
Roll of Honour 
1914-1918 and 1939-1945 

"They counted not their lives dear unto themselves”." 



The War Memorials 

In 1919 the School setup a training centre for 
wounded soldiers returning from the war. This 
allowed them to retrain in furniture making, as 
this was a suitable trade for them to be in given 
their injuries. The course was the first of its kind 
in the world and when it was first run the ex-
soldiers made the memorial cabinet.  

 

The cabinet was designed by Mr T Shaw Wil-
son, A.R.C.A., and the work carried out by the 
disabled men. It forms a Memorial to the Stu-
dents of the Technical School fallen in the War. 
It contains four panels, symbolic of War, Peace, 
Art, and Literature and on the cornice are the 
names of the great battle areas – France, Bel-
gium, North Sea, Gallipoli, Salonika, Palestine, 
Mesopotamia, Italy, and Africa; the frieze bear-
ing the quotation: “They counted not their lives 
dear unto themselves.”  

 

The names of the students who were killed 
were not recorded on the memorial. The WW1 
role of honour has been researched by year 11 
pupils and the names obtained from a variety 
of sources. 

The cabinet as it appeared in an article in Good 
Furniture Magazine published in America in 1920 

A photograph of the School in the late 20s - the 
cabinet is in the back of the classroom. 

 

 

The Second World War memorial is more tradi-
tional. It was designed and made by W Cutler 
MBE (Uncle Bill), a teacher at the School, and it 
contains the names of 31 pupils who were killed 
during WW2.  Bill Cutler was also one of the 
designers of the Utility Furniture Range, the 
only type of furniture you could buy during ra-
tioning.  

 

 



1914 — 1918 



James Anderson 

  

James was born in 1895 in Wooburn. His parents were Alfred, a 
bricklayer’s labourer, and Ellen. He had 2 sisters, one older and 
one younger. They lived in Bottle Cottage in Flackwell Heath - 
a house that stood where the chemist is now and was faced 
with the ends of many types of bottles. He attended the School 
in 1908 and won a prize for watercolour painting. He enlisted 
into the Royal Field Artillery (“Y” 74th T.M. Battalion) in High 
Wycombe. He died at sea while on the HT Osmanieh aged 22 
on December 31st 1917 and is remembered on the Chatby Me-
morial in Egypt and on the Flackwell Heath Memorial. The HT 
Osmanieh struck a mine entering the port of Alexandria with 
the loss of 76 officers & men. 

HT Osmanieh 



Cecil Baker 

 
Cecil was born in 1896 and enlisted into the 156th Oxford Heavy Battalion which was part of the Royal 
Garrison Artillery in High Wycombe. He was the son of William (who died when Cecil was young) and 
Eliza. 

  

After leaving junior school he became an apprentice wood turner. He had a younger brother and sis-
ter and they lived at 9 Van Place in High Wycombe. Van Place was near the old Van Inn on the Oxford 
Road (somewhere near the Eden Centre). 

  

He attended the School in c1915 and won one of the prizes for turnery. He was killed aged 20 fighting 
on the Somme on 8th September 1916 and is buried in Albert Communal Cemetery Extension. 



Edward Batting 

  

Edward was in in 1898 in High Wycombe to George and Emily. His father was a carpenter and he had 
an older sister. He studied at the Science and Art schools in c1915, winning woodcarving prizes in both 
1915 and 1916. He lived in 1911 at Highbury Cottage in Boss Lane, Hughenden but later the family moved 
to 39 Hughenden Road.  

 

He enlisted in High Wycombe into the Royal Field Artillery (129th Battalion, 42nd Brigade). He died of 
his wounds aged 20 on September 11th 1918 during some of the final fighting on the Western Front. He 
is buried in the Bac-du-Sud Cemetery, Bailleulval.  

 

 

 



John Burnham 

 
John James Burnham was born in 1893 in High 
Wycombe. His parents were John and Elizabeth 
and he lived with them and his three younger 
brothers (William, Leonard and Sydney) and two 
younger sisters (Annie and Winifred.) In 1911 they 
lived at 71 Totteridge Road, although by 1916 
they were living at 67 Totteridge Road. In 1908 
he achieved a diploma in model making and 
modelling design from the School. he also won a 
prize for wood carving. 

  

His father had been invalided but despite his 
affliction, the three available sons (Sydney was 
too young) all gave up work and enlisted. Leon-
ard (4th Berks) survived but both John 
and William were killed. 

  

John was 23 when he was killed on February 
10th 1916. He originally served with the Oxford & 
Bucks Light Infantry 1/1st Bucks Battalion (the 
Bucks territorials, Wycombe Detachment) but a 
week before he was killed was drafted into the 
145th Brigade Machine Gun Company. The Bucks 
Free Press wrote, "He was always of a very 
cheerful disposition and up to the time he wrote 

his last letter (on February 6th) he was quite well and happy. Now his parents are suddenly bereft of a 
dutiful son." 

  

The Chaplain, E.T Helm, wrote, "I am very sorry indeed to have to send you such very bad news. Your 
son, John Burnham, 2566, was killed instantly yesterday afternoon by a shell. He was, as you know, at-
tached to the 145th Brigade Machine Company. We are laying him to rest this afternoon in the Military 
Cemetery." Lieutenant Bernard Green, writing on Feb 11th, to John's father said, "He was on duty with 
his team in the machine gun emplacement, when a large shell exploded right in the dug-out.. His is be-
ing buried this afternoon with six others of the Bucks Battalion and I will see that his grave is kept up. 
A wooden cross is being prepared, and will be put up over his grave. He was always diligent and keen 
in his work, and we all sympathise deeply with you in your loss." 

  

Private Bert Kingham (Wycombe) also wrote describing the death of Private Burnham, who he says 
"died bravely doing his duty, helping other the stretcher bearers with the wounded, when another shell 
came over and killed him and six others, who were buried this afternoon. For the last three or four days 
it has been hell here. The Germans have been shelling us almost without a break. I shall go and visit 
Jack's grave tomorrow. I must close now, for I feel heartbroken tonight at having to write such sad 
news to you." 

  

He is buried at Hebuterne Military Cemetery near the Somme in the Pas de Calais. His brother was 
killed on Oct 7th 1918 and is buried at Templeux-Le-Guerard British Cemetery in the Somme. 



Christopher Clay 

  

 
Christopher was born in January 1892 and his parents were Jemina and 
George. His father died when he was young and he had three older brothers 
and four older sisters. He won an attendance prize at the School in 1908 and 
then became a dental assistant. After serving his apprenticeship in High 
Wycombe he moved to Lowestoft and signed up on Feb 14th 1915 into the 
Royal Army Medical Corp. 

  

While sailing out to Gallipoli in August 1915 the ship he was on, the HMT Royal 
Edward, was hit by a German torpedo. 

  

"On 28 July 1915, Royal Edward embarked 1,367 officers and men at Avonmouth. The majority were 
reinforcements for the British 29th Infantry, with members of the Royal Army Medical Corps. All were 
destined for Gallipoli. Royal Edward was reported off the Lizard on the evening of the 28th, and had 
arrived at Alexandria on 10 August. Royal Edward sailed for Moudros on the island of Lemnos, a stag-
ing point for the Dardanelles. On the morning of 13 August, Royal Edward passed the British hospital 
ship Soudan, heading in the opposite direction. Oberleutnant zur See Heino von Heimburg in the Ger-
man submarine UB-14 was off the island of Kandeloussa and saw both ships. He allowed Soudan to 
pass unmolested, and focused his attention on the unescorted Royal Edward some 6 nautical miles (11 
km) off Kandeloussa. He launched one of UB-14's two torpedoes from about a mile  away and hit Royal 
Edward in the stern. She sank by the stern within six minutes. Royal Edward was able to get off an 
SOS before losing power, and Soudan arrived on the scene at 10am after making a 180° turn and res-
cued 440 men in six hours. Two French destroyers and some trawlers rescued another 221. Royal Ed-
ward's death toll was 935 and was high because a boat drill had just been completed and the majority 
of the men were below decks re-stowing their equipment" 

  

He is remembered on the Helles Memorial in Turkey. 

 



Ralph Davis 

  

Ralph was born 29th October 1894 in High Wycombe. His parents 
were John Davis and Rose Davis and they lived in 57 Richardson 
Street. He had four brothers, three of whom were also in the army. His 
mother died in November 1915, the last time he and his brother re-
turned home. 

  

Ralph attended the School in 1908 and won an attendance prize. He 
then worked for Allen and Co who were chair manufacturers based on 
Oxford Road.  

  

He joined the Gloucestershire Regiment in September 1914 in 
Wycombe and was promoted to Lance Sergeant. He was involved in 
the first attack of the Battle of Pozières part of the Battle of the 
Somme. He went over the top on night of July 22nd/23rd 1916. He 
was never seen again and his body never identified. He is remembered 
on the Thiepval Memorial. He was 21 years old. 

  



Victor Davis 

 

Victor, who was born in 1898 was Ralph’s younger brother. His par-
ents were John Davis and Rose Davis and they lived in 57 Richard-
son Street. He had four brothers, three of whom were also in the ar-
my. Their mother died in November 1915, the last time Victor and 
Ralph returned home. 

  

Victor attended the School in 1911 and worked as a cabinet maker 
apprentice with Messrs Peatey and Co. 

