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Welcome to our outstanding school! Don’t just take our word for it, read our Ofsted report. 

Our #BeMore ethos permeates all that we do so that all staff and students make the most of every 
opportunity. We have excellent academic results, an extensive range of A level courses, a super- 
curriculum programme that extends students way beyond the exam syllabus, a PSD programme 
devised with the students to ensure that they are well prepared for life after the Sixth Form and 
an extensive range of extra- curricular activities to develop the many soft skills  employers will be 
looking for. But most importantly, we care. We know and support each of our young men as they 
complete their A level studies, grow and mature and prepare to embark on the next stage of their 
life. 

Teachers are friendly and approachable and as subject experts they help students adjust from GCSE 
to A level study and work habits. Sharing their passion for their subject will inspire you to work hard 
and open up to you a myriad of University and career opportunities. 

JHGS is recognised as having outstanding pastoral care. Form tutors, Deputy Heads of Sixth 
Form, our counsellors and the highly experienced SEND department are all here to support your 
individual needs so that you are happy and thrive at JHGS.

Joining the JHGS Sixth Form you will become an ambassador for the school and a role model to 
the boys in the lower year groups. There are a host of leadership responsibilities available and we 
encourage you to become fully involved in the life of the school. It’s the best way to develop your 
skills and talents, make friends and enjoy your time at JHGS.

I look forward to welcoming you to the  JHGS Sixth Form in September 2023. #BeMore at JHGS.

Miss Hartley
Headteacher

Welcome from the Headteacher 



Welcome to our Sixth Form

Caleb Andrews
Head Boy

A level study at JHGS is a new experience in which you are 
encouraged to take ownership of your education and future 
career pathways. During my time in the Sixth Form, I have found 
the emphasis on pastoral care incredibly helpful as making big 
decisions about your future can be stressful. By igniting existing 
passions and inspiring new ones, our community of energetic 
teachers help to broaden your horizons and to make future 
study and career choices that are right for you. The care and 
quality of teaching at JHGS allow you to fulfil your potential, 
reflecting that students who are both happy and captivated 
by what they are learning get the best results. Something that 
I hugely encourage for anyone that wants to maximise their 
potential is to #BeMore Involved. This part of our ethos is key 
to the development of new skills and your personal growth 
as you move through Sixth Form. I look forward to getting the 
opportunity to meet anyone reading this and am happy to do 
my best to answer any further questions you have about John 
Hampden.

One of the many highlights of my role is seeing potential 
turning into reality. I strongly believe that John Hampden 
offers a first class opportunity for young men to continue their 
development, both academic and personal, building on their 
performance at GCSE.  Our students’ proven record of success 
at A level is a result of their high aspirations, our highly qualified 
and inspirational staff and the energetic approach we take to 
making study in the Sixth Form a broad and fulfilling experience.  
Throughout their time with us, students are encouraged to 
take control of their own learning. This helps them build  their 
cultural awareness and character,  develop effective study 
skills and practise engaging in lively debate and  discussion. My 
genuine hope for any student who joins us at John Hampden 
is that he will attain the knowledge, skills and academic 
qualifications needed to unlock opportunities and experience 
future success.  I am very proud to lead this ‘Outstanding’ Sixth 
Form and look forward to supporting you in the next stage of 
your academic journey.

“Students are ambitious, confident, happy and kind… they relish discussion and 

debate…Pupils are proud of their school and, as one Sixth Form student said ‘the 

school shapes us and we shape them.’ ” 

Ofsted 2022

Miss Helen Burrow
Director of Sixth Form

We hope that the information contained here and in our separate curriculum booklet, combined 
with that which will be available at our Open Evening (9th November 2022), will help you in your 
choice of subjects at A level.  If you need further information, please do not hesitate to contact 
the school at sixthform@jhgs.bucks.sch.uk. 

To apply for a Sixth Form place, please complete our Online Application Form by Friday 9th 
December 2022. 

