alex Heard (JHGS 2019) has just started his Fine Art 

BA at Goldsmiths in London, after finishing his 

foundation course  at The Royal Drawing School.    

Along with other students he held an exhibition at the 

Crypt Gallery NW1 in London in early November.

The exhibition was a homage to the great poet Dante 

Alighieri, and especially The Divine Comedy, as it the 

700 year anniversary of his death this year. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sMvqlqm080U


House News

It has been a busy term for the six houses within school and the first significant change was that 

form groups now follow house names, so forms  7B, 7C, 7K, 7R, 7S and 7W are all year 7 

members of Brunel, Carrington, Kelvin, Ramsey, Sheraton and Wren respectively, and this 

continues up the school.  In addition each member of staff is also assigned a House to support.  

Mr Hill (Mathematics) is our new House Coordinator and alongside a range of departments has 

organised, baking, poetry, murder mystery, rubik’s cube, design  a super hero and comic strip 

competitions alongside the interhouse sports that happen at the end of the term.  All entries 

received varying amounts of house points based on merit and alongside the  points awarded for 

exhibiting the school’s #BeMore ethos the table at the end of this term looks like this:



Departmental News

Euler-Erdos Mathematical Society -  Mr Barnes, Head of Mathematics

Following an appeal in the Summer 2021 newsletter several Alumni very 

kindly got in touch and offered their help and experience to talk to 

students about their Maths related further studies and careers:

Will Eaton - is currently studying Seismology at Princeton University, USA 

having completed his undergraduate degree in Earth Sciences at Oxford 

University), Will facilitated an engaging, humorous and fascinating talk on 

the research he is currently undertaking in Seismology. Hel effortlessly 

made complex mathematics accessible to the members of the EE society, 

including an introduction to the Navier-Stokes equation and (rather 

fittingly) the forward Euler method. Alongside which, he capably linked 

the talk to Geographical content, demonstrating how mathematics really 

does permeate across the curriculum!

Rhys Coombs MEng CEng MIET ACGI SupE, is now a 

Hydrodynamic Engineer, owner of CCH and CCI, a 

member of the Panel of Reservoir Supervising 

Engineers, Rhys facilitated an engaging, inspiring and 

fascinating talk on applied mathematics in Dam 

Engineering. Rhys inspired a number of our students to 

explore engineering and STEM related careers!

Prof. Nick Andrews PhD, MSc, BSc,  is now a  
Senior Statistician from UK Health Security Agency, 
and honorary professor with the London School of 
Hygiene and Tropical Medicine. After a few 
reminiscences of his time here, Nick gave a 
fascinating talk on how he and his colleagues at the 
UK Health Security Agency (formally Public Health 
England - PHE) assess the efficacy of vaccines in his 
talk referring to HPV and Covid-19. He discussed 
the number of factors that have to be considered, 
linking his talk to the economic

restraints of health care. Nick was able to share with us data that was less than a week old, and 
discuss with the students how he interprets this, and how this may be used to influence future 
decisions. 

Nick also gave us an insight of how he and his team have had to adapt and innovate their normal 
processes to support a fast pandemic response - demonstrating to us the ability of Maths to 
innovate, but also the importance of this key skill to our students.



Most of the Headboy Team in costume for Christmas lunch and Jumper Day December 2021

YOUR NEWS

If you have any Alumni News that you would like to share with 

members of JHGS do write in and let us know and we will include 

the most interesting stories and experiences in the next edition of 

the newsletter at the end of the Autumn Term.

Please contact us via an email for the attention of Mrs Templing:    

alumni@jhgs.bucks.sch.uk

If you know of someone who has yet to join the Alumni of 

JHGS and would like to please forward this link 

on…..https://forms.gle/r5iHfxUuiCqhE6Nc9 

mailto:alumni@jhgs.bucks.sch.uk
https://forms.gle/r5iHfxUuiCqhE6Nc9