  

He joined the Oxford & Bucks Light Infantry 1/1st Bucks Battalion in 
October 1914 in Aylesbury. He died on 23rd August 1916, fighting 
with the also in the Battle of Pozières. He was shot through the head 
while attacking and his body was also never identified and he is also 
remembered on the Thiepval Memorial. He was 19 years old. The 
Battalion's war diary of the day reports, 

  

"On the 23rd August the Battalion relieved the 6th Gloucesters in the 
trenches between Ovillers and Thiepval, with orders to carry out an 
attack on the enemy’s forward positions. “A” and “ C” Companies 
were detailed for this attack, which was timed for 3.05 p.m. A bom-
bardment carried out by the Heavy Artillery from 1 p.m. to 2.45 p.m. 
served merely to define the limits of the objective. At 3 p.m. an in-
tense bombardment was put down for five minutes by the Field Ar-
tillery, under cover of which the attack was launched. The barrage 
was good, but too short, as when it lifted the attacking troops had 
still some way to go, and the enemy were manning their trench thick-
ly, apparently little affected by it.  
 
The enemy barrage also came down immediately after our own. As a 
result casualties were heavy and progress almost impossible. A few 
N.C.O.’s and men of “C” Company reached their objective on the ex-

treme right, but were all killed or wounded, only Sergeant Bishop getting back. The remnants of the 
two Companies had to lie where they were, many being killed and wounded by shell-fire and snipers, 
before nightfall made a move back possible. 
 
No real gain resulted, except the capture of almost the whole of a diagonal trench running from the 
centre of our position to the enemy’s right, and on the left our bomb stop was advanced some fifty 
yards. The losses in both Companies were heavy. Out of a total of four officers and 150 other ranks who 
actually went over the top, our casualties were two officers killed and two wounded, and in other ranks 
24 were killed, 71 wounded, and 13 missing." 



Frank Eggleton  

 

Frank Eggleton was born on January 5th 1886 in 
Chinnor. His parents, David and Annie, were farm-
ers and ran Hill Farm. He had one brother, William 
and one sister Ada and sometime between 1911 
and 1917 his father died. His brother worked on 
the farm but Frank having gone to school in 
Thame decided to join Wheelers' Wycombe 
Breweries as a clerk in 1901. Between 1901 and 
1914 he was regularly promoted finally reaching 
the position of company secretary. During this 
time he studied at the School gaining qualifica-
tions that would help with his job and he won an 

attendance prize in 1911. 

  

Frank joined up in September 12th 1914 into the Honourable Artillery Com-
pany having turned down a commission into the Oxford and Buck Regi-
ment. He fought in Egypt in 1915 before taking up a commission into the 
Royal Field Artillery. He then fought in France and Belgium and at the time 
of his death had reached the rank of Major. He was mentioned in dispatch-
es on 18th May 1917 for gallant conduct in the field during the Battle of Ar-
ras, His Battery then moved to take part in Third Battle of Ypres 
(Passchendaele.) He was killed on October 21st 1917 and is buried in Cana-
da Farm Cemetery near Ieper. Canada Farm Cemetery took its name from 
a farmhouse used as a dressing station. He had gone to the guns to attend 
to an officer and on the way back, whilst waiting for the stretcher to pass 
him, he was hit by a piece of shell, which entered his spine. A 2nd Lieuten-
ant in his Battery wrote that he was "so loved and respected by all." 

  

Frank is remembered on the High Wycombe Hospital memorial as well as 
in Chinnor (the plaque in the church was paid for by the bequest men-
tioned in the article on the left.) 

  

Wheelers' Breweries, which were based on Easton Street, were one of the 
largest brewing companies 
in Wycombe running almost 
150 pubs in the area. They 
stopped brewing in 1931. 

 



Dennis Fane 

 

Dennis was born on 15th August 1896 in High 
Wycombe. His parents were Aubrey and Alice 
and his father was a postman, formally a chair 
maker. He had one younger sister and two 
brothers Victor, who died aged 23 on May 22nd 
1918 and who is buried in the Verrenes Military 
Cemetery, and Stanley. He attended the School 
in 1914, studying cabinet making, and the RGS 
(1908 – 11). 

The family lived in 1911 in 16 Brook Street along 
with Alice’s mother although at the time of Den-
nis’s death they had moved to 81 Desborough 
Road. He was a polisher and cabinet maker. 

He joined the East Surrey Regiment (7th Battal-
ion) in Oxford although the RGS memorial lists 
him as being in the Hampshire Regiment. He 
was killed aged 20 on May 3rd 1917 (during the 
Battle of Arras) and his body was never identi-
fied. He is remembered on the Arras Memorial. 



Frank Gray 

 
 

Frank was born in Wycombe in 1893. His 
parents were Albert and Martha and they 
lived in Lane End (having moved from Up-
ton Villas, Hughenden Road, where they 
lived in 1901.) He had one older brother, 
Albert, two younger brothers and two 
younger sisters, Minnie, William, Albert, 
Edward and Daisy. 

  

He won a prize for drawing in 1908 at the 
School and then went on the work for 
Steases Saw Works. He signed up in April 
1915 (the first person in Lane End to en-
list) but was seriously injured in July 1915. 
He returned to France in Decem-
ber 1915 acting as a despatch rider. He 
died near Ypres on the 22nd August 1917 
and is buried in Perth Cemetery (China 
Wall).  



Bertie Harris 

 
Bertie was born in July 1895 and his parents 
were Johnand Sophia. He had 3 older brothers (Horace, Charlie 
and Arthur), two older sisters (Ruth and Alice) and a younger 
brother (Ralph). They lived in The Row, Land End. He passed a 
shorthand qualification at the School in 1908 and in 1911 was an 
errand boy at the chairmakers where his father worked. 

  

He signed up, soon after the war broke out, into the Gloucester-
shire Regiment (10th Battalion). He served in France before be-
coming victim to a gas attack and was invalided home. He soon 
recovered and was sent back to France, where (according to the 
Bucks Free Press) he had many 'thrilling experiences.' 

  

Early in the morning of September 20th 1916, when he was 21, he 
was killed by a shell. A comrade wrote saying, "He was sitting on 
the firing step at the time, when a shell exploded just on the edge 
of the trench and a piece struck him on the head, killing him al-
most instantly. He did not suffer much pain, if any." The writer 
added that he had placed a cross on the grave. "I shall miss him." 

he said "very much as he was always one of the best of mates, and we have always been together ever 
since we enlisted. I was with him just before we went into the trenches and he was quite all right and 
joking as usual. I may say he was much respected and liked by all who knew him." 

  

During September 1916 the Gloucestershire Regiment were part of the 1st 
Division fighting in the Battle of Flers-Courcelette, which was part of the Bat-
tle of the Somme. Bertie is buried in Caterpillar Valley Cemetery at Longue-
val in the Somme. His listing on the Commonwealth War Graves Commission 
site can be found here. 

  

Bertie's older brother, Arthur, was killed two months earlier on July 19th 
when fighting with the Oxford and Bucks Light Infantry during the attack at 
Fromelles. He is buried Laventie Military Cemetery. Both brothers are re-
membered in Lane End Church and Lane End Memorial Hall. 



Michael Cecil Keating 

  
Michael was born in 1893 and his parents were Michael and 
Ada. He had two older sisters, Violet and Dorothy and three 
younger brothers Peter, Bernard and Stephen and two 
younger sisters Mary and Margaret. In 1901 they were living 
in 74 Desborough Road but by 1911 they had moved to 32 
Richardson Street. Sometime between 1901 and 1911 
Michael's father had died. By 1917 his mother had moved 
again to 16 George Street. 

  

Michael won a 'local committee' prize at the School in 1908. 
He completed an apprenticeship in chair carving with Mr 
Hugo and then was employed by Messrs Skull and Son, Mr 
H Stratford and lastly by Messrs Morris White and Boreham. 
In March 1916 he married a Miss Beal and they were living at 
2 Gordon Villas in Spring Gardens, High Wycombe. 

  

He enlisted in the Bucks Territorials on September 12th 1914 
and was sent to France on March 29th 1915. The Bucks Free 
Press reported that "He proved himself to be a good sol-
dier, and his strict attention to duty gained from him the 
respect of his superiors. He was well-known in Wycombe, 
and respected by all. His letters home were always of a 
cheerful character and although never regretting his early 
step in the world-wide conflict, he was hopefully looking 
forward to the time when he would again join the family cir-
cle." 

  

He was killed on 16th April 1917 during a night attack on a 
German position. Lieutenant Pullman wrote, "Death was in-
stantaneous, and he suffered no pain. I had him buried the 
next day, and have taken a map reference of his grave. He 
was a good solider, and a brave man, and his loss is greatly 
regretted by his officers and comrades. His Company 
Officer, Captain Gregson-Ellis, was also killed at the same 
time." Captain Gregson-Ellis is buried in Peronne Communal 
Cemetery Extension. Sergeant S Walduck wrote, "He was 
not only a great friend, but also a good comrade to the pla-
toon and myself. Of this you may rest assured - Micky died 
as a solider should die - fighting. On the night of the 
16th/17th we were ordered to attack and during the attack 
Micky fell very badly wounded in the side. He died almost 
immediately, suffering hardly any pain." The Oxford and 
Bucks Light Infantry had just taken the town of Peronne (on 
March 18th) as the Germans retreated to the Hindenburg Line. 

  

After the war Michael's burial place was never identified and he is remembered on the Thiepval memo-
rial.  



Leonard Gregory Keen 

Leonard was born on the 9th October 1899 in High Wycombe to William 
and Lavina Keen. William was a chair manufacturer who had moved from 
Liverpool. Leonard had two older sisters and one older and two younger 
brothers. They lived with a servant in Highchester, 180 West Wycombe 
Road. 

  

Leonard studied at the School in 1915, winning prizes for drawing, design 
and general art. He also attended the RGS (1910 – 1914). 

  

He enlisted into the Devonshire Regiment (2nd Battalion) in Aylesbury and 
was killed, maybe in the village of Roucy, aged 18 on May 26th 1918 during 
the Battle of Bois des Buttes, which was at the start of the Battle of the 
Aisne. 

  

The 2nd Devons were the first British unit honoured with the Croix de 
Guerre because of their resistance during the battle. His body was never 
identified and he is remembered on the Soissons Memorial in Aisne.  



