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A Message to Boys from the Headteacher 

 

Gentlemen 

This booklet is designed to help you chose your GCSEs. There are a number of things that you need to 

consider when making this important decision: 

• Does the subject interest me? 

• Will this subject lead to an A level that I would like to study? 

• Does this subject link to a course I want to study at University or a career that I wish to pursue? 

• Do I have an aptitude for this subject? 

• Do I enjoy the subject? 

Remember to base your subject choices on the sort of questions above, not on whether your friends are 

doing it, or because of a particular teacher.  Discuss your option choices with your teachers and your Form 

Tutor because they know your particular talents and can give you helpful advice. Discuss your option 

choices with your family, they may leave the final decision to you, but I’m sure they will want to help you 

where they can.  

At JHGS all boys do GCSEs in English, mathematics, triple science and at least one language. You will also 

continue to do PSD and games.  The majority of JHGS boys study ten GCSEs so you need to choose four 

GCSEs from those available. 

Choosing your GCSEs is the beginning of the next stage of your academic career. GCSEs are preparation for 

A levels and University degrees which in time will lead to employment. Choosing your options is a serious 

decision, make it sensibly.  Most importantly, if you have any questions, make sure you ask them. 

The staff and I look forward to seeing you flourish on your GCSE courses. 

Yours faithfully 

 

 

 

Miss T Hartley 
Headteacher 
 
 
 
Marlow Hill  T +44 (0)1494 529589                                               QUIT YE LIKE MEN  
High Wycombe F +44 (0)1494 447714                                                     Established 1893 

Buckinghamshire 
HP11 1SZ www.jhgs.bucks.sch.uk 
United Kingdom office@jhgs.bucks.sch.uk                                       Company Registration Number 07638999 
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Dear Parent 

GCSE Options 

This is an important milestone in your son’s education; for the first time he will make academic subject 

choices that will begin to impact and shape his future life. 

As a grammar school, we are committed to a traditional and rigorous academic education that supports the 

vast majority of our boys to enter the Sixth Form and aspire to university. We want your son to maintain 

breadth of study for as long as possible; we also want him to begin to focus on his areas of strength, 

without restricting his future A level or career options. 

In recognition of this, your son’s choices have to be made within a framework that is committed to 

maintaining breadth.  We require him to choose a modern foreign language option as part of his GCSE 

option selection but please note that, in extenuating circumstances, withdrawal from modern foreign 

languages is possible. 

The demands of GCSE study are significant and very much the start of an educational experience that 

require commitment, hard work and a good attitude to learning. 

I urge you to discuss with your son, in depth, the choices that now face him.  His teachers, as always, are 

available to help him make these decisions. 

Your son must complete the online form by Friday 7th February.  If you wish to discuss the contents of this 

booklet, please do not hesitate to contact me in the first instance. 

Yours faithfully 

  

Mr M McCormack 
Head of Year 8 
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Key Stage 4 Curriculum 
 
In Years 9, 10 and 11 boys have an element of choice which allows them to personalise their Key Stage 4 
curriculum. There are, however, a number of subjects which are compulsory for every boy – these are the 
core subjects and they make up 60% of the timetable for each boy. The remainder of each boy’s timetable 
is composed of the four option subjects that they will choose to study. 
 
The Key Stage 4 Curriculum is outlined below. The school follows a two-week timetable cycle of 50 one 
hour lessons. 

 

 

Core subjects 
 
The table below gives summary KS4 information about the core subjects and the allocation of teaching time 
in hours per fortnight. More detail is included in the related subject page in this booklet. 
 
Subject Teaching 

time in KS4 
Summary Information 

English 7 All boys will study for a GCSE in English Language and a 
GCSE in English Literature. 

Maths 7 All boys will study for one GCSE in Maths. Boys in Set 1 
may be given the opportunity to take an additional 
GCSE in Further Maths in Year 11. 

Sciences 9 All boys will study for ‘Triple Science’ qualificaitons 
with separate GCSEs for Biology, Chemistry and 
Physics. A small number of boys may be identified as 
being better suited to a Double Award at the end of 
Year 9. 

PE/ Games 4 Boys will continue to partake in non-qualification PE 
and Games lessons. 

PSD 1 The course develops knowledge in Citizenship, careers, 
Economic Wellbeing, Social and Health Education. 
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Language Choice Subjects 
 

All boys will study at least one language at GCSE, and may choose to take two languages. Boys are not 

allowed to take a language at GCSE that they have not previously studied. 

 

• French 

• German 

• Spanish 

 

 

 

Open Subject Options 
 

There are twelve free option subjects that boys can take. Further details of these are included in the 

following subject pages. Boys must pick three subjects from this list. Options listed in bold are new subjects 

that have not been studied during Key Stage 3. 

 

 Additional language (from French, German and Spanish) 

 Art 

 Business Studies 

 Computer Science 

 Design and Technology* 

 Food Preparation and Nutrition* 

 Geography 

 History   

 Music 

 Religious studies; Philosophy and Ethics 

 Physical education 

 

* Boys cannot take both Design and Technology AND Food Preparation and Nutrition. 

An open options process 
 

John Hampden Grammar School wants to ensure that boys have a wide choice of subjects, and rather than 

requiring boys to choose their options from a set menu of option blocks, an open system is utilised. 

