
Quit Ye Like Men



Dear Parents, Carers and Friends of JHGS,

Welcome to our Platinum Jubilee commemorative school magazine.

The forthcoming Jubilee celebrations are a truly historic moment and so it felt right that we should
acknowledge this moment in school. The students have selected iconic images from the last 70 years
and their hopes for the future. Staff have shared memories of their earlier Jubilee celebrations and
the school archives yielded extracts from previous Headteacher’s diaries. My diary this week records
visits to local Primary schools ahead of Y6 transition day, a visit to a local Grammar School to share
best practice, learning walks, recruitment of new staff, biscuits at break with Y7 birthday boys, Y9 I
Pac Interviews and the wonderful Music and Poetry for the Jubilee evening at Bradenham Parish
Church, which featured many of our boys and staff.

For many of us the biggest highlight of school this year has been its relative normality. After two
years of living with the global Covid 19 pandemic, which at its worst forced all schools in Britain to
close for two extended periods of time, we’ve been able to experience the pleasure and excitement
of school sports, competitions and fixtures, musical performances and a full range of lunch time
clubs. This period has been a reminder that we can’t take the every day for granted. As a school we
encourage the students to #BeMore, and part of this is taking and making the most of all the
opportunities available to them when they can. Trying new activities and challenging ourselves can
help us grow as people, and shape our future choices and lives.

My thanks go to Mr Sawdon, the History Society Boys,and Mrs Templing for all their hard work and
creativity in producing this magazine.

Wishing you and your family a very enjoyable Jubilee weekend.

Miss Hartley
Headteacher

As any JHGS History student knows, we historians have a habit of marking time periods by who was

on the throne at the time. Future generations may be hard-pressed, though, to succinctly summarise

the transformation of Britain seen in our own ‘Elizabethan Age’. When Elizabeth II came to the throne

in 1952, she became the Head of a vast Empire and Commonwealth, and monarch of seven

independent states: the United Kingdom, Canada, Australia, New Zealand, South Africa, Pakistan and

Ceylon (modern day Sri Lanka). In 1952, the UK was still shakily emerging from post-war austerity;

rationing introduced in World War II was not ended until 1954, whilst the NHS was just four years

old. The Queen’s first Prime Minister was Sir Winston Churchill, and she has seen fourteen Prime

Ministers serve in the 70 years of her reign. The United Kingdom has ridden a wave of technological,

economic and societal change, with the Queen acting, for many, as a reassuring symbol of continuity

in the midst of it all.

We hope that this Jubilee newsletter will provide you with interest and amusement as a collection of

reflections on how the school and the world has changed in the Queen’s 70 year reign. As our very

own ‘digital time capsule’, it may just pique the interest of those rooting around in the JHGS archives

in the future.

Mr Sawdon
Head of History and Politics



A view from our 2021-2022 Head boy…

I vividly remember running around my grandparent’s road at a street party for the Diamond 

Jubilee in 2012; we were celebrating 60 years of loyalty, adaptability and dedication of an 

amazing Queen who loves her country dearly. I can’t believe that 10 years have passed since 

and that we are now celebrating Her Majesty’s Platinum Jubilee. For those of you who do not 

know me, I am a huge fan of the Queen and the royal family because of the philanthropic work 

they do and the continuity they offer against a constantly changing background. Many of the 

students in the lower school will be experiencing a jubilee for the first time this year because 

most of them were less than 4 years old in 2012. Soon, they will feel the pride of being British 

and be able to celebrate 70 wonderful years of Her Majesty’s reign.

When I reflect on Her Majesty’s reign, my immediate thoughts go to the speech the, then, 

Princess Elizabeth delivered on her 21st birthday in 1947:

“I declare before you all that my whole life whether it be long or short shall be devoted to 

your service and the service of our great imperial family to which we all belong.”