Frederick Clarence Lance  

  

Frederick Lance was born on 28th November 1897 in Shoreditch, London. By 1901 his family had 
moved to 1, Nelson Villa, Hughenden Road in High Wycombe and they subsequently moved to Hen-
don. On Frederick's father's death in late 1911 the family returned to High Wycombe to live in 97, Des-
borough Avenue.   As well as studying at the School Frederick worked for Messrs William Birch, who 
were chairmakers in Denmark Street.  

 

Frederick was the youngest brother of Charles William 
Lance, who was Mayor in 1946, when Chepping Wycombe 
officially became High Wycombe, and received the Freedom 
of the Borough. 
 
In September 1914 at the age of 17, he joined the 2nd/1st 
Bucks Battalion of the Oxford & Bucks Light Infantry in 
Aylesbury. The Battalion travelled to France in May 1916 and 
were involved in the Battle of Fromelles.  

 

Lance Sergeant Frederick Clarence Lance is believed to be 
one of the men to have fallen at the battle of Fromelles, 
aged just 18, on July 19, 1916. He was presumed missing until 
May 1917   
 
The Battle of Fromelles started on July 19th 1916 and lasted 
until the following day. The battle was an attempt to stop 
the Germans moving troops away from this sector to the 
Battle of the Somme that was being fought fifty miles to the 



south of Fromelles. Like in the Somme the battle was preceded by a large bombardment. However the 
Germans had abandoned their lines and had set up new positions about 200m further back where they 
had built concrete bunkers that housed machine guns. The expectation was that those in the German 
trenches would be killed or totally demoralised from the bombardment. The end of a bombardment 
was followed by an infantry attack and the Germans were well aware of this. When the Allies attacked, 
they were hit by a German artillery bombardment that left many dead in their own trenches.  

 

The attacks were failures and very costly in terms of manpower. 5,533 Australians (about 90% of those 
involved) and 1,547 British troops (about 50% of those involved) were casualties. Many men lay 
wounded in ‘No Mans Land’. However, a plan for a temporary truce with the Germans to allow the 
wounded could be collected was vetoed by senior officers. It is thought that the organisation behind 
the battle was poor as so much planning and energy was being invested in the Somme campaign. Fro-
melles was one of the worst disasters to befall the Australian Army in the whole of World War One and 
it did a great deal to sour relations between British and Australian senior army commanders. 
  
In 2008 a mass grave of about 400 Allied soldiers was discovered at Pheasant Wood near to Fro-
melles. It is believed that the Germans quickly put as many bodies as they could into a mass grave to 
prevent the spread of disease. The bodies will be reburied in individual graves near to Pheasant Wood, 
a process that will be supervised by the Commonwealth War Graves Commission. Frederick is thought 
to be one of 19 men from south Buckinghamshire found in this mass grave.  
 

As Frederick Lance's body has not yet been identified he is remembered on the Loos Memorial.  

 

 

 

Frederick (l) with brothers Charles William and William 
George  



Dennis Lunnon 

  

Dennis was born in 1891 and his parents were Alfred 
and Jane. He had two older sisters, Bertha and Al-
ice, and two brothers, Alfred who was older and 
William who was younger. 

  

In 1901 they were living in 7 Desborough Avenue 
but by 1911 had moved to 49 Baker Street. In 1908 
Dennis won a County Council prize at the School 
and at the time of enlisting was working as an up-
holsterer at Messrs William Bartlett and Son. In ear-
ly 1913 he married a Miss Woodbridge and they 
lived together in St. Mary Street. By 1916 they had 
two children, one was called Bessie who was born 
in 1913. 

  

He joined the 14th Battalion of the Royal Warwick-
shire Regiment in April 1916 and had only been in 
France for about 8 weeks when he was killed on 
September 11th 1916. He is buried in Corbie Commu-
nal Cemetery Extension in the Somme. This ceme-
tery was used by two casualty clearing centres and 
it is likely that he was brought here having been 
injured fighting in the Battle of the Somme 
(probably the Battle of Guillemont, which his battal-
ion was fighting in up until September 6th.) 



William Henry Lunnon 

   

William was born in Hackney in 1888 into a family of furniture makers. His father Thomas was a French 
polisher from Wycombe and his mother Emilyn was from Marlow. It is 
unclear why they moved to Hackney for a few years but this may be 
due to the availability of carpentry work (there are other examples of 
Wycombe furniture craftsmen fitting out houses in Hackney) but by 
1895 the family had moved back to Wycombe. He had four brothers, 
Thomas, Frederick, John and Albert and two sisters, Mabel and Elsie. 
They lived at 17 Desborough Street in High Wycombe. 

  

He was successful at School, winning first prize for Carving and Mod-
elling Design as well as the Manufacturers’ prize for Woodcarving in 
1907. He also entered the National Wood Carving Competition in 1909 
and won a prize. 

  

He married his wife Elsie May on January 25th in 1913 in Christ Church, 
High Wycombe (which was near to the station and was demolished in 
the 1930s) and they lived at 8 Brook Street together. He had a son 
called Norman William born on 3rd December 1913. Before the war he 
was employed by Mr Craft for 10 years, chair manufacturer of Oa-
kridge Road. His father and brother Thomas were French Polishers 
and his brother Fredrick was a wood carver. 

  

 
He was examined and enlisted at Finsbury Barracks in Shoreditch on 
June 1st 1915 and declared in good physical development at the 
height of 5 foot 3 inches and joined the 20th Middlesex Battalion as a 
Private registered G14184 before transferring to the 1st Battalion on 
21st May 1918. He went overseas on June 5th 1916 and he was promot-
ed to Lance Corporal. 

  

He was twice wounded in the field and returned home in January 1917 
before returning in August 1917. Again wounded in December 1917, he 
did not return home. He was killed in action on 25th September 1918 
during the one of the last offensives, the Battle of Epehy, aged 30 and 

is buried in the Domino British Cemetery. 

  

The Bucks Free Press stated that “he was always of a bright 
and cheerful disposition”. The letter home, written by the Rev 
E L Marsden, said that, “He is greatly missed by all his com-
rades, may he find peace and rest.” He was awarded the War 
Medal and Victory Medal posthumously upon the ending of 
WWI. His wife was given his pension allowance of 22 shillings 
per week, which she accepted to pay for the upbringing of 
their child Norman. She was also sent his possessions includ-
ing his cap badge, letters, playing cards and a bible. 



William 'Leo' McGairy (Mr Mac) 

  

William Leo McGairy was born in Glasgow on 16th Septem-
ber 1888. Both his parents, Edward and Catherine, who were 
from Ireland died before William was 12. He was then 
brought up in Glasgow by his Aunt, Sarah. He attended St 
Mungo’s Academy and in 1908  he started at Glasgow Uni-
versity. According to Glasgow University's website: "In his 
first year he took Logic and Mathematics. In the following 
three years he went on to take English, Education, French 
and Natural Philosophy. Under War Service regulations he 
was given special permission to graduate from the Universi-
ty and was awarded an ordinary MA degree on 23rd June 
1920." Between 1911 and 1914 he worked as an assistant mas-
ter at a variety of schools in Glasgow; the majority of the 
time at Gorbals Public School. In 1914 he signed up and 
joined the army, becoming a serjeant (sergeant) in the 177th 
Bn of the Royal Field Artillery, part of the 16th (Irish) Divi-
sion, however at the start of the war he was seconded to 
the 131st Bn who were attached to the 2nd Canadian Divi-
sion. He fought in many parts of the Western Front includ-
ing Vimy Ridge. In late 1917 he married Laura Elizabeth 
Towerton, who was from Wycombe.  He was awarded the 
Military Medal in August 1918, which was awarded for brav-
ery in the field. Around this time he was seriously wounded 
in the back and head, from which he never entirely recov-
ered. During his time in the army he wrote many letters and 

postcards home to Laura, which are still in the family. He was also an accomplished artist and the car-
toon above was drawn while on active service. 

 

His brother, Thomas, also fought as was killed in April 1918 serving with the Royal Scots in the Battle of 
Hazebrouck (part of the Battle of the Lys). His body was never identified and he is remembered on 
the Ploegsteert Memorial to the Missing. Another brother, Edward, who had emigrated to New York, 
also served, fighting with the Canadian army.  

 

After the end of the war he initially returned to 
Gorbals Public School but once he gained his 
MA from Glasgow University he moved to High 
Wycombe firstly to Spring Gardens School be-
fore moving to the School in May 1920. He was 
appointed as an English teacher and Chief As-
sistant at the School and can be seen in the 
staff and senior boys photo taken in 1923; he is 
on the furthest right in the second row. Mr Ar-
thur Gardham, the Principal, described him 
as, "... one of the most conscientious and hon-
est workers I have met. He filled a peculiar and 
special niche all to himself, and both his colleagues on the staff and his pupils both past and present, 
realise that his influence, always of the highest, will always be felt. Unassuming and straight as a die, he 
laboured incessantly in the service of other, and in the hearts of his pupils was popularly known as 'Mr 



Mac' - always loved and respected. Mr Mac was an orphan from 
his youth and in his teaching progression endeared himself to 
both young and old."  

  

In 1924 his head wounds showed serious after effects and he un-
derwent an operation in St. Thomas' Hospital but during 1927, his 
condition deteriorated.  