Please note, whilst we would prefer that this deadline is met, as it supports us in creating our 
option blocks, we will accept applications from external applicants up until Thursday 30th March 
2023. 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScCSBgWruU2VEOW9MomwqMVjsjpy3tclttWVHslC5c5EO128A/viewform


committed to working hard and responding to 
teacher advice settle into the school quickly and 
that the student body soon becomes a coherent 
unit with no visible distinction between existing 
JHGS students and those joining from elsewhere.

Your study programme
Our students have access to consistently outstanding teaching and learning experiences and a broad cur-
riculum designed to inspire the passion and curiosity required for their future success. To benefit from this, 
choosing the right A Levels and recognising that A Levels can be a significant step up is crucial. Our Sixth 
Form team and dedicated Careers Adviser work with students to support them in making subject choices 
which reflect their talent and ability, and also align with their career interests and aspirations. 

A Level choices

Students studying at JHGS enrol in a 2-year linear A-level study programme and can choose from a uniquely 
broad combination of 23 subjects which extend from the more traditional Maths, Science, Language and 
Humanities subjects to Design Engineering, Product Design, Extended Project Qualification (EPQ), Law (A/S 
Level), Music and Music Technology and Philosophy. Our full list of subject choices and A Level entry re-
quirements are detailed in our separate Curriculum booklet. 

Super Curriculum

Our students understand that it is only by going beyond their weekly lessons and assigned homework - 
through further reading, podcasts, lectures, educational visits, volunteering, study days - that they will 
succeed academically and reach their full potential. Students are expected to work a 40-hour week and are 
fully supported as they make the transition to planned and independent A Level learning. 

Personal and Social Development 

Personal and Social Development (PSD) allows students to develop the knowledge, skills and attributes they 
need to keep themselves healthy and safe and to prepare for life in modern Britain. At JHGS, we value the 
important role that PSD plays in safeguarding our students and community. The PSD curriculum consists of 
a range of topics including: Mental Health, Sexual Health, Study Skills, Driving Safety, Consent and Sexual 
Assault, Gambling Addictions, Diversity and Inclusion, Sexuality, Cancer Awareness, Law and Courts, Gender 
Identity, Drugs, Body Image, Harmful Content and Porn, “One Killer Punch”, Stem Cell and Blood Donations, 
and Misconceptions and Stigmas around Sex.

External entrants to the Sixth Form

Our excellent reputation as a centre for Sixth Form studies means that many students join us from other 
schools for Sixth Form. Our teaching staff and pastoral team are committed to ensuring that both the aca-
demic and social transition for these students is a smooth one. It is our experience that students who are 

#BeMore Knowledgeable

“Our Sixth Form mission is to support 

students in building the skills, 

knowledge and confidence that they 

will need to make an ambitious next 

step and a positive contribution 

to society. We want students to 

#BeMore, not only academically but 

personally - to embody the school’s 

ethos in whatever they do.” 

Miss Helen Burrow, Director of Sixth Form
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Fulfil your potential 
Our priority is to help students find and develop their talents and to equip them with the knowledge, skills 
and confidence to plan, make decisions about and navigate their post JHGS life. All aspirations for the future 
are supported, whether a student’s chosen path is to go to university, onto a (degree) apprenticeship or into 
the world of work. 

Tutor Groups

All students are assigned to a tutor group led by an experienced Form Tutor whose role it is to mentor, 
provide academic support and oversee our students’ well-being. Our Form Tutors meet their tutees for 30 
mins each day. During this time, students are encouraged to take control of their learning, giving them the 
chance to develop their cultural awareness, promote effective study skills and engage in lively debate or 
discussion. We utilise a vertical tutoring system, where students from Lower and Upper Sixth combine, as we 
believe this encourages cohesion between the year groups. 

Career information and guidance

Our Sixth Form leadership team and dedicated Careers Adviser provide support across a range of areas 
including UCAS, Admissions Tests, post-JHGS options and work experience. Each year we run a post JHGS 
Carousel Programme which covers topics such as choosing the right university and course, CV writing/
interview techniques, creating an effective personal statement, completing a successful assessment centre, 
university and student finance, presentation skills and effective social networking. The programme features 
interactive sessions with industry speakers and alumni. We produce a regular Sixth Form Bulletin designed 
to highlight to students and their parents/carers the university, apprenticeship and work experience 
opportunities available throughout the year.