 

Final option blocks are decided after the deadline of Friday 7th February. 

 

Please note however that in a small minority of cases it is not possible to accommodate the first choice of 

options that a boy may choose, and it may be necessary to review the options subject that a boy takes. 

 

The school will seek to work in collaboration with any boys and their parents if this is the case after the 

options deadline to try to find a suitable solution. 
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Art (Option Subject)  

Aims The course aims to: 

• Develop and improve pupils’ ability to record from observation. 

• Give boys the skills to be confident when using a wide range of artistic materials 
and techniques. 

• Develop their ability to communicate ideas visually and be creative thinkers. 

• Increase boys’ insight into art and artists from a wide range of cultures and 
countries throughout history. 

• Enable boys to see art first hand by organising trips to national/international 
galleries. 

Content  – Art from art 
 – Art from art developed into a personal project 
 – Structures 
 – Structures developed into a personal project and mock examination 
 – AQA examination preparation – sketchbook work 
 – AQA Examination –sketchbook and final piece exam days 

Assessment 
Paper Duration Weighting 

Coursework  2 GCSE projects 
and final piece(s)   

60% of overall grade 

Final Exam Paper Jan-April preparation 
10 hours final outcome 

40% of overall grade 

 

Requirements • Boys should have a good ability to draw 
• Boys should have an enthusiasm for the subject 
• Boys should have a thorough work ethic 
• Boys should be good at meeting deadlines for class and homework. 

Further 
information 

Anyone with a genuine enthusiasm for art & design is welcome to take this subject.  
Drawing is now a key element of the new GCSE so this is why we expect pupils to be a 
grade 7 or above by the end of Year 8.  
 
To inspire your art further still we organise at least one gallery trip, national or 
international, each year to see artists’ work first hand. 
 
The art syllabus you follow is endorsed; this means that you can submit work in a wide 
range of media.  Paint, pencil, pastel, collage, photography, printmaking, three-
dimensional work and digital art are just some examples of boys’ submissions in 
previous years. Coursework is worth a great deal of the overall GCSE grade so none of 
your effort goes to waste.  
 
Our examination pass rate has been 100% for a number of years, with the majority of 
candidates gaining the highest grades.  We have a thriving A level course and each year 
a number of our boys go on to pursue art & design at degree level as well as securing 
university places for other courses thanks to the high A level art grades they achieve. 
The secret of boys’ success is their enjoyment of the subject. 
 
If you are thinking of a career in any area of art or design or have questions about 
qualifications and courses, do not hesitate to ask members of the art department for 
advice. 
 

Mr S Ramsden 
Head of Art 
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Biology (Core Subject) 
Aims The course aims to: 

• Develop boys’ understanding of how the biology around them affects them in their 
everyday life. 

• Develop boys’ questioning, analytical and evaluative approach to biology problems 
and issues. 

• Develop boys’ practical skills in biology and an understanding of how biology 
works. 

• Encourage enthusiasm about biology leading to continued study. 
 

Content The following content will be taught during years 9, 10 and 11.  
 
Topics Examined in Paper One 
 
Overarching concepts in biology 
Genetics 
Cells and control 
Natural selection and genetic modification 
Health, disease and the development of medicines 
 
Topics Examined in Paper Two 
 
Overarching concepts in biology  
Plant structures and their functions 
Animal coordination, control and homeostasis 
Exchange and transport in animals 
Ecosystems and material cycles 

Assessment Terminal assessment will take place at the end of Year 11. This will comprise of two 
written papers each lasting one hour and forty-five minutes. The papers will include a 
mixture of different question styles, including: multiple choice questions; short answer 
questions; calculations and extended open response questions. The practical 
component of the course will be examined in both paper one and paper two. Please 
note there is no controlled assessment in this GCSE course, a change from previous 
years.  

Requirements It is expected that pupils will study biology as an independent GCSE.  
 

 
Mr D Arnold 

Head of Biology 
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Business Studies (Option Subject)  

 
Aims 

 
The course aims to give boys a broad introduction to the world of business so that they 
understand the key aspects of how firms are structured, how markets work and what 
opportunities are available in the business sector. 
 
It will enable boys to: 
 

• actively engage in the study of business and economics to develop as effective and 
independent boys and as critical and reflective thinkers with enquiring minds 

• use an enquiring, critical approach to distinguish facts and opinions, to build 
arguments and make informed judgements  

• develop and apply their knowledge, understanding and skills to contemporary issues 
in a range of local, national and global contexts  

• appreciate the range of perspectives of different stakeholders in relation to business 
and economic activities  

• consider the extent to which business and economic activity can be ethical and 
sustainable 
 

 
Content 

 
Unit Title and description 
 

Assessment and Duration Weighting 

 
Theme 1: 1BS0/01 
Investigating small business 

1. Enterprise & entrepreneurship 
2. Spotting a business opportunity 
3. Putting a business idea into 

practice 
4. Making a business effective  
5. Understanding external 

influences on business 
 

 
External Examination 
 
1 hr 30 min Exam, 90 marks 

• Sections A (35)       B 
(30) & C (35) 

