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Furniture Exhibition at Wycombe 

Artistic Productions by Disabled Sailors and Soldiers 

 

A distinctly successful and encouraging Exhibition of furniture produced by 
disabled sailors and soldiers, was opened at the Technical Schools, Wycombe, on 
Monday afternoon and will remain on public view until to-morrow (Saturday) 
night. Wycombe enjoys the distinction of being the largest centre for the training 
of ex-Service men in the Furniture Industry, and the Exhibition is the first of the 
kind held in the country. The arrangement for the display were made by the Local 
Technical Advisory Committee, of which Mr W. H. Healey is the business-like 
Chairman; and they have the valuable assistance of Mr A. Gardham (Organising 
Secretary of the Higher Education Committee), Mr W. J. Stamps (Head Master of 
the School), Mr T. Shaw Wilson (Supervisor of Crafts), and Mr A. Williamson 
(Secretary of the Technical Advisory Committee). The preliminary list of 
applications comprised 64 disabled sailors and soldiers, of whom 51 were selected 
by the Advisory Committee as being specially suitable for training. The candidates 
include gardeners, footmen, agricultural labourers, engine drivers, builder clerks, 
and others, and they are receiving instruction in cabinet making, carving, 
upholstery, and furniture decoration. 

 

With regard to the Exhibits, all of which are exceedingly meritorious, perhaps the 
most noteworthy is a very handsome memorial cupboard, to be used as lockers 
by students in the Carving Room. The cupboard has been effectively designed by 
Mr T Shaw Wilson, A.R.C.A., and the work carried out by the following disabled 
men (under the tuition of Mr R W Parker): - Messrs. H. Watson, S. Morton, W. 
Brackley, W. Hare, C. Couling, H. Barley (makers), R. Wisdom, T. Carter, G. 
Goodchild, A Kearley, G Perfect (carvers), and Horace Trendall (who was 
responsible for the lettering). The cupboard forms a Memorial to the Students of 
the Technical School fallen in the War. It contains four panels, symbolic of War, 
Peace, Art, and Literature, and each is distinguished by an appropriate medallion. 
On the cornice are the names of the great battle areas – France, Belgium, North 
Sea, Gallipoli, Salonika, Palestine, Mesopotamia, Italy, and Africa; the frieze bearing 
the quotation: “They counted not their lives dear unto themselves.” In the 
Exhibition there are also on view examples of a complete set of work executed by 
men during their period of training in the School (six months). Reginald Wisdom, 
who is now employed by Messrs. Nicholls and Janes, on his second period of 
training (six months), shows some excellent specimens of carving. Others worthy 



of mention are Harry Long, Thos, Carter, G. Goodchild, Geo. Perfect, and Albert 
Kearley. In the cabinet making section there is a display of elementary examples 
of joints and inlaying, while there is a useful collection of medicine cabinets, 
chests, stools, tables and occasional tables. Furniture painting and decoration is 
under the personal supervision of Mr W J Stamps; and in this department two of 
the men have been training about five months, and a third man about three 
months. The work was particularly well done, considering that the “students” had 
no previous knowledge of furniture painting. It is practically new work so far as 
the Wycombe School of Art is concerned, and it is full of possibilities, which 
should be taken advantage of and developed to the fullest extent. It is certainly 
work that should not be sent out of the town, but retained. Most of the men in this 
section also took drawing as part of their training. Special mention should be 
made of the work of Frank Bowden and Charles Trew. The specimens shown 
included occasional tables, mirrors, and panels. In the upholstery department (Mr 
A Bass, instructor), an adjustable settee was exhibited by R. Smith and J. Bandy, a 
Bedford easy chair by H. Batt, and a log easy chair by E. Stratford. Altogether 
there were twenty was chairs of differing types, small square chairs, etc. 

 

The following is a list of the disabled sailors and soldiers receiving training in 
Wycombe: - Furniture decoration – Messrs. Frank Bowden, C. Trew, L. Worrel, Jas. 
Ford, H. Long, A. Kearley, T. Carter, G. Goodchild, G. Perfect, C. Randall, J. 
Cranfield, A. McDermott, R. Ackrill, A. Fountain, C. White, W. Sarney, W. Hare, R. 
Berry; Cabinet Making – W. C. Laurie, H. Wilson, J. Pearce, W. Goldney, W. Vickers, 
E. White, C. Couling, W. Brackley, L. Morton, H. Chandler, H. Barley, G. Aldworth, R. 
Kift; Upholstery – Frank Andrews, S. Hopkins, W. Morris, J. A. Bandy, R. Croker, G. 
Pither, Chas. Batt, T. Stevens, A. Plumridge, R. Smith, N. Prescott, E. Jackson, A. 
Wicken, E. Stratford, H. Batt, E. Goldsmith, J. Midroney, W. Smith, H. Smith. 