In her 70 years on the throne, Queen Elizabeth II has more than lived up to this promise. She 

has travelled over 1 million miles across the world to unite the commonwealth and has 

fulfilled the commitments of over 600 patronages of charitable organisations. The one thing I 

particularly admire is her ability to put a smile on everyone’s face and bring attention to those 

who feel unheard in the world. When I was selected as Head Boy, that was something I 

wanted to replicate and if I have even done that to a small extent in my tenure then I consider 

that a success.

I wish you all a happy jubilee celebration.

Ewan Hayward



Defining the decades

The History Department set each form group the task of coming up with an image that 

encapsulated one decade from 1950 to the present day.  This promoted a lot of lively discussion 

and some very interesting ideas, a few of which are shown below:

1950’s
We have chosen the television because 
it’s the decade that ownership of them 
grew significantly which led to a unified 
popular culture

1960’s
The 60’s saw the post-war generation 
embrace pop culture and a man on the 
moon. The rivalry between East and West 
ideology would shape international 
relations for decades to follow.

1970’s
From 1970, the voting age was lowered 
from 21 to 18 years old. This is important 
for us as we will have the right to vote 
soon.

1980’s
Margaret Thatcher was prime minister 
for the entire decade. Thatcher was also 
well known for her frayed relationship 
with the Queen, with Thatcher being just 
6 months older. Thatcher’s policies and 
premiership defined the era



1990’s
Bands such as Oasis, Blur, Suede & Pulp were 
frontrunners in the music charts. Britpop was 
a genre and movement that epitomised 
British culture. Oasis were arguably the 
biggest band of the 90’s worldwide - and 

came from sunny Manchester, England.

2000’s
Peppa Pig was first broadcast in May 2004 
and has been running for 17 years over 7 
seasons. Many pre-school children have 
watched Peppa Pig and even many adults 
know of the character / show as it has 
filtered into our culture.  It has been 
broadcast in over 180 countries. Many JHGS 
students will have watched Peppa Pig 
growing up and their development may well 
have been influenced by the show.

2010’s
This was a significant moment in the previous 
decade that brought a lot of tourism to 
London. We also saw great British success in 
Andy Murray winning gold in Tennis at 
Wimbledon, Chris Hoy winning two golds in 
cycling and Beth Tweddle winning a medal in 
gymnastics.

2022
The most frequently cited image was the 
Russian invasion of Ukraine,  and nearer to 
home  was ‘Partygate’. The Metropolitan 
Police issued more than 100 fines for illegal 
parties held in Downing Street during 
lockdown restrictions. Prime Minister Boris 
Johnson and Chancellor Rishi Sunak are 
amongst those found to have broken the law 
and fined.  Masks worn throughout Covid 19 
or the Hands Face Space sign are some of 
the defining images of the pandemic. But 
that is a point in time we’d all rather forget.



An entry in the Head Teacher’s Day book for 
February 1952 recording the King’s death, and then 
in June the Queen’s Coronation.  The school was at 
that time Wycombe Technical Institute. 
Entries by Mr W J Davies Head Teacher.

In the following pages we have excerpts from John Hampden’s School Archive dating from 

1952, 1977 and 2012 the Coronation year, the Silver and Gold Jubilee years as a glimpse 

into how life and the school has changed in this time.



Front cover of the 1977 commemorative copy of the School 
Magazine
Below: Entry from the Head Teacher, Mr Ward’s day diary, June 
1977



An excerpt from a 
parody article of 
an HMI ( Ofsted 
equivalent 
inspection) in the 
Silver Jubilee 
edition.



The Ruby Jubilee



An article in the 1992 Magazine on Alumnus Terry Pratchett’s visit to the school.



2012  The Golden Jubilee
and London Olympics

Mr Cook’s memories of 2012

I was a year 8 student at John Hampden, Miss Lyon 
(former English teacher) was my form tutor. 

There was no STP, instead it was just grass which 
had a football and cricket pitch on (... the 
pavilion was still the same!). Sports days were over 
at the leisure centre, who used to have a running 
track, where the whole school would spend an 
afternoon.