Pastoral Care

We recognise that confident, positive and happy students are most likely to be successful and therefore 
make it our priority to foster student happiness within the Sixth Form community. We achieve this 
by developing positive relationships between staff, students and parents, providing clear and timely 
communications. We encourage effective study behaviours, ensure that student attendance and punctuality 
levels remain high and that staff are present and available, offering support with any mental health 
concerns, celebrating successes and ultimately providing a supportive environment. We place a significant 
emphasis on kindness, building confidence and developing the attributes and resilience they will need to be 
successful in today’s society.

Financial Help

The 16-19 Bursary Fund provides financial assistance to students in Sixth Form who need help with some 
of the costs associated with studying A Levels at JHGS such as home to school transport, study books and 
uniform purchase.  There are two levels of support for families whose household income is below £25,000 
per annum. Applications are assessed on a case by case basis and are usually made in the September of both 
Year 12 and Year 13. For further details and an application form, please refer to the JHGS website. 

Learning Support

For students already supported by our Learning Support team at JHGS, this support will continue into Sixth 
Form. Students joining us from other schools, who have previously received learning support are required to 
apply for continued support. 

Academic and supervised study support

Student performance is reviewed, discussed and reported regularly through formal means such as Reports 
and Parent Teacher evenings. However, we believe this is no substitute for regular and open dialogue between 
students, staff and parents. This is invaluable for identifying in a timely way where any intervention and 
support is required which might include ensuring students are taking advantage of Oxbridge and MedSoc 
support, drop-in sessions, mentoring or supervised study. 

Transition and induction

We recognise that the step up from GCSE to A level can be quite daunting for many students, whether they 
are internal or external applicants to the school. Our staff have a wealth of experience in supporting students 
with this transition and will be on hand to guide and help every step of the way. This process begins even 
before September 1st, with bridging work sent to all applicants in order to prepare them for the exciting 
challenges of their chosen course and to start the process of students becoming a true ‘scholar’ in their 
dedicated fields. 
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Enrich your JHGS experience 
We recognise that universities and employers are looking for more than just a set of exam results. Our 
students benefit from an extensive range of experiences beyond the timetabled curriculum both to help 
them enjoy Sixth Form life and to develop their social and wider life skills. Our ultimate aim is to support our 
students to become well-rounded individuals who make a positive contribution to society. 

Enrichment activities take place both within the school day through our range of clubs, societies and groups, 
as well as outside of normal school hours into the evening, weekend and holidays. The range of options 
open to students spans sports, debating, Duke of Edinburgh, charity and volunteering, TV/music production 
and more.  

Timetabled enrichment

Year 12 students sign up to at least one enrichment activity, which is timetabled once a week. The purpose 
of these activities is to broaden students’ experience during KS5 and to prepare them for their journey post 
JHGS. Activities taking place during the 2022/23 academic year include: 

AV Tech, Mindfulness and Wellbeing, MOOCs, Photography, Engineering, F1 for Schools, Horticulture, 
Oxbridge Preparation, MedSoc, Sports Science, Computing, EPQ, Sports Squads.   
Please note, options available will vary each year.

Leadership

Our students have numerous opportunities to take on new responsibilities and develop their leadership 
skills.  All students are encouraged to apply for a role on the Prefect team, which is not only an asset on a 
university/apprenticeship applications, but a chance to make a positive, tangible contribution to the school 
and wider community. Leadership roles vary from Head Boy/Deputy Head Boy, Heads of House, Men in 
Black, Sports Captains to Junior and Senior Prefects leading on a distinct aspect of school life such as: 
Safeguarding, Academic, Charity and Community. Many students also become mentors, supporting younger 
students as they journey through the school. 

Sport

John Hampden offers a strong, competitive fixtures list across a number of sports. Senior matches are played 
on Wednesday afternoons and a regular training schedule with highly qualified staff/coaches is offered to 
ensure teams are prepared for success in competition. Our first teams tour regularly. Individual athletes are 
also given the opportunity to compete for the school. In 2021/22, Sixth Form students competed in biathlon, 
cycling, tennis and table tennis events, to name but a few. We are proud to celebrate the achievements of 
our students and ex-students who have competed at international level in hockey in the 2020 Olympics, 
swimming at the Commonwealth Games, represented GB at table tennis and rowing and competed at 
national level in athletics, boxing and cross country. 