• Multiple choice 

• Short answer 

• Extended writing 

 
 
 

50% 

 
Theme 2: 1BS0/02 
Building a business 

1. Growing the business 
2. Making marketing decisions 
3. Making operational decisions 
4. Making financial decisions 
5. Making human resource 

decisions 
 
 

 
External Examination 
 
1 hr 30 min Exam, 90 marks 

• Sections A (35)       B 
(30) & C (35) 

• Multiple choice 

• Short answer 

• Extended writing 
 

 
 
 

50% 

 

 
Requirements 

 
Boys should have an interest in the business world, and be keen to tackle a new subject 
with all the learning pressures that this entails.  Good numerical and writing skills will be 
developed through the course. 
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Further 
Information  

 
Business studies is an active and interesting subject which combines business theory with 
real world applications. This means the subject is relevant to any young man with an 
interest in how the world of work and commerce functions. 
 
It is a new subject which allows the boy to reflect on their own experience and knowledge 
of buying products and see how this fits into the bigger picture of employment, work, 
design branding and the way we behave as both customers and workers. 
 
As young men considering their future careers this wider understanding of how firms are 
organised and what factors lead to success the subject is very engaging and stimulates 
boys to participate in discussion learning how to apply their own experience to business 
scenarios. 
 
Boys will study the enterprise skills needed to start up a business, marketing, accounts 
and finance, together with how you manage and motivate people.  They will look at the 
way goods are produced and sold, and how consumer needs are met.   
 
Throughout the course, writing and communication skills will be developed and IT skills 
will be used in project work.  There are no “right” answers, so boys have to be able to 
argue a case convincingly, both orally and in written work.  We also have to develop our 
skills of problem solving and working as part of a team, both of which employers view as 
very valuable assets.   
 
As part of the course, boys will study some basic economics and this provides an 
interesting insight into another subject that is offered at A Level.   
 
The business studies and economics department has at least two large groups of boys in 
each year at A Level, and many go on to study business related courses at university.  The 
GCSE Business course is NOT required to take either business or economics at A level. 
 

Mr M Bilsborough  
Head of Economics and Business Studies 
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Chemistry (Core Subject) 
Aims The course aims to: 

 
• Develop boys’ understanding of how the chemistry around them affects them in 

their everyday life. 
• Develop boys’ questioning, analytical and evaluative approach to chemistry 

problems and issues. 
• Develop boys’ practical skills in chemistry and an understanding of how chemistry 

works. 
• Encourage enthusiasm about chemistry leading to continued study. 
 

Content The following content will be taught during years 9, 10 and 11.  
 
Topics Examined in Paper One 
 
Overarching concepts in chemistry (e.g. bonding, calculations, symbol equations) 
States of matter 
Methods of separating and purifying substances 
Acids 
Obtaining and using metals 
Electrolytic processes 
Reversible reactions and equilibria 
Transition metals, alloys and corrosion 
Quantitative analysis 
Dynamic equilibria and calculations involving volumes of gases 
Chemical cells and fuel cells 
 
Topics Examined in Paper Two 
 
Overarching concepts in chemistry (e.g. bonding, calculations, symbol equations) 
Groups one, seven and zero 
Rates of reactions 
Fuels 
Heat energy changes in chemical reactions 
Earth and atmospheric science 
Qualitative analysis 
Hydrocarbons 
Polymers 
Alcohols and carboxylic acids 
Nanoparticles 

Assessment Terminal assessment will take place at the end of Year 11. This will comprise of two 
written papers each lasting one hour and forty five minutes. The papers will include a 
mixture of different question styles, including: multiple choice questions; short 
answer questions; calculations and extended open response questions. The practical 
component of the course will be examined in both paper one and paper two. Please 
note there is no controlled assessment in this GCSE course, a change from previous 
years.  

Requirements It is expected that pupils will study chemistry as an independent GCSE.  
                                                                                                         Mr A Folkes 

                                                                                                  Head of Chemistry 
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Computer Science (Option Subject)  

Aims The course aims to encourage learners to: 
 
• Understand and apply the fundamental principles and concepts of computer science, 

including abstraction, decomposition, logic, algorithms, and data representation  
• Analyse problems in computational terms through practical experience of solving 

such problems, including designing, writing and debugging programs 
• Think creatively, innovatively, analytically, logically and critically 
• Understand the components that make up digital systems, and how they 

communicate with one another and with other systems 
• Understand the impacts of digital technology to the individual and to wider society  
• Apply mathematical skills relevant to computer science. 
 

Content Systems Architecture, Memory, Storage Wired and Wireless networks. 
System Security, System software Ethical Legal Issues. 
Analysis, Design and Development 
Algorithms and programming techniques will be taught alongside theoretical subjects 
throughout the year.  
Producing robust programs, computational logic and data presentation 
Controlled Assessment 

Assessment 
 Duration Weighting 

Computer Systems 1 hour 30 minutes 40% 

Computational thinking, 
algorithms and programming 

1 hour 30 minutes 40% 

Programming project Controlled Assessment 
(Practical) 20 hours 

20% 

 

Requirements • Boys wishing to take Computer Science will need to sit and pass an assessment 
immediately after Easter in Year 8. This assessment will focus on the 
fundamental knowledge that boys with an interest in Computer Science are 
expected to have gained prior to the start of the course. 

