
#Be More / Quit Ye Like Men



JHGS’s past and future

The school has been an important part of education in High Wycombe

and beyond for  over 125 years. It was originally set up to support the local furniture 

industry, before becoming a technical school and finally becoming a grammar school on its 

present site in 1970.

We continue to update facilities to keep ahead of developments in both education and the 

workplace. Our new Innovation Hub opened in September 2021, providing 13 new 

classrooms and two new IT suites to support our students, your sons.  Our next projects are 

to provide new canopies for the ‘Compass’ Quad and extending our canteen area.  

Welcome

John Hampden Grammar School is remarkable. 

We seek to give our young men the personal 

qualities as well as the academic qualifications to 

carve out their own bold paths into the future. 

As you would expect, a challenging academic 

education is at the heart of what we do. John 

Hampden is an outstanding school with 

exceptional academic success. But in a changing 

world our young men will need more. They will 

need character, spirit, resilience. They will need 

to lead, to inspire, to take responsibility.  

They will need to care, collaborate and create. This is what we mean by #BeMore at 

John Hampden. We support every individual to build these qualities necessary for 

happy, successful and fulfilled lives,  ‘Big lives’ as one of our students recently 

described it.  The all round education and values your son will receive at JHGS are 

embodied in our motto “Quit Ye Like Men.” 

Tracey Hartley

Headteacher



Be More Knowledgeable 

First and foremost John Hampden is where your son will learn and acquire the knowledge he 

needs to move through his academic life.  We have a strong academic record but also 

understand that knowledge is far more than just passing exams.  Skills taught and modelled at 

the school will help your son prepare for the wider world, working within teams, listening to 

other points of view, and helping others. We have also created wider skills programme to 

complement subject learning and give your son the tools he’ll need to get on and achieve in 

the wider world.

Many of our Sixth Form are involved in an active outreach programme with local primary 

schools, supporting students in the classroom with tutoring or particular projects - a recent 

example being setting up and helping the primary students run their own school newspaper.  

Older students also assist in running lunchtime and after school clubs.

Year 9 Mock interviews

Our academic curriculum and subject information can be viewed on our website here.  This 

includes the exam boards studied at GCSE and A Level.

The students from the school regularly take part in national Science Olympiads and inter school 

Maths competitions and has a superb track record of results with these.

https://www.jhgs.bucks.sch.uk/40/curriculum-overview


Be More Excited 

We are very proud of our teaching staff who  encourage and foster a love of learning in our 

students.  Their enthusiasm contributes to the many successes of the boys when they choose 

to  extend their learning, and the school offers many opportunities for them to follow their 

own passions.  

We offer regular trips abroad as ways to bring 

learning to life, 

Our annual trip to the Battlefields of northern France supports our History  teaching as well as 

serving as sobering lesson to the young men who have gone before this generation.  

Geography field trips also encourage the practical application of skills gained in the classroom.

We also offer opportunities for modern foreign language trips.  Knowledge and experience of a 

country’s culture is an important part of both learning and understanding a language.

 Our Design Technology students have reached the National finals of the competition for future 

engineers run by the Big Bang Fair held at the NEC in Birmingham two years in a row.

Outside the curriculum boys have 

the opportunity to explore the 

subjects they are most interested in 

further through art, essay 

competitions in a number of 

disciplines - for example Geography 

or Finance,  English Speaking Union 

competitions,  Science Olympiads, 

Finance awards.



Be More Involved

Alongside a school newspaper and the ‘ASK’ podcast, John Hampden students can enjoy a wide 

offering of extracurricular Sports clubs, debating, Mock Trial, Chess, Lego, our dedicated Maths 

club the Euler Erdos society,  a variety of musical bands and ensembles and even opportunities 

to help run our production Audio Visual team.  

We are proud to have been ranked as one of the top state schools for sport in the country 

holding  21st place in 2019 (the most recent publication).

Between 80 and 130 pupils compete ‘individually’ at County, Regional and National levels in 

sports as diverse as Swimming, Kick Boxing and Table Tennis

We offer the following extra curricular clubs in Sport:  Football, Rugby, Hockey, Badminton, 

Table Tennis, Handball, Basketball, Spinning, Climbing, Cricket, Athletics, Tennis, Fencing, 

Dodgeball, Swimming, Squash, Yoga and Fitness, 

Over the past few years JHGS teams and sportsmen have achieved success in the following 

areas:

Football - County Cup winners at various age groups

Cricket, Badminton and Handball - County finalists

Hockey, Athletics and Swimming - Regional finalists

Squash - Regional and National finalists

Rugby -  Quarter finalists National Bowl

Table Tennis - National finals



challenges, some academic, some sporting and some just fun!

Our annual Sports day unites all the houses across the year groups and competition 
is friendly but fierce to gain the overall title of House Champions.  