In 2012 I went on a football tour to Madrid with the 
year 7 & 8 squads and Mr Felgate and Mr Boult -
former PE teachers.

The most memorable night of my life happened in 
2012 - which was Chelsea winning the Champions 
League for the first time. 19.05.12

The only other thing I can remember from 2012 is 
my hair - Sideshow Bob-esque!

We asked our current teachers for their memories of the last Jubilee year - to see 

how and what had changed at the school.



Mr Kingman

In 2012 I was a Year 7 Student who was finishing up his first year at secondary school, making 

new friends and understanding the new challenges the next phase of my education would 

bring. After completing all my schooling at John Hampden, I have since returned as a maths 

teacher with my first grey hairs (or so I'm told)!

In 2012, there was a fantastic excitement around the school, there had recently been 

announced a 'Building Our Future' project, which would see a considerable investment in our 

school to revamp our Sixth Form, produce a new Learning Resource Centre and create some 

much needed teaching space (what is now FL6+7, H4 & the Preece Room). 

At the time, the Maths Department corridor (now English), along with the sports hall, was the 

newest part of the school having been completed in 2005, so the promise of new modern 

facilities created a real buzz! Whilst the modernised classroom plans had an appeal about 

them, I still have good memories of lining up outside my lessons against carpeted walls, which 

I could tell were considerably older than I was!

To celebrate the jubilee, in art lessons with Miss Curle, we explored previous portraits of the 

queen, eventually designing our own stamp to commemorate the occasion and reflect the 

achievements of her majesty's reign so far. My complete inability at art was certainly reflected 

in my final outcome; I enjoyed art, however, it did not enjoy me! On the other hand, Maths 

was more than happy to welcome me into its interesting, logical and important arms (excuse 

the shameless plug!). I distinctly remember one of my Year 7 lessons, where Mr Burton helped 

us to work out the probability of drawing a (ever feared) coffee flavoured Revel from a packet. 

To my and my peers marked disappointment, Mr Burton ate the Revels in front of us, telling us 

each flavour whilst we recorded the data - despite several offers from student volunteers to 

be taste testers!

Next year will be my 10th academic year at John Hampden. It is incredible to see how the 

school has changed both physically and excelled as an academic establishment. The 

Innovation Hub being the newest addition to the site at the end of this 10 year period, it 

remains incredibly exciting to imagine where we will be as a school community in the next 

decade!

Congratulations on your Platinum Jubilee your Majesty.

The original artist’s 
impression of what is 
now the 6th Form Block 
and LRC



Miss Venn - Further memories of 2012

The school was was quite a bit smaller! We had an afternoon

on the field with sack races, egg and spoon, tug of war, 

wheelbarrow races and similar. Soak the teacher was quite a

popular event, (Mr Folkes got very wet) as was splatting the rat.

Students had spent time beforehand making bunting that was

hung up around school. The art department did a lot of face painting and we all tried to wear 

patriotic colours.

2012 London Olympics - a fabulous event. HM Queen leaping out of a helicopter at the 

opening ceremony, Mr Bean 'playing' the piano in a rendition of Chariots of Fire and a 

combination of fantastic athletes bringing the torch around the country and eventually into 

the stadium. I went to the Water Polo - never really seen the sport before but it was brilliant, 

and London was so alive and upbeat. Fabulous haul of medals as well.

My village had a jubilee beacon - sitting on top of a hill in the Cotswolds we could see several 

others around us as the sun set, and then we set off flares. The oldest member of our village 

(who remembered quite clearly the Coronation) lit the bonfire, and a former Lady-in-waiting 

to the Queen came out with anecdotes about her time at Windsor. We all sat around late into 

the night watching the stars and listening to the owls. The next day the village planted 20 

trees in the field we had been in, all of which are still alive. This was next to a similar planting 

that had happened for Queen Victoria's Golden Jubilee in 1887. This year my village is all set to 

do something similar!