Further 
information 

Studying computer science will help you learn about critical thinking, analysis and 
problem solving.  We hope you’ll find it a fun and interesting way to develop these 
skills, which can also be transferred to other subjects and even applied to day-to-day 
life. 
Computational thinking, algorithms and programming unit will teach you the theory 
about a wide range of issues such as hardware, software development and the 
representation of data in computer systems, databases, computer communications and 
networking, programming. 
The practical investigates is all about engaging with computing in the real work.  You’ll 
look at a computing topic in more depth and carry out a practical investigation into a 
computing issue. 
The programming project will call on you to design code and test a solution to three 
tasks using a suitable programming language. 
 

Ms D Hughes 
Head of Computing 
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Design and Technology (Option Subject)  

Aims • GCSE Design and Technology covers a wide range of activities based on designing 
and making products that are manufactured using materials such as wood, metals 
and plastics in many forms. As well as learning hand skills, you will use a range of 
industrial processes to shape and form materials into functioning products. Design 
and presentation of products and work will come in all form; 2D, 3D and with the 
use of computer aided design. 

• Over the course you will develop a whole range of creative designing and making 
skills, technical knowledge and understanding relating to resistant materials and 
invaluable transferable skills such as problems solving and time management. 

• Excellent stepping stone for any boy wishing to pursue a career in design or 
engineering. 

Content • Creativity is a fundamental part of design and technology. Many designers believe 
the quality of the initial idea and thought-provoking, innovative design to be 
cornerstones of every successful product. 

• The creative design and make activities within this unit seek to develop creativity 
and confidence in boy’s ability to think, question, explore create and communicate. 

• Combining knowledge and understanding with practical skills, these activities are 
intended to provide breadth in creative learning and depth in the application of 
practical and transferable skills. 

• Boys engage actively in the processes of design and technology to develop as 
effective and independent learners. 

Assessment 
Exam Duration Weighting 

Internal Assessment: major controlled assessment 
design and make task. 

40 hours 50% 

Written paper will include a design theory question as 
well as design tasks. A minimum of 15% math content 
will form part of the paper. 

120 
Minutes 

50% 

 
 

 Mr S Ramsden 
Head of Design and Technology 

 



 
 

13 
 

 

English Language and English Literature 
(Core Subject) 

 

Aims English Language and English Literature are two separate GCSE subjects taught as a 
largely integrated and mutually enriching course in Years 9 to 11. We follow the new 
AQA specifications (8700 and 8702) and teach boys the knowledge and knowhow they 
need to master the following skills. 
 
For English Language: 

• analyse passages of literary fiction and explore how writers shape meanings and 
impressions for their readers 

• compare passages of literary non-fiction across time and explore the writers’ 
different ideas, viewpoints and perspectives 

• craft literary writing of your own, employing language and structure 
deliberately to create an impact for your readers. 

 
For English Literature: 

• study and become an expert on a number of full literary texts 

• understand and develop informed opinions about their characters, themes, 
structures, language and contexts 

• learn a wide range of significant quotations by heart 

• write academic literature essays that make interesting arguments about the 
texts and analyse the craft of the authors. 

 

Content YEAR 9 • Creative Writing: Dystopian Worlds (alongside The 
Tempest) 

• Viewpoint Writing (alongside Frankenstein) 

• Literature: GCSE Power and Conflict Poetry 

• Year 9 Exams: Language (Writing) and Literature 
(GCSE-style essays on The Tempest and Power and 
Conflict Poetry) 

YEAR 10 • AUTUMN 
Language: Explorations in Creative Reading and 
Writing (Paper 1) 
Literature: An Inspector Calls (J.B. Priestley) 

• SPRING 
Language: Writers’ Viewpoints and Perspectives 
(Paper 2) 
Literature: The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde 
(Robert Louis Stevenson) 

• Y10 EXAMS 
Language Papers 1 & 2, Literature (AIC, J&H, Poetry) 

• SUMMER 
Language: Spoken Language Presentation 
Literature: Unseen Poetry and Anthology Revision  
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YEAR 11 • AUTUMN 
Language: Revision for Mock Exams 
Literature: Tragedy of Macbeth (Shakespeare) 

• MOCK EXAMS 
Language Papers 1 & 2, Literature Papers 1 & 2 

• SPRING 
Mock feedback and revision for Summer Exams 

 

Assessment English Language 
 

Paper 1 Reading - one unseen literary 
fiction text (25%)  
Writing – descriptive or narrative 
(25%) 

1 hr 45 mins externally 
assessed examination 

Paper 2 Reading – two linked non-fiction 
texts (25%) 
Writing – presenting a viewpoint 
(25%) 

1 hr 45 mins externally 
assessed examination 
 
 

Spoken 
Language  

Presentation delivered in class – 
must attain a Pass, Merit or 
Distinction 

Non-examination assessment 

 

Assessment English Literature 
 

Paper 1  Shakespeare play and C19th novel (40%) 1 hr 45 mins externally 
assessed examination 

Paper 2  Modern text and poetry (60%) 2 hr 15 mins externally 
assessed examination 

 

Requirements None – English Language and Literature are compulsory subjects. 
 