 

Over Christmas 1927 there was a period of heavy snow and cold 
and on Tuesday 27th Mr McGairy went out to clear the snow from 
his drive in West Wycombe Road. It was while helping a neigh-
bour that he had a stroke and lapsed into unconsciousness. He 
passed away the following day at the age of 39 years. According 
to reports at the time his sudden collapse was no doubt the direct 
result of his war services. His funeral was held on December 31st 
at West Wycombe Church. The Bucks Free Press reported, "There 

was a large gathering, in spite of the heavy snow storm, some 100 of the pupils of the School being 
present, together with many old boys, members of the teaching staff, representatives of the Bucks Cal-
edonian Society, relatives and many friends. A guard of honour was provided at the church doors by 
girls of the school. ... Thus amid scenes of great picturesqueness in the falling snow, was laid to rest one 
who had vastly endeared himself to his fellow men,”   

 

His widow, Laura, survived him for over sixty years and died in 1989, cherishing her memories and a set 
of wonderful letters which he had written home from France between 1915 and 1917. Mr McGairy’s son 
and grandson both attended the School, James attended the School in 1979 - 1985 and is now a suc-
cessful artist living and working in in Guisborough. Mr McGairy also appears on the Glasgow University's 
roll of honour. 

A drawing by William McGairy painted while in a 
trench while looking through a knot hole in the wood. 

It is likely that he was posted near Ieper when he 
painted this. 

A postcard sent to his wife showing some of the war 
damage in Arras. 



Cecil Leonard Page 

  

Cecil was born in 1894 in High Wycombe and baptised on Feb 1st 1894 again in High Wycombe. His 
parents were Arthur Page, a chair maker, and Hilda. Cecil had one brother and one sister. In 1911 they 
lived in 54 West End Road but by 1916 had moved to 126 Desborough Road. He attended the School in 
1912 and he achieved a City and Guilds qualification in cabinet making (1st class.) 

  

He enlisted into the Oxford and Bucks Light Infantry (1st Bucks Battalion) in Aylesbury on September 
21st 1914 and died aged 23 on August 23rd 1916 in the Somme. On August 23rd the 1st Bucks Battalion 
were asked go over the top between Thiepval and Pozieres. 17 other 1st Bucks Battalion members 
were never found. Before going over the top there was a barrage that didn’t reach the German posi-
tions. Many were killed immediately and others as they lay in no man’s land as they tried to wait until it 
was dark. His body was never identified and he is remembered on the Thiepval Memorial and also on 
the St. John’s memorial in Desborough Road. 

 



Ernest Picton 

  

Ernest was born on March 24th 1895 in High Wycombe to Alfred and Clara. 
His father was a Windsor chair maker. 

  

He had one older brother, George and three sisters, Alice, Daisy and Ivy, and 
they lived in 3 Upper Green Street. He was at the Science and Art Schools in 
1912-1914 winning prizes for cabinet making. He enlisted in High Wycombe 
into the Hampshire Regiment (1st Battalion) on March 29th 1915 and was 
sent to France on 20th July 1915. He was a solider servant (later called a Bat-
man). He was killed aged 21 on July 1st 1916, the first day of the Battle of the 
Somme, and is buried in the Redan Ridge Cemetery No 2 in Beaumont-
Hamel. 

  

The 4th Division attacked between the Serre and Beaumont Hamel and 
managed to capture the German strongpoint known as Quadrilateral Redoubt. However as this proved 
to be the only gain on this sector it was subjected to intense German counter-attacks and the position 
was abandoned on the morning of 2 July by which time the division had suffered 4,700 casualties. The 
page covering July 1st from the 1st Hampshire's war diary is re-produced below. 

 



Stanley Walter Powell   

 
Stanley was born in 1899 in High Wycombe and lived at 3 Hillside View on the Hughenden Road (the 
house is still standing). His parents were Francis and Sarah Powell and his father was a beer bottler. 
Two of his brothers, Francis and Frederick also served during the war. 

  

He studied at the School in 1916 and won prizes for wood carving and soon after enlisted into the 
Hampshire Regiment (2nd Battalion) in High Wycombe. He was killed aged 19 on October 1st 1918 dur-
ing the Fifth Battle of Ypres. He is buried in the Hooge Crater Cemetery in Ieper and remembered in 
the Wesley Methodist Church, High Wycombe and at St Michael’s Hughenden. 



 
A sight one can never forget by Frank Powell (older brother of Stanley) 

 

 

Dear Mother and Father, 

 

I really did not know the date until today when I reckoned it was by the date on the Bucks 
Free Press which I have just received. We are just having a rest today after living through one 
of the hottest places a man might wish to go through. 

 

Well I am alive and well, bar a little cold and am very lucky to be able to say that. Two days 
ago we were shelled out of our trenches and our Regiment suffered heavily. We had been in 
the trenches for three nights and at dawn on the third morning shells and shrapnel began to 
fall about us like rain. Of course, I was with our machine gun, and under their shellfire the Ger-
mans advanced. We ran all our ammunition through and while it lasted mowed them down 
wholesale. We could not stay longer for the “Jack Johnsons”, as the German big shells are 
called by us, we ploughing holes in the ground all around us. The air was thick like London fog 
and it were weird screams of pieces of flying shells. We had the order to retire with our gun, 
and under terrible streams of lead from the enemy’s machine guns managed to get it away. 
We left everything in the trench as we could not carry it to move at any pace. There were 3 of 
us and the Corporal-Major and unfortunately he suffered from a weak heart. We retired about 
a hundred yards and then he could not move and begged to lie down. It was no use staying 
there with him, as it was like hell on earth, so we took it turns to carry him back, if possible, 
out of range. We succeeded for about a mile or so, and shells burst all around us and 
ploughed huge holes in the ground, but still we went on untouched. I had the Corporal Major 
on my back and came to a ditch about 4 feet deep, filled with water. I was just about to lower 
the Major so as the other fellows could give me a hand to get him across, when a shell burst 
just a few yards to my right. A piece came and cut a hole right through my boot, but did not 
cut my ankle, but it made me lame, and it was painful to walk. 

 



 

We struggled on further and reached a wood, where we rested a while, one chap going on for 
a stretcher. The other fellow and I were attending to the Corporal Major and doing our best for 
him, but he was too far gone and he died in our arms. We covered his face up and laid him out 
and had to leave him as the fire was too hot. Our team reached Headquarters safely but the 
others fared badly losing the gun and five men, either killed or wounded. They have not been 
heard of since. It was terrible in the extreme, and a sight one can never forget - poor men and 
horses knocked to pieces, buildings tumbling down and on fire, and desolation and noise inde-
scribable. It was a surprise attack as the Germans had made enormous reinforcements during 
the night. I was on sentry in our trench from two till four in the morning, and I could hear the 
rumbling of guns and transport, and the singing of the enemy’s infantry as they moved about. 
We soon got some reinforcements and drove them back, and now they are further back still. I 
shall never forget it as long as I live, I don’t wish to get in the thick of it like that again. C 
squadron has lost 77 men and all but one officer and troop of Blues were buried in the trench-
es. 

 

These “Jack Johnsons” as they are called, are fired by big siege guns and one can hear them 
coming sometime before they explode. Yesterday I saw to cows lying in a hole that one of the 
shells made, and when they explode the noise is equal to a house falling down. When we were 
retiring from the trenches I saw a shell go in one side of the house and come out the other. It 
was soon ablaze and down to the ground. I wish I could tell you where we are but I cannot, 
but from where I now am I can see five buildings burning including a fine church. People in 
England cannot realise what things are like out here, but they ought to be thankful this is not 
taking place in England. How much longer it will last I cannot say but the sooner over the bet-
ter. I have nothing left except a haversack and one blanket. I left everything in the trench. I 
lost my cap, cloak, waterproof sheet, water bottle, rifle and bayonet. I miss my overcoat at 
night but with a bit of luck shall get one shortly. Several other fellows are in like circumstanc-
es.  

 

Since writing this I have received parcel and contents all secure. You cannot realise how glad I 
was, and how the things cheered me up. That little book is very welcome and oft-times I sit 
and read a few pages when I have a few spare moments. It is a great comfort and I should 
very much like to know who sent it but never mind they will have their reward some day. 

 

Frank  



George Pritchard  

 
George Pritchard was born in 1892. His parents were George and 
Sarah. His father had been previously married to Charlotte who 
died in 1891. He had an older step brother, Thomas, 4 younger 
brothers, Frederick, Charles, Edward and Frank and two younger 
sisters Alice and Mable. They lived at 78 Richardson Street in 1911 
before moving to Desborough Avenue. George was given an at-
tendance prize from the School in 1908 and before the war be-
longed to the Royal Marines, from which he was invalided home 
and then he went to work at the Frogmoor Saw Mills. His best 
friend (George Henry Tranter) father ran the saw mills. George 
Tranter was killed on 16th July 1916.  

 

He joined up in August 1914 into the 2nd Battalion of the Oxford 
and Bucks Light Infantry and spent the next two years in and out 
of the trenches. He was killed on 1st August 1916. The 2nd Battalion 
were fighting as part of the 2nd Division in the Battle of Delville 
Wood, part of the Battle of the Somme. His body was never identi-
fied and he is remembered on the Thiepval Memorial (along with 
George Tranter.) His listing with the Commonwealth War Graves 
Commission can be found here. 

  

George's step-brother, Thomas, who was injured on July 17th re-
turned to fight. He was killed on 31st March 1918 (during the Ger-
man last gasp Spring Offensive) and his body was never identified. 
He is remembered on the Pozieres Memorial in the Somme. 

 



Henry Steele  

  
Henry was born in High Wycombe in 1890 to Henry and Annie. He 
was brought up at 7 Duke Street and studied drawing at the 
School in 1906 winning a prize. He had one brother, Arthur (who 
also served in the war with the Oxford and Bucks Light Infantry) 
and two sisters Elsie and Helen. His father died sometime between 
1911 and 1916 and in December 1915 he married Miss Bertha Lee 
who was the daughter of the publicans who ran the Gordon Arms 
in Gordon Road. 

  

He was in the Oxford & Bucks Light Infantry (1/1st Bucks Battalion) 
and was killed 16th August 1916 and his body was never identified. 
He is remembered on theTyne Cot Memorial near Ieper. 