Mr Parbery:

I was Head of Year 11 in 2012, having taken year group through from Year 8. GCSEs and A 

levels were rather different back then... I note that there were modular exams in Years 11 and 

12 in History, and controlled assessment existed for GCSE subjects.

It was a year of trips, many of which were organised by legendary assistant headteacher (and 

former archivist) Andy Wright. He led an expedition to Peru and led a group of senior students 

on the 1,000m peaks challenge in Wales. There were hockey tours to Germany and Spain. The 

junior football squads went to Madrid whilst the senior teams undertook a two week tour to 

the USA. Also on the sporting front, our U15 squash team became national champions and the 

Year 10 football team won the county cup at Adams Park. Two Old Boys, Simon Burnett 

(swimming) and Nick Catlin (hockey) competed in the 2012 Olympic Games.

Mr Folkes in the sponge firing line 2012!



In our department, there was the annual battlefields trip to France and Belgium. The 

Question Time panel included Nigel Farage and was chaired by Stephen Sackur. Tom Pike 

(now a teacher of History and Politics at Wycombe High School) was elected Member of the 

Youth Parliament for Wycombe and the school won a 'Gold Democracy Award' for our 

participation in the UK Youth Parliament elections.

Mrs Laughton:

In the village where I live we had a village picnic, concert and fireworks which was a lovely 

occasion. Everyone came together and had a wonderful afternoon watching various local 

acts singing. dancing and playing in bands. And in the evening there were beacons to be lit in 

many villages and towns. The one in our village was manned by the local scouts and was 

memorable because they used fire retardant wooden pallets and however much petrol was 

poured over the wood it refused to light.

The Peru trip



Current Students’ thoughts on 2022 so far…

I have enjoyed a return to 

normality within school, 

allowing clubs and proper 

lessons to restart.

Liam L, Year 10

I love the links to current 

affairs in many of the 

studied subjects. E.g 

Geography, Business, 

History

Ben B, Year 11

The return to 

normality - no 

more masks!

Aman S, Year 13

I enjoy history and RS. I look 

forward to them every week. I 

also enjoy softball and 

basketball clubs. I also look 

forward to History Society and 

German club on a Wednesday.

Ethan B, Year 8



Advancements in technology, 

better diplomatic relations 

between countries *the 

Koreas*, a quick turnaround in 

the area of carbon emissions.

Olly B, Year 11

I hope that we will live in a 

country with a stable, 

truthful government and I 

hope we continue 

advancing in science to find 

cures for diseases such as 

cancer.

Caleb E, Year 10

We will have made some 

serious progress to 

eliminating problems that 

have haunted us for 

centuries: poverty, 

discrimination, exploitation 

of the environment.

Lucas C, Year 10

My hopes for the future are 

that the problem of global 

warming will be solved and 

the Russian invasion of 

Ukraine will be over.

Mosoud T, Year 8

Their hopes for the future…

I hope we rejoin the EU 

and we have a greater 

sense of democracy and 

truth despite the growing 

prevalence and fake news 

in the media. This includes 

the growing fears over 

‘deep fake’ technology.

Matthew B, Year 11



Will all media be run by the state 

and restricted? Will the isolationist 

nature of this country’s politics 

come back to haunt it? Would a 

united Indo-Pacific be able to hold 

off Chinese domination? Would a 

unified Europe be able to function 

as a single entity?

Olly B, 9C

Schools may no longer 

be as common with 

online teachers 

becoming more normal 

and interactions only 

done through a screen.

Caleb E, Year 10

Perhaps, our politics will 

become more and more 

driven by populism, or 

perhaps it will peak and 

the public’s engagement in 

politics will increase, 

seeing the need for the 

world to change.

Lucas C, 10W

The world in 2092 may be 

completely different because 

of new robots which could, in 

theory, take the place of 

many factory workers and 

other people in jobs that may 

be able to be performed by AI 

in the future.