Mr M Till 
Head of English 
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Food Preparation and Nutrition (Option Subject)  

Aims GCSE Food Preparation and Nutrition is an exciting and creative course which 
embodies practical cooking skills to ensure boys develop a thorough understanding of 
nutrition, food provenance and the working characteristics of food materials. This 
qualification focuses on developing boys’ practical cookery skills and theory knowledge 
to give them a strong understanding of nutrition. 
 
Food Preparation and Nutrition is not simply ‘cooking’ different meals, the nutrition 
and food science elements of the course are linked heavily to Science and boys will be 
qualified to go on to further study, or embark on an apprenticeship in the food 
industries or to support sport science degree. 
 

Content • Food, nutrition and health 

• Food science & safety 

• Food choice & provenance  

Assessment Exam Duration Weighting 

Food Science 
Investigation 
(practical & 
portfolio) 

Internal Assessment set by the 
exam board - Understanding of 
the working characteristics and 
chemical properties of 
ingredients. This will take the 
form of food science experiments. 
 

                                15% 

Food 
Preparation 
(practical and 
portfolio) 

Internal Assessment set by the 
exam board - Boys will prepare, 
cook and present a final menu of 
three dishes within three hours, 
independently planning how this 
will be achieved. 
 

                                  35% 
 

Written Exam                                     50% 

 
 

Further 
Information 

Please note at times boys will have freedom to cook dishes of their choice to support 
their learning, this will come with a cost to yourselves. We will do our best to keep the 
basic costs as low as possible and as we do currently food produced, once 
photographed will be the boys to take home. 

 

 Mr S Ramsden 
Head of Design and Technology 
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French (Language Choice Subject)  

Aims The course aims to: 

• Develop pupils’ understanding of written and spoken material with an emphasis on 
relevant and interesting topic areas. 

• Develop individuals’ communication skills both in written and spoken forms. 

• Increase pupils’ insight and understanding of the different lifestyles in French 
speaking countries. 

• Develop positive attitudes to foreign cultures and language learning. 

• Give pupils the skills to be confident in interacting fully in French speaking 
countries, in terms of socialising and the day to day interactions of everyday life. 

Content The course covers three distinct themes. These themes apply to all four question papers 
and are broken down into the topics below. 
 
Theme 1: Identity and culture 

• Me, my family and friends 

• Technology in everyday life 

• Free-time activities 

• Customs and festivals 
Theme 2: Local to global areas of interest 

• Home, town and region 

• Social issues (charity work; healthy living) 

• Global issues (environment; poverty) 

• Travel and tourism 
Theme 3: Study and employment 

• My studies and life at school 

• Future education 

• Jobs and career choices 

Assessment 
Paper Duration Weighting 

Paper 1 Listening  Examination 45 minutes 25% 

Paper 2 Speaking Examination 10-12 minutes 25% 

Paper 3 Reading Examination 60 minutes 25% 

Paper 4 Writing Examination 75 minutes 25% 

 
 

Requirements • Boys should have a thorough work ethic: the course is demanding. 

• Boys should be confident to participate orally at a good level in all lessons. 

• Boys do have the opportunity to do two Languages at GCSE. Please discuss this with 
your son’s MFL teachers if interested. 

Mr C Lowe 
Head of Modern Foreign Languages 
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Geography (Option Subject)  

Aims The course aims to: 

• Develop practical skills such as the analysis and interpretation of data. 

• Develop communication skills such as verbal reasoning, written analysis and the 
interpretation and manipulation of numerical data. 

• Enable boys to be able to make appropriate use of information technology. 

• Develop research and enquiry skills. 

• Enable boys to develop an understanding of the natural and human world around 
them and how they interact. 

• Enable pupils to develop sensitivity to their environment and an awareness of the 
contrasting opportunities, constraints and issues faced by people living in different 
parts of the world.  

• Encourage pupils to enjoy their studies and achieve a greater understanding of the 
world in which they live. 

Content • Tectonic hazards (earthquakes and volcanoes) 

• Climatic hazards and climate change inc. the study of global ecosystems. 

• Physical landscapes of the UK 

• The challenge of Resource Management 

• Urban issues and challenges 

• The changing Economic World 

• Issue Evaluation 

• Field trips to river, coastal and urban sites. 

Assessment 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Paper 1: Living with the physical environment. 35% of GCSE, exam duration: 1 hour 30 
minutes. 
Section A: Answer all questions (Natural hazards) 
Section B: Answer all questions (The living world) 
Section C: Answer any two questions from questions 3, 4 and 5. (Physical landscapes of 
the UK). 
Question types: Multiple choice, short answer, extended prose. 
 
Paper 2: Challenges of the human environment. 35% of GCSE, exam duration 1 hour 30 
minutes. 
Section A: Answer all questions (Urban issues and challenges) 
Section B: Answer all questions (The changing economic world) 
Section C: Answer any two questions from questions 3, 4 and 5. (The challenge of 
resource management). 
Question types: Multiple choice, short answer, extended prose. 
 
Paper 3: Geographical applications. 30% of GCSE, exam duration:1 hour and 15 minutes. 
Section A: Answer all questions (Issue evaluation/decision making exercise). 
Section B: Answer all questions (Questions based on fieldwork). 
Question types: Multiple choice, short answer, extended prose. 
 