 A Christmas Carol

Outdoor adventures in Wales.

We hold an annual Music 
competition and biannual 
musical theatre production.  
Each student is assigned a 
school House on entry to the 
school and multiple House 
competitions run throughout 
the year crossing curricular 
and non curricular 



Be More Independent 

Throughout all aspects of learning here, we offer our students guidance in the tools 

and  ways they can study and research independently with confidence.  We also 

encourage independent thought through our numerous debating and mock trial 

opportunities. 

We are always happy to listen to and support student ideas  to bring new projects 

to the school.

A current group of Sixth Formers have, along with our Head of Maths, instigated a 

Euler Erdos Society to support and encourage wider mathematical learning and 

thinking within the school.

The school is a Google school and every boy from year 7 up has a device and has all 

the resources to be able to work independently.  During the recent lockdowns 

students had all their work uploaded to Google Classrooms with the livestreaming 

of most lessons to help them access learning and continue to interact with 

classmates, teachers and the pastoral team.

Digital learning has been an important element  in equipping boys with an ability to 

work confidently and independently, but encouraging each student to question 

their own understanding of a topic and self evaluate their responses and learning is 

also key.



Be More Resilient

From the moment they join JHGS we endeavour to prepare the boys for the 

inevitability of setbacks in life.

The importance of teamwork and respect for others are reinforced through our 

pastoral structure and the boys learn to draw on their experiences to work with their 

friends and peers, listen to other opinions and good advice to overcome challenges 

and perceived issues and to  find other ways of working through  personal or 

academic problems.

Year 7 activity day

From Year 9 students have the opportunity to take part in the Duke of Edinburgh 

award scheme, starting with Bronze we have the vast majority of the year group 

taking part and some students complete all three awards by the end of the Sixth 

Form.



Be More Ambitious 

Our students readily take up the opportunities offered at John Hampden Grammar 

School, we also have able bodied and para elite athletes competing at a national 

level across various sporting disciplines  who balance  their semi professional 

training schedules alongside schoolwork.

Our young men aspire to and achieve places at Russell Group universities and 

Oxford or Cambridge studying traditional subjects alongside more specialist 

degrees such as  aeronautical or sound engineering.  In 2020 this accounted for 

42% of our leavers.  Alongside these traditional academic routes our young men 

succeed in gaining places on highly competitive Level 3 apprenticeships such as 

those run by Dyson Engineering, GSK, Deloitte and BP.  

We offer support to our students whatever their aspiration. 

Within the school there are many opportunities for your son to explore his 

ambitions too; for example our Young Enterprise students had an incredibly 

successful year through the Covid crisis, broadening a business partnership with 

Rymans and pivoting from supplying students with essential stationery and 

equipment to supplying the students and staff with reusable facemasks and 

personal hand sanitisers.  The turnover for their financial year was in excess of 

£8,000.



Pastoral and Welfare Wellbeing

We pride ourselves on our pastoral care here at John Hampden,  welfare and 

wellbeing are  prioritised.  

We have one full time and two part time  

counsellors available for students to talk 

to and even a therapy dog, Molly, who 

the boys have welcomed enthusiastically

into the JHGS community.

Our Learning Support department have particular expertise in helping those 
with Visual Impairments, we have 11 Learning Support Assistants (LSAs) who 
are trained to deliver interventions and support a range of student needs

Admissions 

Please see our website for full details of our Admissions policy for Year 7’s and 
Sixth Form as well as in year transfers.



Sixth Form

The Sixth Form at JHGS combines a very high level of expertise in A-level teaching 

with a supportive and professional pastoral environment. This will, we believe, 

enable each student to adjust smoothly to the different demands and challenges 

involved in becoming a senior member of the school, and to the very different 

levels of expectation and styles of work which are required of the students if they 

are to realise their potential in the relatively short time available. The care and 

support given to you throughout your Sixth form journey, coupled with your 

commitment to work hard and be resilient, gives each student the tools to achieve 

to the very best of their ability and be well prepared for the next step in life, 

whether that is University, Higher Level Apprenticeships, gap years or employment.  

Extra Curricular opportunities are also strongly supported, whether it is 

volunteering in the community, Gold Duke of Edinburgh awards or EPQs (Extended 

Project Qualifications). Recent EPQ titles include:

How significant was Orwell’s allegory ‘Animal farm’ in shaping perceptions of the 

Soviet Union?

To what extent will Artificial Intelligence revolutionise the diagnosis of major 

diseases in healthcare? 

To what extent is the biblical teaching “whoever sheds the blood of man, by man 

shall his blood be shed” relevant in today’s US Justice System?

Please refer to the Sixth Form Prospectus for further information on what 
opportunities are available when joining John Hampden’s Sixth Form.



www.jhgs.bucks.sch.uk
 Twitter @JHGSHW  Instagram @JohnHampdenGrammarSchool 
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