  

The Bucks Free Press wrote, "... he was killed in action on August 
16th when other local soldiers made the supreme sacrifice. The gal-
lant young solider, aged 27 years, was for some time employed by 
Messrs Frederick Parker and Sons Ltd of Frogmoor, by whom he 
was held in high esteem." 

 

The Rev Hubert Noke, Chaplain, wrote, "I am very sorry to have to tell you of the death of your hus-
band, Corporal Steele. He was a good Non-Commissioned Officer, and very popular with his comrades. 
We shall miss him very much - he certainly died a soldier's death." 

 

Captain Pullman wrote, "It is with deepest regret that I write to inform you of the death of your hus-
band, which took place on August 16th, while the Battalion was attacking a strongly held enemy posi-
tion; Your husband was one of my very best Corporals and an extraordinary brave man. He was killed 
right in the front line - exactly where everyone knew he would be. His lose is universally deplored by 
officers and men alike; and I hope it will in some degree lesson your grief to know that he died in so 
good a cause. " 

 

Private T Jakes, wrote, "I am now writing to try and comfort you in your sorrow and bereavement at 
the loss of your husband, who was killed in the attack on the 16th. We all feel the loss of Corporal 
Steele, and I know he was loved by all in the Section and Platoon, as he was very cool in the trenches 
and always looked to the comfort of his men. I hope it will comfort you a little to know that he died very 
bravely. He was shot while encouraging his men on, and Ii know that his last thoughts were for those at 
home." 



 The Oxford & Bucks Light Infantry (1/1st Bucks Battalion) were involved in August 1917 in the Third 
Battle of Ypres. 

 "BASED ON EXTRACTS FROM CITIZEN SOLDIERS OF BUCKS BY JC SWANN AND FIRST BUCKING-
HAMSHIRE BATTALION 1914-1919 BY PL WRIGHT 

August 16th 1917 

 

It was not until the 13th that the battalion got definite orders. From these, it transpired that the attack was to be 
carried on along the whole front of the Second and Fifth Armies, and that the XVIIIth Corps was to employ the 
11th and 48th Divisions. The objective, so far as the 145th Infantry Brigade was concerned, was the high ground 
overlooking the valley of the Stroombeek; the order of battle of this Brigade was the 1/5th Battalion Gloucester-
shire Regiment on the right, the 1st Bucks Battalion in the centre, the 1/4th Battalion Oxford and Bucks Light In-
fantry on the left, with the 1/4th Battalion Royal Berkshire Regiment in Brigade reserve. 
 
The British front line on the Brigade front lay immediately west of the Steenbeek, whilst the Germans were hold-
ing a line consisting of organised shell-holes and reinforced houses, along the ridge 200 yards east of the stream. 
The Battalion was to form up for the attack west of the Steenbeek, on a front of 500 yards immediately north of 
the St. Julien bridge.  The formation was to be: two companies in front, A on the left and B on the right, each in 
two waves of two platoons, with C and D in artillery formation behind right and left respectively. Tanks were to 
have co-operated, but, owing to the waterlogged state of the ground, were counter-ordered at the last moment. 
 
On the morning of August 15, the Battalion marched from Dambre Camp to the canal bank. Here the afternoon 
was spent, and at 9.30 p.m. began to move to the forming-up positions. It proved a most trying march, the great-
er part of the route being over ground a mass of shell-holes full of water, the night pitch-dark and enemy shelling 
heavy. There was, or had been, a trench-board track to guide us part of the way, but this did not help much, as in 
many places it had been completely blown away by shells. With nothing else to aid them in keeping direction, it 
was no real wonder that three platoons of C Company lost their way and failed to turn up in time to take part in 
the initial assault. The remainder of the Battalion reached the forming-up positions and were ready twenty 
minutes before zero, which was fixed for 4.45 a.m. on August 16, 1917.  

At zero minus seven minutes, the two leading companies moved forward to cross the Steenbeek. 
 
At zero, the artillery barrage was put down 200 yards east of the stream and timed to creep forward at the rate 
of 100 yards every five minutes. The “going" was very bad indeed, as the ground was a mass of shell-craters and 
there were but few signs of dawn breaking. The result was that the barrage lifted off the enemy forward position 
before our leading wave could get up to it. A very heavy machine-gun fire was opened by the enemy from his 
concrete emplacements, and this was quickly reinforced by considerable rifle fire from his shell-hole positions. The 
fire almost entirely annihilated the leading wave of the right company, who instantly lost two out of their three 
officers. The second wave closed up and engaged the enemy with fire, while parties worked round the flanks, but 
the enemy kept up a very strong resistance, and until the leading platoons of D Company closed up and charged 
with the bayonet they showed no signs of giving in. This charge by the third wave was followed by a bout of hand
-to-hand fighting around the blockhouses on the Hillock Farm-St. Julien road, until the garrison of one blockhouse 
put up their hands. After this the other garrisons soon followed suit. This was the situation on the right about 6 
a.m. The remains of B and D Companies were then quickly reorganised and pushed on in an attempt to overtake 
our barrage, which had by this time got well ahead of them. They could only succeed in advancing some 300 
yards north-east of the outskirts of St. Julien, where they were confronted by a large sheet of water, with a block-
house and two gunpits on the far side held by machine guns and riflemen. Every attempt made by these compa-
nies to get forward was stopped by a heavy cross-fire from these positions and others on the left. 
The left leading company (A) met with less resistance at first, but on topping the slight ridge above the Steen-
beek they came under a heavy cross-fire from Hillock Farm and two old gunpits west of it, as well as from posi-
tions away to their left, in front of the left Battalion, who had been held up close to the Steenbeek. The leading 
wave reached the gunpits with only sixteen men left. The second wave closed up, but its left platoon was com-
pletely stopped by fire from the direction of Maison du Hibou and Triangle Farm. The right platoon, carrying out 
their orders, continued the attack with the remains of the leading wave and succeeded in reaching their objective 
at Springfield at about 6.45 a.m. Many, however, were seen to fall as they passed Hillock Farm, and very few could 
actually have reached Springfield. After the first rush by this gallant party, every effort was made to reach the 
place and afford them assistance, but each attempt met with failure and many casualties, and at 9 a.m. the enemy 
were seen to rush the house, three or four of our men being afterwards led away. 



 
At 7 a.m. Battalion Headquarters was established in a blockhouse on the west side of the Hillock Farm -� St. Julien 
road, and made itself responsible for that road, whilst the other troops that remained were sent to reinforce the 
more forward position on the right. In the meantime the 5th Gloucesters on the right had got about 300 yards 
west of the Steenbeek, where they too were finally held up. 
 
Soon after 8 a.m. the enemy were seen coming over the ridge north of Springfield in considerable numbers and 
collecting in a trench below it. As by this time the battalion had no communication with the artillery, this massing 
by the enemy continued, whilst the companies were hastily reorganised for defence, and three Vickers guns 
brought into suitable positions. One platoon of the 1/4th Royal Berks was also brought up and placed to protect 
the left flank, which was in the air. 
 
At 9 a.m. three thick waves of the enemy were seen to move down towards Triangle Farm, where they got under 
cover. At 10 a.m. the enemy counter-attacked heavily from this farm and from each side of it. The fire from our ma-
chine guns, Lewis guns and rifles was, however, too much for them, for after a short time they commenced to re-
tire over the ridge by which they had come. Sniping and machine-gun fire were brisk throughout the day, and the 
battalion had several casualties, mostly in the neighbourhood of Hillock Farm, where the men had little cover and 
the slightest movement was visible to the enemy. 
 
At 7.30 p.m., as it was getting dusk, about a hundred Germans attempted to rush the gunpits on the left, but they 
were stopped and suffered heavily. No further counter-attack occurred until 9.30 p.m., when the enemy again 
launched a surprise attack from the direction of Triangle Farm, and succeeded on this occasion in driving in our 
posts very slightly round Hillock Farm. Reconnoitring patrols, sent out during the night, reported the enemy to be 
holding the line of the Springfield road. 
Owing to enemy sniping, it had been found quite impossible to collect the wounded during the day and a great 
amount of searching and clearing had to be done that night. Enemy dead lay along the Hillock Farm road in large 
numbers, the majority having been bayoneted. 
 
The captures by the Battalion were: 
80 prisoners (mostly 7th Bavarian Infantry Regiment). 
1 field gun. 
8 machine guns. 
Large quantities of equipment and medical stores were also taken. 
 
The attack proved that our barrage had no effect whatever on the garrisons of concrete blockhouses, and that for 
future operations it was essential that these houses should be dealt with by the “heavies’s prior to any assault. For 
such a comparatively small advance, it had been a costly attack, but, as our flanks even now were largely in the air, 
it is difficult to see how we could have maintained positions farther forward, had we been able to reach 
them. 
 
Casualties were: Officers Killed. 2, Wounded. 7 
Other Ranks. Killed. 54. Wounded. 193. Missing. 35 (14 afterwards reported prisoners of war). 
 
The Battalion was relieved the following evening by the 6th Battalion Royal Warwickshire Regiment, and as a re-
sult of this action the following congratulatory messages were received: 
“To the General Officer Commanding 145th Infantry Brigade. August 19, 1917. 
“In case the exigencies of the service prevent me visiting your battalions to-day, please tell them that I appreciate 
very much the stubborn and determined fighting spirit shown by you, and your officers and men, in the battle on 
the 16th. Although the fortunes of war, in the form of concrete shelters and an unexpectedly strong preliminary 
position, prevented us from gaining more than a portion of the objectives we want, we made a very valuable im-
provement to our position for future progress. Besides the capture of over 100 prisoners, very severe loss was in-
flicted on the Germans, one small field gun and several machine guns were captured. “It is not the mere capture of 
positions which is going to bring us the final victory, but the determined fighting, in spite of all difficulties, like that 
of the Bucks Battalion, which shows the enemy that he is beaten and cannot hope to beat us and must give in. 
“I have the fullest confidence in your Brigade, and know that they will continue to fight with the same spirit with 
which they have always done, in spite of difficulties.-- 
 
R. FANSHAWE, Major-General.” 



Gilbert George Taylor 

  

Gilbert is buried at Struma Military Cemetery in 
Greece. 