All papers will be taken at the end of Year 11. 
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Requirements  
 

Geography is a flexible subject which is especially attractive to those who wish to 
maintain strong links with the 'real' world outside the classroom or laboratory.  
Geography provides a useful background to many different fields of employment.  
Examples might include surveying,  information technology, cartography, leisure and 
recreation, publishing, journalism, transport, the civil service, government, landscape 
architecture, conservation, estate management, town planning, accountancy, marketing, 
leisure management, law, retail management, accountancy, legal and financial services 
and many others.  
 
Geography should be studied by those with a keen interest in the world around them 
and who are concerned about local, national and international issues. 
 
If you have enjoyed geography in Year 8 you will find GCSE geography interesting, 
enjoyable, rewarding and relevant to today's rapidly changing world. 
 

Mr A Reed 
Head of Geography 
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German (Language Choice Subject)  

Aims The course aims to: 

• Develop pupils’ understanding of written and spoken material with an emphasis on 
relevant and interesting topic areas. 

• Develop individuals’ communication skills both in written and spoken forms. 

• Increase pupils’ insight and understanding of the different lifestyles in German 
speaking countries. 

• Develop positive attitudes to foreign cultures and language learning. 

• Give pupils the skills to be confident in interacting fully in German speaking 
countries, in terms of socialising and the day to day interactions of everyday life. 

Content The course covers three distinct themes. These themes apply to all four question papers 
and are broken down into the topics below. 
 
Theme 1: Identity and culture 

• Me, my family and friends 

• Technology in everyday life 

• Free-time activities 

• Customs and festivals 
Theme 2: Local to global areas of interest 

• Home, town and region 

• Social issues (charity work; healthy living) 

• Global issues (environment; poverty) 

• Travel and tourism 
Theme 3: Study and employment 

• My studies and life at school 

• Future education 

• Jobs and career choices 

Assessment 
Paper Duration Weighting 

Paper 1 Listening  Examination 45 minutes 25% 

Paper 2 Speaking Examination 10-12 minutes 25% 

Paper 3 Reading              Examination 60 minutes 25% 

Paper 4 Writing              Examination 75 minutes 25% 

 
 

Requirements • Boys should have a thorough work ethic: the course is demanding. 

• Boys should be confident to participate orally at a good level in all lessons. 

• Boys do have the opportunity to do two languages at GCSE. Please discuss this with 
your son’s MFL teachers if interested. 

Mr C Lowe 
Head of Modern Foreign Languages 
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History (Option Subject)  

Aims The course aims to: 
 

• Develop and extend their knowledge and understanding of specified key events, 
periods and societies in local, British, and wider world history; and of the wide 
diversity of human experience 

• Engage in historical enquiry to develop as independent learners and as critical and 
reflective thinkers 

• Develop the ability to ask relevant questions about the past, to investigate issues 
critically and to make valid historical claims by using a range of sources in their 
historical context 

• Develop an awareness of why people, events and developments have been 
accorded historical significance and how and why different interpretations have 
been constructed about them 

• Organise and communicate their historical knowledge and understanding in 
different ways and reach substantiated conclusions. 

 

Content – London & the Second World War, 1939-1945  
– Weimar and Nazi Germany 1918-1939 
– Weimar and Nazi Germany 1918-1939  
 
– Warfare Through Time c1250-Present   
–            Warfare Through Time c1250-Present/ Henry VIII & his Ministers, 1509-1540 
– Henry VIII & his Ministers, 1509-1540, 
 
– Conflict in the Middle East 1945-1995 
– Mock Exams and Revision 
    

 
Paper Duration Weighting 

 
Time 

1    Public Exam 

• Warfare Through Time, c1250-
Present  

• London & the Second World War, 
1939-1945 

1 hour 15 
mins 

30% Summer  
Year 11 

2    Public Exam  

• Conflict in the Middle East, 1945-1995 

• Henry VIII & his Ministers, 1509-1540 

1 hour 45 
mins 

40% Summer 
Year 11 

3    Public Exam 

• Weimar and Nazi Germany 1918-1939 

1 hour 20 
mins 

30% Summer 
Year 11 
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Requirements • Boys will want to take their enjoyment of studying history to the next level. 

• Boys will be interested in the Year 11 four day residential educational visit to the 
WW1 battlefields of France and Belgium. 

 
Mr A Sawdon 

Head of History 



 
 

22 
 

 

Mathematics (Core Subject)  

Aims The course aims to: 
 

• Prepare boys for the new linear GCSE syllabus.  

• There are further opportunities for pupils to think and communicate 
mathematically in clearly written, spoken and graphical forms.   

• Boys are encouraged to develop an appreciation of the interdependence of the 
different branches of mathematics, and of its place and use in society. 

Content A knowledge and understanding of topics studied in Years 7 – 8 forms a basis for study 
at KS4. 
 
