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Esafety – A summer of love, not hate

The summer of 2021 has been and continues to be an unusual one, as it hosts delayed
sporting events originally pencilled in for 2020 – most notably Euro 2020 and the Tokyo 2020
Olympic games. Ironically the delay for glory also applies to England, whose quest for a trophy
will now extend past 55 years since that fabled win in 1966. As a boy in a grammar school in
1996, I very well remember the feeling after the defeat in the semi-final, and the media
‘attention’ given to the team including Gareth Southgate who was one of those unfortunate
enough to miss his spot kick.

The world was a little different however in 1996, and although the feeling of the nation was
the same, social media did not exist, and the only public voices were those of the media –
unkind, but none the less regulated and held to account.

This summer however, the agony of the whole nation was played out not only in newspapers
and on TV, but through content and messages shared over social media platforms – where
everybody has the ability to reach a global audience and be heard.

Two key strands of keeping esafe is how we conduct

ourselves when online, and the content on material

that we publish. There is a balance between free

speech and inciting hatred. Sadly not all of the

reaction was appropriate, and some posts even

broke the law – being deemed ‘hate crimes’.

Abuse (sometimes called trolling) through social

media posts can be considered a hate crime.

At the time of writing this newsletter, a 50 year old man has been arrested for inciting racial

hatred following a Twitter message to Marcus Rashford.



What is considered a hate crime?

A hate crime is defined as ‘any criminal offence which is perceived, by the victim or any other
person, to be motivated by hostility or prejudice towards someone based on a personal
characteristic.’

It is important to note that in the context of this newsletter I am focussing on digital
interactions including email, but this applies to all forms of communication including verbal.

There are five categories of hate crime depending on the nature of the content (although a
crime can be classified as relating to multiple strands);

 Race or ethnicity (69% of reported cases)
 Religion or beliefs (6.2%)
 Sexual orientation (14.4% - but the fastest growing category year on year)
 Disability (7.7%)
 transgender identity (2.3% - another area of significant growth)

A Home Office report highlights that there were over 100,000 hate crimes recorded in the UK
in 2019/20 (on and offline), an increase of 8% year on year and more than double the number
recorded in 2014/15. Of these cases, 12,828 resulted in convictions in 2018/19. The UK courts
are handing down tougher sentences in almost three out of four hate crime cases, and appear
to be keen to respond strongly to hate crime. Almost 85% of hate crimes now result in
conviction. Sentences can include imprisonment for up to seven years.

The Crown Prosecution Service produces an annual report on Hate Crime to show the trends
in hate crime prosecutions.

Inciting Racial Hatred

Stirring up hatred against someone because of their race, religious beliefs or sexual
orientation can be a criminal offence under the Public Order Act 1986, and Racial and
Religious Hatred Act 2006. This includes online communications, posts and publications. This is
not limited to the public domain, but could be an email exchange between two people.

Protecting children from radicalisation: the Prevent duty

All staff at JHGS have completed ‘Prevent’ training. This was established as an anti-terrorism
measure in 2015, and trains teaching staff on identifying the signs of radicalisation.

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/925968/hate-crime-1920-hosb2920.pdf
https://www.cps.gov.uk/cps/news/tougher-hate-crime-sentences-record-levels-0
https://www.report-it.org.uk/cps_conviction_rate_for_hate_crime_at_all-time_
https://www.cps.gov.uk/publication/hate-crime-reports
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2006/1/contents


Reporting online hate speech

The image below has been produced by stopthehateuk, and links to the reporting features and 
information for each of the listed social media sites.

If you feel that a crime has been committed (rather than something that simply offends you),
you can report this directly to the Police. Always call 999 if you think it is an emergency. The
Metropolitan Police has further links in their website, where they have a range of methods to
report this including an online form.

Further support, reading and links

For more information on hate speech, appropriate content and social media etiquette the 
following websites linked below are a good source of further information;

● Tell MAMA

A national project supporting victims of anti-Muslim hate and monitoring anti-Muslim 

incidents.

● Community Security Trust (CST)

A charity protecting British Jews from antisemitism and related threats.

● Galop

A national charity providing advice and support to members of the LGBT community.

● Stop Hate UK

An independent charity that operates a free 24hr phone service for victims and 

witnesses.

● Inclusion London

A charity promoting equality for London’s Deaf and Disabled people.

Our school ethos is to ‘Quit ye like men’.

In our society it is not considered
sufficient to be passive and ignore
hateful speech and inappropriate
content. It is not okay simply to make
sure that content we create ourselves is
not offensive.

Increasingly the right thing to do is in
fact to be proactive and report the
inappropriate content of others.

https://www.stophateuk.org/how-to-report-online-hate/
https://www.met.police.uk/advice/advice-and-information/hco/hate-crime/how-to-report-hate-crime/
https://tellmamauk.org/
https://cst.org.uk/
http://www.galop.org.uk/
https://www.stophateuk.org/
https://www.inclusionlondon.org.uk/
https://www.stophateuk.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/New-SM-Icons-Image_new.pdf


Reporting concerns

If you have an esafety concern for your child, there are number of sources of help and advice.

If the event takes place in school, during a school organised activity, or using school accounts

or equipment, please email esafe@jhgs.bucks.sch.uk providing as much information as you

can. Please note that this email is monitored by the safeguarding team, and it may be

necessary to pass on details to other agencies including the Police.

You can contact the CEOP (Child Exploitation and Online Protection) team who are part of the

National Crime Agency via https://www.ceop.police.uk/safety-centre/, for any activity you feel

may be illegal, but you should contact the Police directly if you feel that your information is

urgent.

Alternatively agencies such as Internet Matters, the NSPCC and Childline have reporting

facilities for any other concerns that you may have. The Internet Matters page also includes

information on how to report inappropriate social media posts.

Glossary on online terms

I hope that the information contained and referenced in this document has been useful and

informative. I am very conscious that the online lexicon is ever changing and often confusing.

As such Internet Matters have produced a comprehensive glossary of terms that can be

searched here.

Mr J Turner

Assistant Headteacher – Curriculum, Digital Strategy & Outreach
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