 



Edgar Tyzack 

  

Edgar was born in 1889 and baptised on November 24th 1889. He was the son of Walter and Jane 
Tyzack who had moved to Wycombe to set up a saw making business (Tyzack Saws). They lived in 505 
London Road (opposite the retail park) in Wycombe Marsh. He had three brothers; Albert who died in 
Gallipoli aged 35 on August 15th 1915, Walter who was mayor of Wycombe in 1931 (and after whom 
Tyzack Road is named) and another who ran a furniture business. 

  

Edgar was at the School in 1906 and won many prizes, often with William Lunnon, including in 1906 the 
Advisory Committee’s Prize for Carving and Modelling and in 1907 the Manufacturers’ Prize for Wood-
carving. He enlisted in Newport on the Isle of Wight into the Hampshire Regiment (1/8th TF Regiment) 
and was killed in Gallipoli aged 26 on 12th August 1915 during the Landing at Suvla Bay. His body was 
never identified and he is remembered on the Helles Memorial. 

 



Herbert J Vickers 

  

Herbert was born in 1882 and his parents were George and Ann. They lived 
in St Mary's Street (the picture below shows St Mary's Street and was 
painted in the 1920s by W J Stamps the Headmaster of the Art 
School) and he had 3 brothers and two sisters. Unfortunately his mother 
died sometime between 1885 and 1891. He studied at the School gaining 
qualifications in clay modelling (1899) and, drawing in (1898 and 1900). His 
brother also studied at the School. 

  

Unlike most men who studied at the School Herbert did not follow his fa-
ther into the furniture trade but instead he trained to be a teacher. He at-
tended the teacher training college at Culham between 1902 and 1904. In 
1904 he started work at the British School in Milton Road, Wokingham be-

fore moving to the new Wescott Road Council School. In 1908 he married Bertha, who was originally 
from Thame and on March 8th 1910 they had a daughter called Marjorie. They were living in 16 Rose 
Street in Wokingham.  

  

He enlisted on 8th December 1915 and was killed on 29 May 1917. The 
Berkshire Gazette stated that, "The news that Mr Herbert J Vickers, or 
to call him by the name by which he was known in the Army, Sergeant 
Vickers, had been killed in France was received with profound regret, 
and much sympathy will be felt and expressed for Mrs Vickers in her 
loss. Thus has another life been laid down in this frightful War: a life 
which was valuable to the community, for Mr Vickers was a man of 
sterling character, who exercised a beneficent and character forming 
influence upon all the young people who came within the sphere of 
his personality. He was a man respected in everyway. The children 
loved him, for he was gentle, yet firm, in leading them and in teaching. 
On his leaving the school for the Army he was presented with a wrist 
watch as a token of their high regard. Sergeant Vickers was in the 
Royal Garrison Artillery and he was killed by a stray shell. He was 
greatly respected among his comrades, about forty of whom followed 
him to the grave. He is buried in Vlamertinghe Military Ceme-
tery near Ieper. 

  

The document signed by Bertha when Herbert's possessions were returned is repro-
duced below: 

 

  



Charles Robert (Jack) Watkins 

  

Jack was born in High Wycombe September 29th 1891 and his parents 
were Edwin and Henrietta. In 1901 they were living  Hammersmith but by 
1911 they had moved back to High Wycombe and were living in 59 Priory 
Avenue. He had an older sister (an art student) and a younger brother 
and sister. 

  

Jack began his education at Elgin House School in Shepherds Bush and 
then went to RGS in 1903, and left in 1909 passing both the Oxford junior 
and Senior examinations as well as the London Matriculation, and even a 
Bucks County Council Scholarship! In 1909 he also spent time at the 
Schools of Science and Art gaining more experience in art. His uncle was 
Mr Charles Edwin Skull - part of the famous Skull's of High Wycombe. 

  

After leaving school he worked as a designer in the Shops' Department of Messrs W H Smith and Son, 
Kingsway, London. Where according to the Bucks Free Press "he was held in the highest esteem. His 
work was extremely skilful and meritorious, and bore the stamp of marked ability, and more than ordi-
nary artistic perception." He set up the Pinwell Art Club (named after a Victorian artist born in High 
Wycombe.) He enlisted into the London Rifle Brigade 
on August 5th 1914, the day after war was de-
clared. He first went to France in November and 
within a fortnight was in the trenches and remained 
there almost continuously until he met his untimely 
death. 

  

He was killed was February 3rd 1915. Private C A M 
Piper (who would be killed on the 13th May 1915 and 
is listed on the Menin Gate) wrote, "I cannot say how 
sorry I am to have to tell you that he was shot in the 
head yesterday and to the great sorrow of all the 
section did not survive ten minutes. He was playing 
his tin-whistle in a dug out and I was sitting just out-
side making a fire. He said "My fingers are too cold, I 
can't get on with it" so he at once came out to warm 
himself. He did so, and in getting out just let his head 
project a few inches above the parapet, which was 
very low. I heard a thus and a little grunt, and he 
spun around and fell flat on his face. He never moved 
again and only breathed for about ten minutes. I am 
quite sure he never even knew what hit him and felt 
no pain whatever; it was a clean wound, straight 
through the brain ... It has come as a very great 
shock to us, as we were always a most united sec-
tion, and he was one of the most liked and respected 
members of it, and we have done everything togeth-
er for o long that the section was more like a happy family than a military unit." 

Charles is buried in the London Rifle Brigade Cemetery in Belgium . 



Reginald Charles Walter Wisdom  

  

Reginald was born November 7th 1895 in Whitchurch, Shropshire. 
His father was Walter Wisdom, who was a draper's manager and 
his mother was Ellen. Sometime around 1900 they were living in 
Wolverhampton and by 1911 they were living in Wisbech Road, 
March near Cambridge. He had an older brother, Ralph, and two 
sisters, Alice, who was three years older and Muriel who was seven 
years younger. By 1914 the family had moved to High Wycombe 
and were living in 126 Abercromby Avenue. On September 7th 
1914, aged 18 (although his enlistment gives his age as 19), he 
signed up in Fulham into the Bedfordshire Regiment. At this time 
has was working as a nursery man. 

  

He transferred to the East Surrey regiment and then to the Ma-
chine Gun Corps (55th). He was sent to France on 8th February 
1916 and was made a Lance Corporal on 1st May 1916. He was 
wounded approximately five months later receiving wounds to his 

foot and head. He was sent home  on 3rd July 1916 and officially discharged on 11th June 1917.  

  

When the school expanded in 1919 to train wounded soldiers he was in the first cohort. He helped 
carve the memorial cabinet and was especially praised for his work during the school's exhibition in 
1919 in the Bucks Free Press. He then went to work for Nicholls and Janes (who had moved into the old 
Widgington Workshops in St. Mary Street.) 

  

Unfortunately he died in the High Wycombe Cottage Hospital on 22nd April 1920 aged 24. Although 
his death was after the end of the war his head wound ultimately was the cause of his death. He died 
from a cerebral abscess and meningitis and is buried in High Wycombe cemetery. His father who was 
still living in Abercromby Avenue received his effects (£130 9s. 6d.)  

  

His mother, Ellen, died on April 29th 1932 and is buried in the same plot as is his father who died May 
7th 1934 Age 82 years. On June 13th Reginald's sister, Muriel, had an accident while cycling in Easton 
Street. The BFP on June 22nd stated "She attempted to pass between two vehicles, when her bicycle 
touched one, causing her to collide with the horse attached to another van. As the result she was 
thrown to the ground, and the wheels of a dust cart passed over her legs. She was taken into Mr 
Marsh's Dairy, and Dr Hobbs was sent for. On examination, Dr Hobbs was able to announce that no 
bones were broken, though both legs were badly bruised. The girl was afterwards conveyed to her 
home, and since the mishap she has progressed favourably." 

 



Horace Wright 

  

Horace was born in 1898 in Little Missenden. His parents were Horace and Ada Wright and his father 
was a chair makers and a Windsor Framer (associated with the making of Windsor chairs of which 
Wycombe was famed). He had a twin brother, Victor and two younger sisters. He studied at the 
School in 1915 and won a prize in the upholstery competition. 

  

He lived in Pleasant View, Holmer Green and volunteered for the Royal Naval Volunteer Reserve and 
was killed aged 19 on 3rd February 1917 in the Somme. His body was never identified and he is remem-
bered on the Thiepval Memorial. 



1939—1945 



Terrence Charles Battersby  

  

Terrence was the son of Geoffrey and Ida Mary from Aylesbury. He was part of the crew of the H.M.S 
Albatross. On 11 August, while off Courseulles-sur-Mer, Albatross was hit by a torpedo which inflicted 
major structural damage and killed 66 of the ship's company. 

  

His body was never recovered and he is remembered on the Porstmouth Naval Memorial. He was 20 
when he was killed. 

 

HMS Albatross 



Leslie George Brown 

  

Leslie was killed in an accident while on duty in England. He 
was a leading Aircraftman and was only 21 years old. He was 
the only son of Herbert and Elizabeth Brown and they lived at 
Hill House in Hammersley Lane in Loudwater. He died 
on 4th March 1944 and is buried in High Wycombe cemetery 
(section A1 grave 75). 

  

He joined the RAF in July 1942, previously to which he had 
been an assistant at the Wycombe Marsh branch shop of the 
Chesham and Wycombe Co-operative Society. He was former-
ly a member of the Co-operative Youth Club at High 
Wycombe.  

