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How you can’t prevent a Messi Christmas?

It would seem that despite the hopes and dreams, football will not be coming home on Santa’s sleigh this

year. Although some will be grateful that the feast of football is drawing to a close, many will still be ardently

championing their favourite players and teams in the closing stages of the competition in Qatar. Personally I

believe, and I may be wrong (unlikely on this though), that Lionel Messi is without doubt the greatest player

of his generation.

Whilst others may champion different players (Mbappe is quite good at the moment I grudgingly admit - it’s still a bit

too soon though as an England fan), I am sure such debate is well intentioned and ultimately harmless. The competition

being hosted in Qatar has very much brought the strong views of the country to the fore, and how they contrast with

those widely held by British society. Although the views of Qatari’s have not been imposed upon the rest of the world,

this is not always the case when groups who hold strong views feel hat others should share them, and resistance

quashed.

Radicalisation is a process by which individuals, often young people, move from supporting moderate mainstream views

to supporting extreme ideological views. Platforms such as YouTube, TikTok, Instagram and Twitter play host to a range

of groups and individuals whose values are at odds with accepted British Values. This is more than whether Cristiano

Ronaldo is better than Lionel Messi [it is still Messi by the way]. Having strong views is different to trying to impose and

influence others views whilst championing prejudice.

The term radicalisation is often linked to the actions of 
extremist groups such as ISIS, but in reality can include 
unpalatable ideologies in broader political and social areas 
including white supremacy, and the misogynistic views of 
infamous influencers.

Radicalisation makes those at risk more likely to support 
violent acts, and possibly even commit such criminal acts 
themselves. The statistics are frightening;

• The number of right-wing extremist pieces of content investigated 
by the Metropolitan Police’s Counter-Terrorism Internet Referral 
Unit surged from three in 2016 to 222 in 2020 – a 74-fold rise.

• More than 1,600 children under the age of 15 were referred to a 
government anti-terror scheme (PREVENT programme)

https://www.internetmatters.org/issues/radicalisation/learn-about-it/


The causes of radicalisation

Young people are vulnerable to a range of risks as they pass through adolescence. They are exposed to new influences and 

potentially risky behaviours, influence from peers, influence from older people, or the internet as they may begin to 

explore ideas and issues around their identity.

There is no single cause of radicalisation, or journey to becoming radicalised. The internet creates more opportunities to 

become radicalised, since it’s a worldwide 24/7 medium that allows you to find and meet people who share and will 

reinforce your opinions. Research tells us that the internet and face-to-face communications work in tandem, with online 

activity allowing a continuous dialogue to take place.

Let me take you back to my footballing viewpoint. If you are neutral to whether Messi is the best player of his generation, 

you will undoubtedly gain an opinion if you access resources that show you clips of his finest moves, whilst showing every 

time his peers stumble, fall and miss. If you access a forum that eulogises his upbringing, generosity and key moments of 

his life - carefully curated to only show him at his greatest, whilst looking at posts about the awful things that others may 

(or may not) have done, it reinforces the positive opinion that you are forming. If influential people, football pundits and 

the world's greatest players tell you that Messi is the best ever - you will probably start to voice these opinions yourself. 

Now imagine that this was not about who is the greatest football player, but instead whether people of one race are 

superior to another. Imagine that the message is more directive, inciting you to do something about those who are seen as 

inferior or wrong. That is radicalisation.

The circumstances that make people vulnerable to radicalisation 

Usefully there are a number of common signs that people in 
the process of being radicalised often exhibit (although many 
can be innocent manifestations of being a teenager);

1. Being secretive about who they’ve been talking to online 
and what sites they visit

2. A move from expressing moderate views to following more 
extreme views

3. A sudden conviction that their religion, culture or beliefs 
are under threat and treated unjustly

4. A conviction that the only solution to this threat is violence 
or war

5. Lack of feeling of belonging or a desperate need to find 
acceptance within a group

6. Displaying intolerant views to people of other races, 
religions or political beliefs

Common to these signs is that they are a change from previous 
behaviours.



What can you do about it?