This GCSE in mathematics will require boys to: 

• Develop knowledge, skills and understanding of mathematical methods and 
concepts, including: 

- Number 
- Algebra 
- Geometry 
- Measures 
- Statistics 
- Probability 
- Ratio, proportion and rates of change 

• Use their knowledge and understanding to complete multi-step questions that 
require mathematical fluency 

• Develop mathematical reasoning and communication 

• Solve non-routine problems and make connections between different 
mathematical concepts. 

• Apply the functional elements of mathematics in everyday and  real-life 
situations (This constitutes 20% - 30% of the marks on the Higher Tier papers) 

 

Assessment Boys will normally be taught in sets of similar ability. 
 

Paper Duration Weighting 

1 Non-calculator 1 hour 30 minutes One third 

2 Calculator allowed 
 
3 Calculator allowed  

1 hour 30 minutes 
 
1 hour 30 minutes 

One third 
 
One third 

All papers will be taken at the end of Year 11.  
There is no coursework component 

 

Requirements None – it is a compulsory subject. 
 

Dr A Bullard 
Acting Head of Mathematics 
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Music (Option Subject)  

Aims The course aims to: 
 

• Develop practical skills and broaden the boys’ musical outlook. 

• Develop the ability to compose music in a traditional culture and also through 
modern styles using both computer software and traditional techniques. 

• Increase pupils’ insight into the culture of classical music from 1600 to modern day 
in terms of both musical developments and contexts. 

• Develop the use of music terminology to better comprehend classical music as well 
as current styles. 

• Develop ensemble and individual performance techniques. 

• Improve individual work ethic through focussed musical projects requiring 
presentation skills as well as musical literacy. 

Content - General theory and harmony, composition techniques, performance and listening and 
appreciation of area of study 2 including review  

   of classical music from 1700. 
- Area of study 1 & 2: Instrumental music and vocal music 
- Area of study 3: Music for stage and screen, Composition 1 examination and wider 

listening. 
- Area of study 4: Fusions, general music theory extension and presentation of wider 

listening. 
- Revision of areas of study. 
- Composition 2 examination and performance examination. 
- Preparation for listening examination. 

Assessment 
Paper  Duration Weighting 

Unit 1  2 x performances - 1 ensemble/1 solo Coursework 30% 

Unit 2  2 x compositions (1 free and 1 from a set 
brief) 

Coursework 30% 

Unit 3  Listening exam 90 Minutes 40% 
 

Requirements • Boys should take music if they enjoy learning about different styles of music. 

• Boys should have a self-driven work ethic: the course is demanding. 

• Boys should be confident to participate in performances from the very start of 
Year 9. 

• Boys need to be able to perform to at least the equivalent of ABRSM grade 4 by 
the start of Year 11. 

• Boys should be open to composing for pleasure and developing their knowledge 
of composition in different styles. 

• Boys should be having lessons on their chosen instrument either in or outside of 
school. 

• GCSE music is required for those wishing to take music or music technology at A 
Level. 

 
Mr N Rogers 

Director of Music 
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Physical Education (Option Subject)  

Aims The course aims to: 
 
1. Develop boys’ knowledge and understanding of the different factors that affect 

participation and performance and demonstrate their relationship. 
2. Promote boys’ understanding of the health benefits and risks associated with taking 

part in physical activity. 
3. Develop the skills necessary to analyse and improve performance.  
4. Develop and apply boys’ knowledge, skills and understanding of physical education 

through selected practical activities. 
5. Develop boys’ theoretical knowledge of the physiology of the body and its 

application to the sporting context. 
6. Boys can choose from the following ways to participate: player/performer, 

leader/coach. 

Content 1. Applied anatomy and physiology  
2. Movement analysis  
3. Physical training  
4. Use of data  
5. Sports psychology  
6. Socio-cultural influences  
7. Health, fitness and well-being  
8. You will study a number of theory aspects which will form the basis of your 

knowledge to be able to answer questions set in the written examination, but 
these topics should also help you to become more competent in your assessed 
practical performance 

9. The theory you will be covering is designed specifically for you to apply it to other 
aspects of the course; from helping you to fully understand the body systems, 
which contribute to physical performance, right through to helping you perform a 
different role such as that of an official. 

Assessment Written exam 1: 1 hour 15 minutes • 30% of GCSE. A mixture of multiple 
choice/objective test questions, short answer questions and extended answer 
questions. 
Written exam 2: 1 hour 15 minutes • 30% of GCSE. A mixture of multiple 
choice/objective test questions, short answer questions and extended answer 
questions. 
Practical performance in three different physical activities in the role of 
player/performer (one in a team activity, one in an individual activity and a third in 
either a team or in an individual activity). 
 Analysis and evaluation of performance to bring about improvement in one activity. 
Written assignment  
Assessed by teachers • Moderated by AQA • 40% of GCSE (of which 10% written 
content). 

Requirements Boys wishing to study this course must realise that 30% of their final mark will come 
from practical performance and so a genuine interest in three sports is required. A 
minimum requirement for one sport is at least playing for the school team on a regular 
basis or at competitive club level outside of school. 

Mr D Bradley 
Director of Sport 
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Physics (Core Subject) 
Aims The course aims to: 

 

• Develop boys’ understanding of how physics affects them in their everyday life. 

• Develop boys’ questioning, analytical and evaluative approach to physics problems 
and issues. 

• Develop boys’ practical skills in physics and an understanding of how physics works.  