   

 

 

 



Ernest Buckland 

  

Ernest joined the RAF in January 1943. He lived with his parents in 
Fennels Way in Flackwell Heath. He was killed, aged 
20,  on 13th/14th March 1944 while on a bombing mission 
over enemy territory. He was part of a flying team for a Halifax 
bomber. He is buried in Le Mans West Cemetery.  

 

 



Leonard Frank Chapman 

  

Leonard Chapman was a flight instructor Royal Air Force Volunteer Re-
serve having reached the rank of Flying Officer. Having attended the 
School he then worked at Lords Cricket Ground before moving to the 
Gas Company in High Wycombe. 

  

He represented Wycombe Wanderers for four years and was a keen 
cricketer. 

  

On September 4th 1943 he was on a training flight in a Miles Master II 
with a member of the Turkish Air Force, Hakki Akarcay, when he 
was shot down and crashed near Cabourne Parva, Caister Lincoln-
shire. Lt Baak of 14./KG 2 (a Me 410 outfit used for Intruder/nuisance 
bombing of UK) claimed a "two-engine aircraft" at 0351hrs (German 
time) on 4 September 1943 at 200 m south of Lincoln. 

  

He is buried in High Wycombe cemetery. 

 

Note: Leonard’s sister married Harry Picton, the 2nd cousin of Ernest 
Picton (see WW1) 



Frederick George Coster 

 

Frederick was the son of Arthur and Charlotte and was a Sergeant in the RAF Volunteer Reserve. He 
died on 10th September 1941 aged 25 and was buried in Woodburn Cemetery. 



Leslie Harold Curtis 

 

Leslie was the son of Harold and Daisy and they lived in High Wycombe. He was a Sergeant in the 
Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve 44 (Rhodesia) Sqdn. He died on February 8th 1943 aged 21. His 
body was never found and he is remembered on the Runnymede Memorial. 

.  

 

 

 



Derrick Darville 

  

Derrick was the son of Richard and Florence and they lived in Cadsden (a village near Princes Ris-
borough.) 

  

He originally served in the Oxford and Bucks Light Infantry before transferring to the 2nd Battalion of 
the King's Own Scottish Borderers. 

  

Having undergone jungle training in India, the 2nd KOSB sailed with the 7th (Indian) Division to Burma 
in September 1943. They crossed into the Arakan, and took part in the critical actions at Ngakydauk 
Pass and in the ‘Admin Box’. It was during the this action on the 23rd January 1944 that Derrick was 
killed. He was 24 years old. His grave was lost and his is remembered on the Rangoon Memorial in My-
anmar (Burma.) 

 

 



Basil John Drinkwater 

  

 Basil John Drinkwater was killed on 17th June 1944 fighting in France near Caen with "C" Sqn. 147th 
(10th Bn. The Hampshire Regt) Regt. The Allied offensive in north-western Europe began with the 
Normandy landings of 6 June 1944 and then continued through France. He is buried in Banneville-La-
Campagne War Cemetery. 



Eric Walter Evans 

  

Eric was shot down over Munich on 8th January 
1945. He was 19 years old and is buried in Durn-
bach War Cemetery. He was in one of the 11 Lan-
caster Bombers lost over the raids on Munich on 
the 7th/8th January. 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Douglas Thomas Foulger 

 

Douglas was the son of William and Evelyn and they lived in Aylesbury. He was a Leading Aircraftman 
in the Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve. He was formally in the Royal Artillery. He died on October 
7th 1941 aged 20. 

 

He is buried in Weedon Methodist Chapelyard. 



 Roland Orchard Gower 

 

Roland was a gunner in the Royal Artillery in the 99 (the Royal Bucks Yeomanry) Field Regiment. He 
died, aged 20, sometime between the 24th and 27th May 1940. He is buried in Merville Communal 
Cemetery Extension in Northern France.  

The river Lys was the southern end of a deep but narrow area held by British forces at the end of May 
1940. Merville is on the territory over which were fought desperate rearguard actions during the with-
drawal of the British Expeditionary Force to the coast, for evacuation from Dunkirk.  

 



Oliver William Green 

 

Oliver was a Flight Lieutenant in the Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve. He was the son of Joseph and 
Alice of Whitchurch. He died, aged 22, on January 25th 1947. He is buried in Kirkee War Cemetery near 
Poona in India.  



Bernard William Harris 

  

Bernard Harris was training to be an architect when he 
joined the RAF in July 1940. On May 19th 1942 he was an 
air gunner in a Wellington sent to bomb the U-boat base 
at St. Nazaire (the base had been the site of the fa-
mous St. Nazaire raid which had destroyed the dry dock.) 

  

The Wellington left Elsham Wolds, Lincolnshire at 22.48. 
It was shot down by anti-aircraft fire over St. Nazaire, 
exploding into flames while in the air. All the airmen on-
board were killed and are buried Escoublac-la-Baule War 
Cemetery. 

  

His grave, along with others in the cemetery, will have 
been looked after by Louise Jaouen, a resident of La 
Baule, who dedicated all her time and energy to main-
taining the graves. With money collected secretly from 
the generous local people she provided a cross for every 
grave and a small monument, had hedges planted, and 
employed a permanent gardener to tend the cemetery. 
Her devotion to this work was later honoured by the 
award of the King's Medal for Service in the Cause of 
Freedom. 

 



Roland Harrison  

  

Roland Harrison was the son of Edward Albert and Matilda Ethel, who ran 
the Old Red Lion Cafe in Wycombe Marsh. He married Georgena and they 
lived together in 96 Mill End Road, Sands. Before the war he worked for 
Venesta Ltd in Wycombe Marsh and ran for Wycombe Phoenix Harriers. 

  

He volunteered into the RAF in April 1942 and was an instructor. He was 
killed during a training flight on July 24th 1946. The website 'Yorkshire-
aricraft.co.uk' describes what happened: 

  

At 15.35hrs the crew on this aircraft took off from Leconfield airfield for its 
crew to carry out a fighter affiliation exercise with a Spitfire. The aircraft 
flew in a northerly direction, met up with the Spitfire over Driffield and 
then owing to low cloud the exercises were carried out at 10,000 feet over 
the Scarborough area. On board the Wellington was a pilot (Roland), a 
gunnery instructor and three trainee air gunners. During the exercise the 
Wellington was practicing taking evasive action when attacked by the 
fighter, it was thought that the pilot of the Wellington was making such a 
turn downwards, believed to have been the last of the exercise, but imme-
diately after the last attack the Wellington went into a near vertical dive 
from between 6 to 7,000 feet from which the pilot did not recover. At 
16.45hrs the aircraft crashed into the grounds of Wykeham Abbey and 
while not catching fire it disintegrated on impact creating a large crater. 
All five on board stood no chance, they were killed instantly and the body 
of one of the crew was not found. The resulting crash investigation report-
ed that the aircraft had been reported as being nose-heavy in the weeks 
leading up to the crash, it was checked but was passed as serviceable. 

  

The investigation listed a number of previous incidents when the aircraft 
had been inspected. It had been used in the prototype bouncing bomb tri-
als and had its bomb doors removed for this. It was later converted back 
and on 1st December 1943 repairs were completed at Vickers factory, 
Weybridge. On 17th July 1946 it was test flown and rear doors found 
locked up. A day later on 18th July 1946 it was test flown and the elevator 
trim for level flight was found incorrectly set, the cables were adjusted for 
correct movement. On 23rd July 1946 it was flown by F/Lt Meikle, who re-
ported the aircraft nose heavy and the port engine was running slow. Extra 
ballast was added and the port engine revs were adjusted. On 24th July 

1946 it was flown by W/O Schwedoski, who reported aircraft was satisfactory but later that day the 
fatal crash at Wykeham occurred. The crash report concluded that the aircraft should never have been 
in the air on the day because of known problems with it. 

  

Roland was 25 when he died and is buried in High Wycombe Cemetery. 



John William Hartley 

 

John Hartley was a Flying Officer in the Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve (271 Squadron.)  He was 
the son of William and Violet and they lived in Stoke Poges. He died, aged 22, on September 21st 1944. 
He is buried in Adegem Canadian War Cemetery in Belgium.  

 

In the last week of September 1944, the Allies held the city of Antwerp, but the Germans held both 
shores of the Scheldt estuary, so that the port of Antwerp could not be used. The task of clearing the 
southern shore of the estuary was allotted to the 3rd Canadian Division, aided by the 4th Canadian 
Armoured Division and the 52nd Division. Their operations lasted from October until the beginning of 
November 1944; by 3 November the Germans had been cleared from the north-west corner of Bel-
gium and the south shore of the Scheldt was free. There had been fierce fighting for two weeks for the 
crossing of the Leopold Canal.  



Douglas Haig Hogg 

 

Douglas Hogg was a Pilot Officer in the Royal Air Force Volun-
teer Reserve, 144 Squadron. He was the son of James and Rose 
and they lived in High Wycombe. He died on April 18th 1944, 
aged 27 while flying over the North Sea. His body was never 
recovered and he is remembered on the Runnymede Memorial.  

 

Two weeks before he died he was best man at Mr Pountney’s 
wedding. Mr Pountney and his wife, Barbara, both attended 
the School. 

 



M Hose 



Walter Bernard Keal 

   

Bernard Keal worked for Davenport Vernon, who were a car showroom based where Argos is to-
day. He enlisted in November 1943 into the RAF and was killed, aged 19, on February 7th 1945. He is 
buried at Reichswald Forest War Cemetery (situated North West of Cologne.) It is thought that his 
plane collided with another and crashed near Winnekendonk in Germany near the Dutch border. 

 



Michael George Lamb 

  

After studying at the School Michael Lamb start work at Messrs C and C Wakefield near Beaconsfield. 
He volunteered for the RAF in March 1943 and was killed, aged 19, when the Lancaster he was in failed 
to return from a bombing raid over Kiel (which is in Germany near the Danish border.) The 
plane crashed into the North Sea and all the crew were killed. He is buried in Esbjerg (Fourfelt) Ceme-
tery. 