 

Some of the articles made have found ready purchasers, and there are several 
upholstered goods still for sale. 

 

Those who visit the Exhibition will, we feel sure, agree as to the beneficial results 
to be obtained from continuous and intensive training in a Technical Institute. If 
some system of continuous training could be applied to apprentices at a suitable 
age before entering the factory, or during the early stage of their factory work, it 
is obvious that their work would result advantageously, not only themselves, but 
to their employers and to the industry generally. The Higher Education Committee 
are anxious to provide a suitable Technical Institute where this technical and 
industrial training can be imparted. 

 



The Opening Ceremony 

 

There was a large attendance (including the disabled sailors and soldiers under 
instruction in the town), at the opening ceremony, which was performed at four 
o’clock by Brigadier-General Phipps Hornby, V.C., C.M.G., C.B. Among those 
present were the Mayor (Mr Owen Haines), Mr Daniel Carke, Mr W H Healey 
(President of the Wycombe Furniture Manufacturers’ Federation), Mr H Parker 
(Vice-President of the Federation), Dr L West, Miss Dove, Miss Wheeler, Major 
Coningsby Disraeli, Mr R V Elvey (Chairman of the Bucks Education Committee, 
Mr J C Parker, Mr R J Howland, Mr W T Groom, Miss E M Thurlow, Mr G. W. 
Arnison (Headmaster of the Royal Grammar School), Mr and Mrs R A Janes, Mr W 
T Harris, Mr A Williamson (Secretary of the Local Technical Advisory Committee), 
Mr A Gardham, Mr W J Stamps, Mr T Shaw Wilson, and others. 

 

Mr W H Healey presided, and in some introductory observations he said it might 
be of interest to them to hear something of what had led up to their presence 
there that afternoon. The Exhibition consisted of work which had been executed 
entirely by disabled sailors and soldiers. Early in 1917 with the Ministry of Pensions, 
called together committees representing all the great industries of the country – 
committees consisting of equal numbers of employers and employed. The object 
of those Committees was to advise and assist the Ministry of Pensions in training 
disabled men who had fought for their country, and were unable to follow their 
won trades or occupations. The Committee which represented the furniture trade 
of the country was composed of eight employers and eight representatives of the 
workpeople. He had the honour of being one of the employers’ representatives. 
They held many meetings at the Ministry of Labour, and as a result they got out a 
syllabus, which met with the approval of the Government Department concerned, 
by which a scheme was framed for giving training to disabled sailors and soldiers. 
In order to carry out the scheme the Ministry of Labour appointed Local Technical 
Advisory Committees, which acted under the main Committee. It was under the 
auspices of the Wycombe Technical Advisory Committee that they were there 
that afternoon. Some six months ago they received their first disabled men for 
training. Statistics were, as a rule, dull and uninteresting, but he thought they 
would like to know something of which he thought Wycombe might justly be 
proud, viz., that fifty-one disabled sailors and soldiers were being trained - and 
carefully trained -  with a view to earning their own living in another industry from 
that in which they were engaged in pre-war days. (Applause). When they looked 
round the Exhibition and saw the work that had been done by those men in so 
short a time, he thought they would be ready to afford that every possible credit 
was due to the workers for the enthusiasm and keen interest they had taken in the 
work. (Applause). The Chairman paid a compliment to the Instructors, and then 
gave particulars as to the Government allowance to the disabled men while they 
were undergoing their training, single men receiving 33s per week, and married 



men with families extra allowance for children. The work of the local Committee 
did not finish with the preliminary training of the men at the School, but it was 
their business to do all they possible could to get each man into an approved 
workshop, where he could ultimately become fully skilled, and work under fair 
conditions , and receive an adequate rate of remuneration. (Applause). While they 
could train 51 men, they were in the unfortunate position that they could not make 
accommodation for 52. He hoped that one result of the Exhibition would be that 
every citizen, who appreciated all that those men had done in the war, would 
interest himself and herself in seeing to it that at any cost Wycombe should, at the 
earliest, possible moment, have additional workshop accommodation so that they 
might receive those men who were waiting and anxious to be trained in furniture 
work. (Applause). He believed he was correct when he said that there were at the 
present moment 50 applicants who were anxious to take up the work, but the 
difficulty was that there was not sufficient workshop accommodation attached to 
that School. (Hear, hear). He appealed to the employers to do all they could to 
further the interest of these men when they left the School, and went into the 
workshops. He also hoped that employers would send in their names as being 
willing to take these men into their factories. (Applause). In conclusion the 
Chairman thanked the employers of the town who from time to time had been 
good enough to furnish the buildings at cost price, and thus assist in the training 
of the disabled men. (Applause). 