Isaac E, Year 8

And their predictions for 70 years from now…



The Queen's Jubilee  

Leo Mills, 7R

70 years of reign

So many days full of pain

Diana and now her husband

Will the pain ever go away,

But after everything, thank you Queen

Queen of England's longest reign

Her reign gets longer day by day

And I would just like to say 

Thank you Queen!

You have served our country very well 

Made us laugh 

Made us well

Made our country express itself

So thank you Queen! 

Money to charity to help the land

Help to animals near the sand

Made our country not so bland 

So,

Thank you Queen

O’ all the money spend 

To help our country here and there 

But from everyone in England

Thank you 

Queen 

The English Department asked students to write 
Poems encapsulating their views of the Queen. 

The winners are presented here. 

70 Years - Oliver M-S, 7C

Lilibet.

A large house, no time for school
Taught by a Governess.
A life changed forever,

For George, her father, was the King.

The Mechanic.
In World War II.

She helped, she saved lives
Behind the scenes she fixed,

Did her part as the rest did theirs.

Granny.
Many children grew amongst her work,

Soon grandchildren appeared ,She loved them for 
decades,

Always thinking of her family.

Elizabeth II.
70 years, a Platinum Jubilee,

Came to Lilibet,
Worked for by The Mechanic,

Gifted to the Granny

Deserved by Her Majesty, The Queen.



Queen Elizabeth poem by Riley D, 8B

Daughter of King George VI,
You have our country fixed.
Although I am a Corgi,
I know that it has been 70.
70 years,
Longest rule over our country in history.
Raised 30 Corgis during your reign,
But I know I'm your favourite again and again.
I have been with you for 8 years now,
And I am almost the size of a cow.
You have stayed loyal to not just me
But also your country.
So 70 years you have stayed as our queen,
And you have got your COVID vaccine.
So we all hope you have a lovely time,
On your Jubilee where you can drink champagne and wine.

Jubilee Cake by Fin S, 8B

Heat rising from below,
Icing whipped until it flow,
Glazing shining with a glow
But as I am special, I am far from hollow,
My transport is protected,
For every celebration, I am expected,
When I was collected,
I was respected,
For her majesty was presented,
The blade held high and with might,
Her dress silk and coloured white,
The first slice was a delight.



The Commonwealth Reading list

The BBC have produced a Commonwealth reading list, celebrating literature from all corners of the 
Commonwealth and spanning the 70 years of Queen Elizabeth’s reign.

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/articles/2Ynpj933DJ2YG5nsMS6fn8k/a-literary-celebration-
of-queen-elizabeth-iis-record-breaking-reign

Sporting Success this year

Football
Year 8 and Year 10 County Cup Winners
Year 9 County Cup Finalists
Year 7 - last 32 of ESFA National Competition
Hockey
Year 11 Regional Indoor Finals
Year 7 - 3rd Place Regional Finals
Athletics
Year 9 District Indoor Winners
Year 7 and 8 ESAA T&F Cup County Champions
Year 9 and 10 ESAA T&F Cup County Runners Up
Handball
Year 8 County Runners  Up
Year 8 Regional Finalists
Table Tennis
U16 County Winners
U16 Zonal 2nd place

Rugby
U18 National Cup, 3rd Round
U18 NPA 10s Winners
Squash
Regional Finalist U18
Regional Finalist U16
Regional Finalist U14
JHGS students make up the majority of County
Players at secondary age
Cricket
U14 County Cup Semi-Finalists
Swimming
Year 7 - 6th in Herts League
Juniors 7th in Herts League
Inters - 5th in Herts League
Juniors - 5th in Wycombe Abbey League
Inters - 4th in Wycombe Abbey League
3rd place overall in the Wycombe Abbey League

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/articles/2Ynpj933DJ2YG5nsMS6fn8k/a-literary-celebration-of-queen-elizabeth-iis-record-breaking-reign