  



Ronald Walter William Mance 

  

 
Ronald Mance enlisted into the Royal Fusiliers and served in India and Egypt. During World War 2 he 
fought in Egypt and North Africa. 

  

He was injured in 1943 and returned to England and was transferred to the Oxford and Bucks Light 
Infantry, 2nd (Airborne) Bn. He was killed during Operation Varsity on March 24th 1945 while landing 
a glider. He is buried in Reichswald Forest War Cemetery 



Kenneth Gilbert Mullett 

  

Flying Officer Kenneth Gilbert Mullett, RAF, was part of an aircrew in 
No95 Squadron. 

  

In 1944, following the North African landings the allies swept the Ger-
mans out of West Africa. 95 Squadron, who had been based further 
down the West Coast of Africa in Bathurst (now Banjul), had also set 
up an Ops base in Port-Etienne (now Nouidhibou) Mauritania 
(approx. 1100km from Bathurst), in a joint effort with the French to 
launch attacks on the U boats and to escort troopships and convoys. 

 Founded by the French in 1905 
and named after one of their colo-
nial officials, Eugène Étienne (1844
–1921), Port-Etienne, or 
Nouidhibou, stretches along a thin 
peninsula running out from and 
parallel to the mainland in a south-
erly direction, of which the west-
ern side is part of The Sahara. Desert. It is now the second largest city 
in Mauritania and is the location of the world's largest ships' grave-
yard. The airmen based there referred to it as "Rag City", due to the 
amount of Bedouin tented encampments. 

 On the 5th of January 1944, 
the crew of Sunderland T/95 
were preparing for such a 
sortie. "At 1105Hrs, Sunder-
land T/95 was airborne on 
escort to O.S.62. Eight 
minutes later the aircraft was 
seen returning to base with 

smoke emitting from it and losing height. The aircraft failed to 
make a landing, exploding and crashed in the water just south 
of Cansado Point at 1115 hours. F/O Spinney (2nd Pilot) was the sole survivor. 
 
Apparently the starboard inner engine developed a fault and later caught fire filling the aircraft with 
smoke and fumes thus making it impossible for the pilot to see. 
P/O Phillips (Controller) who was acting as WOP/AG in place of F/Sgt Douglas (on sick leave) was on 
board, as also was Cpl Crate who volunteered to fly as a mechanic. Four of the crew of the crashed 
Sunderland T/95 (F/O Roper, P/O Phillips, Sgt Ewen, Cpl Crate) were buried in the European Ceme-
tery. Kenneth Mullet was recorded as "missing presumed dead" at the time of the report. His body was 
later recovered and laid to rest at in the same place. 

Items were made from the metal of the plane, which contained the message, "The plane was no sooner 
airborne than it exploded – killing all on board. Fragments of the plane were salvaged and made into 
mementoes of which this tankard is one. Sabotaged by the so-called Free French." (Vichy)  

His grave could now longer be maintained and there is now a special memorial to the five airmen who 
are buried there. 



Harry Neal 

  

Harry Neal was the son of John and Bessie Eveline Neal and they lived in Chesham. During WW2 he 
served in the RAF in 107 squadron. On April 1st 1942 he was piloting a Boston III on a bombing raid 
over France. It was hit by flak and he had to ditch in the channel near Dover. He was drowned along 
with a passenger in the plane - the two other airmen were picked up by a navel vessel. 

  

He was 22 when he was killed and he is buried in Brookwood Military Cemetery. 

 



Phillip George North 

 

Phillip was a Corporal in the 1st battalion of the East Surrey Regiment. He died, aged 23, on November 
24th 1942. He is buried in Beja War Cemetery in Tunisia. 

 

On 8 November 1942, Commonwealth and American troops made a series of landings in Algeria and 
Morocco. The Germans responded immediately by sending a force from Sicily to northern Tunisia, 
which checked the Allied advance east in early December. Beja was just behind the limit of the ad-
vance that winter.  



Harry William Owen Pigram 

  

 
Harry Pigram lived in Abercrombie Avenue and having left the School worked at Messrs R Howland 
and Co. (furniture makers in Denmark Street.)  

  

He volunteered for the RAF as a wireless operator and gunner in 1940. He was posted to the Middle 
East in 1942 and later to the Central Mediterranean. He was killed, aged 23, during air operations on 
March 25th 1944 and is buried in Bari War Cemetery. 



John Bert Pusey 

  

John Pusey lived with his wife, Francis, in Mendy Street (near the 
Eden Centre.) After leaving school he worked as a machinist at 
Messrs W. Birch (furniture manufacturers) as well as serving in the 
Bucks Territorials. At the start of the war he was mobilised and 
sent abroad. He was reported missing at Dunkirk, but in fact had 
been taken prisoner. After three days in captivity he escaped and 
returned to England. 

  

He was send again to France on D-Day and was wounded soon 
afterwards. He was sent to hospital in England and died from his 
wounds on February 16th 1945. 



Harold John Skelton 

 

Harold was a Corporal in the 7th Battalion of the Parachute Regiment (A.A.C.) He died, aged 20, on 
April 10th 1945. He is buried at Becklingen War Cemetery. 

 

The site of Becklingen War Cemetery was chosen for its position on a hillside overlooking Luneburg 
Heath. Luneburg Heath was where, on 4 May 1945, Field-Marshal Montgomery accepted the German 
surrender from Admiral Doenitz. 
 
Burials were brought into the cemetery from isolated sites in the countryside, small German cemeteries 
and prisoner of war camps cemeteries, including the Fallingbostel cemetery, within a radius of about 
80 kilometres.  



Harold P T Stratford 

  

Harold was the only son of Mr and Mrs P Stratford of Hill View in Down-
ley. He attended Downley Primary School before coming to the School. 
He enlisted in the RAF in April 1942 and become a Flight Sergeant> 
He was first an air bomber and then when the war finished was trans-
ferred to an air crew in the Middle East and Far East (38 Group 644 
Squadron.) 

  

"Ever since the Normandy landings, 46 Group had been involved in a 
"shuttle service" of ferrying freight to the front line and removing either 
wounded or freed prisoners of war to Britain. Although most of the ar-
mies were more or less static now that the War was over, Transport 
Command's responsibilities increased, and so 38 Group received orders 
to assist in this capacity. In addition to the transport of freight and pris-
oners of war, 644 Squadron also flew service personnel to Greece, North 
Africa and Italy." 

  

644 Squadron were then based 
at Tarrent Rushton in Dorset. On 
July 19th 1945 Harold was in 
a Halifax, a bomber, that was on 
a night navigation exercise. The 
intended route was westwards 
to the Atlantic then home via 
the Bay of Biscay but for some 
reason the aircraft swung south 
more than 80 kms from its in-
tended course. The cause was 
put down to a navigational error 

and a strong mistral wind. The plane crash, killing all seven on 
board, at the base of the Pic de Lampau on the Freedom Trail 
(a route used by escaping pilots across the Pyrenees.) The 
crash site still contains wreckage from the accident, along with 
a memorial to the men killed. A short service is held there each 
year. 

  
His body was recovered and buried at Mazargues War Ceme-
tery in Marseilles. 
  



Alec Sidney Titchener 

  

When Alec volunteered in June 1943 he was a furniture designer for Messrs Harvey-Attwood. He mar-
ried Miss Florence Widdicombe in 1937 and they were living in Beaconsfield. 

  

He was killed September 30th 1944 during night operations and is buried in Cambridge City Ceme-
tery.  



Kenneth Reynolds Austin Turner 

 

Kenneth Turner was a Leading Seaman in the Royal Navy. He was the son of Reynolds and Doris Turner 
of Butlers Cross. He served on the H.M.S. Quorn and died, aged 23, on August 13th 1943 from an illness. 
He is remembered on the wall of the West London Crematorium in Hammersmith. 

 

 

 

H.M.S. Quorn 



Norman Willingham 

 

Norman Willingham was a Sergeant in the 35th Squadron of the Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve, 
acting as a flight engineer. He lived in Ipsden with his wife , Mary. He died, aged 27, on September 3rd 
1941 and is buried in the Berlin 1939-1945 War Cemetery. At the end of the war graves were brought to 
the cemetery from the Berlin area and the great majority of those buried were airmen who were lost in 
the air raids over Berlin and the towns in eastern Germany  

 

On 2nd September 1941, Halifax I L9560 TL-F took off from Linton-on-Ouse for an operation to bomb 
Berlin.  It transmitted a signal indicating that the aircraft was on track and about to cross the enemy 
coast. They were thought to have been the victim of Uffz. Karl Kupfer of 3./NGJ3,  who shot down a 
plane between 01.15 hrs - 01.28 hrs over Kreuzbruch, 40 km. north of Berlin.  All five crew who lost their 
lives rest in the Berlin 1939-45 War Cemetery.  The other two members were made prisoners of war. 

 

Pilot: P/O. Douglas Fraser 88869 R.A.F.V.R. Age 19. Killed 
Pilot 2: Sgt. R.L.B. Beare R.A.F.V.R. POW No: 9569 Camps: 8B/L6/L4  
Fl/Eng: Sgt. Norman Willingham 922470 R.A.F.V.R. Age 27. Killed 
Obs: P/O. John Peter Boston Cushion 88456 R.A.F.V.R. Age 21. Killed 
W/Op/Air/Gnr: Sgt. Denis Slater 755528 R.A.F.V.R. Age 20. Killed 
Air/Gnr: Sgt. Arthur Henry Stroud 909968 R.A.F.V.R. Age 22. kIlled 
Air/Gnr: Sgt. E. Wilkinson R.A.F.V.R. POW No: 9597 Camps: 8B/L3/L6/357 





QUIT YE LIKE MEN 