Recalibrate. When you are exposed to strong views, it is important to take a step back and seek counter views and the 

trusted opinions of friends and family to help to regain perspective on the information that we are being presented with. 

It is important to challenge information that we are presented with, and ask ‘why did someone post this?, what do they 

gain from me viewing it?’, where is the factual evidence (not opinion or interpretation) that this is based on?

It may be nothing, but if you feel that you notice these signs, there are some things that you could do to help.

If you are still concerned there are a number of further resources and agencies that you can get in contact with;

Educate against hate.com has some good advice and links regarding how to act if you are concerned that a young person 

has been exposed to extremism or radicalisation.

The CEOP safety centre has links to advice on how to report concerns that you may have

Act Early (Action Counters Terrorism) has more information regarding how to spot radicalisation in action, and outlines the 

Governments PREVENT strategy.

Mr Hathaway has a mantra. “It may be nothing, but…”. If you see any signs that a young person in your life may be 

developing unhealthy and extreme views, don’t ignore it. Start the conversation, and use the support available if you feel 

that you need more support.

Find out about online friendships and where they are getting their ideas from: What sites they go to, where they 

met their online friends, how they communicate, and what information they share. Talk to them about being cautious 

about what they share with people online. Remind them that even though people they’ve met online might feel like 

friends they may not be who they say they are and that they may have ulterior motives for befriending them.

Stay calm and don’t get angry: People with extreme views often 

feel defensive about them - let them know that they can explore 

their ideas with you will stay calm. Getting confrontational can lead 

to them being pushed away.

Be approachable: Let them know you’re 

there to help them if they get into trouble 

online – and if they’re concerned about 

something they can come to you.

Enjoy your festive break, and let’s hope that it is 

Messi taking the World Cup home on a sleigh 

this year.

https://educateagainsthate.com/what-should-i-do-if-i-think-my-child-has-been-exposed-to-extremism-or-radicalisation/
https://www.ceop.police.uk/safety-centre/
https://actearly.uk/


Reporting concerns

If you have an esafety concern, there are a range of sources of help and advice available. If the event takes place in

school, during a school organised activity, or using school accounts or equipment, please email esafe@jhgs.bucks.sch.uk

providing as much information as you can. Please note that this email is monitored by the safeguarding team, and it may

be necessary to pass on details to other agencies including the Police.

You can contact the CEOP (Child Exploitation and Online Protection) team who are part of the National Crime Agency via

https://www.ceop.police.uk/safety-centre/, for any activity you feel may be illegal, but you should contact the Police

directly if you feel that your information is urgent.

Alternatively agencies such as Internet Matters, the NSPCC and Childline have reporting facilities for any other concerns

that you may have. The Internet Matters page also includes information on how to report inappropriate social media

posts.

Glossary on online terms

I hope that the information contained and referenced in this newsletter has been useful and informative. I am very

conscious that the online lexicon is ever changing and often confusing. As such Internet Matters have produced a

comprehensive glossary of terms that can be searched here.

Previous editions of the ESafety Newsletter have looked at…

● Summer 2022 … avoiding fake news and misinformation

● Spring 2022 … using apps to support better mental health

● Autumn 2021 …. the prominence and dangers of sexting

● Summer 2021 … conduct online, including hate crimes

● Spring 2021 … the dangers of phishing pharming and password security

● Autumn 2020 … keeping safe at home over the festive break

Content and links were correct at the time of publishing the newsletter.

Further reading from this newsletters topic;

• https://www.internetmatters.org/issues/fake-news-and-misinformation-advice-hub/protecting-children-from-fake-

news/

• https://saferinternet.org.uk/online-issue/misinformation

• https://www.stophateuk.org/about-hate-crime/what-is-online-hate-crime/misinformation-and-fake-news/

• https://www.childline.org.uk/get-involved/articles/how-to-spot-fake-news/

• https://www.nesta.org.uk/blog/fake-news-what-is-it-and-how-can-we-tackle-it/

Mr J Turner

Assistant Headteacher – Curriculum, Digital Strategy & Outreach

Click the button to make a report, and keep a look 

out for this symbol online to do the same.
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