 

The Mayor paid a compliment to the Chairman for his interesting and lucid 
address, and said that in the Technical Advisory Committee they had a body of 
gentlemen who were thoroughly able and up-to-date. He also referred to the work 
of the staff, particularly mentioning Mr TR Shaw Wilson. The Exhibition afforded 
the public generally an opportunity of seeing something of the success of the 
work of the disabled sailors and soldiers, which was worthy of every 
encouragement. It was wonderful what men of dogged perseverance could 
accomplish, and what Nature could do for them when they had been deprived of, 
say, the use of their right hand or arm. He esteemed it a great privilege and 
pleasure to say a word of encouragement to the men who, despite their 
disablement, were exhibiting remarkable energy and force, and putting their 
brains into their work. (Applause). The Mayor, on behalf of the town, welcomed 
Brigadier-General Hornby. He also referred to the want of accommodation for the 
training of disabled men, and said that if the County Authorities were responsible 
he thought Wycombe should worry them . (Laughter and hear, hear). 

 

Brigadier-General Phipps Hornby, who was warmly received, in declaring the 
Exhibition open, said that when he was invited to come there, he was rather 
diffident, because he knew that in that town and district, there were man far more 
suited to perform the ceremony than himself. At the same time, he liked to have a 
finder, however small, in any pie that concerned the disabled men. (Applause). He 



always felt that he owed them a very great debt of gratitude, because they stood 
between us and the most awful horrors perpetrated the Germans. (Hear, hear). 
The holding of these Exhibitions was an excellent idea, and he thought that 
Wycombe had set an example worthy to be followed by all trades. (Applause). He 
hoped the example might be followed by most of the industrial communities 
throughout the length and breadth of the United Kingdom. An Exhibition like 
theirs showed that a disabled man, when he had been properly trained, could do 
excellent work. (Applause). Any why should he not? He knew of no reason. He had 
been round their Exhibition, and he found that the work had been excellently 
done. (Applause). He hoped the Exhibition would bring before the employers 
generally that these men were worthy to be employed. He was sure the mere fact 
of employing disabled men in the workshops of the country would be an excellent 
advertisement for the firms concerned. (Applause). Generally speaking, they had 
only just touched the fringe of the question, and it was quire painful to see the 
number of disabled men in the land who were waiting to be trained. Personally, he 
should like to see national workshops established; it was his own idea and not 
something that had come from the Ministry. He should like to see men after they 
had been trained helped out into the world. If men could not get work, after 
training, they should have the privilege of going back to their benches in the 
national workshop. (Applause). He had very much pleasure in declaring the 
Exhibition open and in wishing it the greatest success. (Applause). 

 

Dr West remarked that the furniture industry was one of the most important so 
far as the training of disabled sailors and soldiers was concerned, in 
Buckinghamshire. There was now a suggestion that in regard to men who were 
unfortunately somewhat tuberculous, they should make some provision for 
training them at Sanatoria, and he thought that if it were possible they should 
endeavour to do something in the direction of what they were doing in Wycombe, 
and if so they would come to that town for assistance and guidance. He 
congratulated them on the success of the Exhibition, and he hoped the work in 
that town would go on and prosper. So far as the County Authorities were 
concerned, he should be only too delighted to support increased training in 
Wycombe. (Applause). It was not only Wycombe that benefited, because there 
were a number of disabled men there from other parts; and he thought the 
County was indebted to Wycombe. (Applause). 

 

Mr R V Elvey said the question of increased accommodation had been before the 
County Education Committee, and he could assure them that Wycombe was 
receiving the most sympathetic attention. They wanted to do all the possible 
could to supply the workshops required, and they had been trying to secure some 
of the buildings no longer wanted for military purposed. They were also 
endeavouring to bring pressure upon the Ministry of Pensions, in order that they 
might approach the Army Council with a view to the provision of buildings. He 



assured them that the County Education Committee would do all they possibly 
could to help in the matter, and he was sure they appreciated the work that was 
being carried on in Wycombe. (Applause). 

 

On the motion of Mr W YT Harris, seconded by Mr Barlow, a cordial vote of thanks 
was extended to Brigadier-General Hornby, and all who had been concerned in 
arranging the Exhibition. 

 

After the Brigadier-General Hornby had replied, the proceedings came to an end.  

 

 

 

 

 

 