• Encourage enthusiasm for physics leading to continued study. 

Content The following content will be taught during years 9, 10 and 11.  
 
Topics Examined in Paper One 
Key concepts of physics 
Motion and forces 
Conservation of energy 
Waves 
Light and the electromagnetic spectrum 
Radioactivity 
Astronomy  
 
Topics Examined in Paper Two 
Key concepts of physics 
Energy - Forces doing work 
Forces and their effects 
Electricity and circuits 
Static electricity 
Magnetism and the motor effect 
Electromagnetic induction 
Particle model 
Forces and matter 
 
Boys will complete eight mandatory core practicals. The knowledge and understanding 
of these practical procedures and techniques will be required in the written 
assessments. 
 

Assessment Terminal assessment will take place at the end of Year 11. This will comprise of two 
written examination papers each lasting one hour and forty five minutes. The papers 
will include a mixture of different question styles, including: multiple choice questions; 
short answer questions; calculations and extended open response questions. The 
practical component of the course will be examined in both paper one and paper two. 
Please note there is no controlled assessment / coursework in this GCSE course. 

Requirements It is expected that pupils will study physics as an independent GCSE.  
 

Mr N Dunn 
Head of Physics 
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Religious Studies: Philosophy and Ethics (Option Subject)  

Aims The course aims to: 

• Encourage boys to be inspired, moved and challenged by studying different beliefs 
and how they impact on the modern world. 

• Help boys adopt an enquiring, critical and reflective approach to the study of 
philosophy, religion and ethics. 

• Explore religions and beliefs, reflect on fundamental questions, engage with them 
intellectually and respond personally. 

• Investigate dialogue between religions and non-religious beliefs and attitudes. This 
topic area tackles relevant issues for learners in modern British society. 

• Provide an excellent basis for moving on to study philosophy and ethics at A Level. 

Content Specification: OCR Religious Studies  – Philosophy and applied ethics (J625) 
NB. The examination board used is currently under review but, if a change is made, it is likely that 
content will be broadly similar. 

Christianity and Islam: 
 

• Christian beliefs and teachings  

• Christian practices 

• Islamic beliefs and teachings 

• Practices in Islam 
  
Religion, philosophy and ethics in the modern world from a religious perspective: 

• Relationships and families 

• The existence of God 

• Religion, peace and conflict  

• Dialogue within and between religious and non-religious beliefs and attitudes. 
 
The course offers boys the opportunity to express not only their views about 
Christianity and Islam but also their understanding of other religions and belief systems 
including atheism and humanism. They will consider some of the key issues facing 
individuals and society as a whole. Key skills are developed, including learning how to 
critically analyse issues and apply theory in discussion and debate. Both oral and written 
expression skills are developed and boys how to reach and support argument towards a 
balanced evaluation of important issues. 

Assessment 
Paper Duration Weighting 

J625/01 – Beliefs, teachings & 
practices 1 
 
J625/02 – Beliefs, teachings & 
practices 2 
 
J625/06 – Religion, philosophy 
and ethics in the modern world 
from a religious perspective  

1 hour 
 
 
1 hour 
 
 
2 hours 

25% 
 
 
25% 
 
 
50% 

 There is no coursework.  Exams taken at end of Year 11. 
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Requirements Boys should choose philosophy and ethics if they enjoy learning about the approaches 
of religion, ethics and philosophy to some of the most important questions in life. 
 
Boys should be competent at constructing essays and be confident participating in class 
discussion and debate. 
 

Mr A Reed 
Head of RS & Philosophy 
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Spanish (Language Choice Subject)  

Aims The course aims to: 

• Develop pupils’ understanding of written and spoken material with an emphasis on 
relevant and interesting topic areas. 

• Develop individuals’ communication skills both in written and spoken forms. 

• Increase pupils’ insight and understanding of the different lifestyles in Spanish 
speaking countries. 

• Develop positive attitudes to foreign cultures and language learning. 

• Give pupils the skills to be confident in interacting fully in Spanish speaking 
countries, in terms of socialising and the day to day interactions of everyday life. 

Content The course covers three distinct themes. These themes apply to all four question papers 
and are broken down into the topics below. 
 
Theme 1: Identity and culture 

• Me, my family and friends 

• Technology in everyday life 

• Free-time activities 

• Customs and festivals 
Theme 2: Local to global areas of interest 

• Home, town and region 

• Social issues (charity work; healthy living) 

• Global issues (environment; poverty) 

• Travel and tourism 
Theme 3: Study and employment 

• My studies and life at school 

• Future education 

• Jobs and career choices 

Assessment 
Paper Duration Weighting 

Paper 1 Listening  Examination 45 minutes 25% 

Paper 2 Speaking Examination 10-12 minutes 25% 

Paper 3 Reading            Examination 60 minutes 25% 

Paper 4 Writing              Examination 75 minutes 25% 
 

Requirements • Boys should have a thorough work ethic: the course is demanding. 

• Boys should be confident to participate orally at a good level in all lessons. 

• Boys do have the opportunity to do two languages at GCSE.  Please discuss this with 
your son’s MFL teachers if interested. 

Mr C Lowe 
Head of Modern Foreign Languages 