We understand the importance sport plays in our students’ lives and therefore athletes are supported in 
their commitments to their sport, alongside their academic studies.

#BeMore Independent

Cricket 1st XI and 2nd XI (April- July). Annual entry into the Reading 
Blue Coat Festival and the Bablake Festival (a three day trip to 
the West Midlands); regular fixture against MCC

Cross Country Annual entry into county, regional and national competitions
Football 1st XI Annual entry into county cup and ESFA competitions
Hockey 1st XI Annual entry into county cup, national cup and indoor 

competitions
Rugby 1st XV Annual entry into the Natwest Vase and a 

comprehensive local friendlies fixture list
Squash U18 A and B teams Annual entry into national cup
Swimming Entry into national competitions and local league galas
Tennis Entry into national competitions and local friendlies



Immerse yourself in Sixth Form life
#BeMore Kind 

At JHGS, we believe that the physical, mental and social environment all play a vital role in facilitating 
effective learning, developing a sense of community, creating a set of clear and shared expectations and 
enabling our students to take advantage of opportunities to present, lead, collaborate, be creative and be 
acknowledged. 

Facilities

Our new, improved learning spaces - including the Innovation Hub and Design Suite opened in 2021 - offer 
a modern, inspiring and collaborative space in which to work. Our Sixth Form students benefit from access 
to silent, quiet or social study spaces to suit different learning styles and curriculum requirements. Our 
students also have access to first class technology facilities including those to meet the needs of our budding 
Audio Visual experts and Music technicians. Our sport loving students benefit not only from access to 
comprehensive on-site sports facilities including a Cardiovascular (weights) room but also from discounted 
use of the nearby Wycombe Leisure Centre gym facilities and discounted access to any classes that JHGS 
hosts there. In addition, all Year 12 students have one PE lesson each week as a chance to play recreational 
sports of their choice.

#BeMore

Our #BeMore ethos develops the attributes in our students to be successful learners during their time at 
JHGS. These attributes will serve them well when they go on to University, the world of work and life. In the 
taught curriculum (lessons) and in the extra curricular programme we refer to #BeMore to help the boys 
understand how they are developing these attributes and the rewards #BeMore can give them. Students 
exemplifying the #BeMore ethos are recognised and celebrated on a termly basis alongside those who have 
demonstrated strong academic achievement and progress. 

Social

Whatever a student’s area of interest, there are numerous opportunities to get involved in Sixth Form life. 
Here are just a few examples:

#BeMore Involved #BeMore 
Knowledgeable

#BeMore Kind

#BeMore Ambitious#BeMore Resilient

House led activities/
competitions

Freshers’ Week and 
Leavers’ Ball

Sixth Form Big Fat Quiz

Charity Sporting Events RMS Leadership 
Conference

Vertical Tutoring

Wycombe Abbey 
Debating

Inter-school collaboration 
projects

Whole School 
Productions

#BeMore 
Independent



Achieve outstanding results Be part of our wider community
Our belief in the importance of sharing JHGS resources for the benefit of the wider community underpins 
all of our stakeholder engagement and outreach activities. Our Sixth Form students are encouraged to 
participate in these activities and those that do comment on the rewarding nature of the experience and 
how it broadens their knowledge of the experiences, requirements and challenges of those living in our local 
community.   

Outreach

John Hampden Sixth Form students have a rich history in undertaking outreach work as part of our 
programme to support our partner and feeder primary schools. Students in Year 12 have the opportunity 
to volunteer as a mentor to pupils in Year 5 and Year 6, where they are able to offer one-to-one supervised 
support with literacy, numeracy and reading. In addition, mentors have engaged in the wider school 
community of primary schools, running extra-curricular clubs and sports activities. Additionally, students 
support the activities hosted at JHGS within our ‘School Games’ offering, language discovery days and 
carousel experiences in STEM subjects.

A Level results 2022

In the most recent public exams in 2022 our students achieved excellent results.

Percentage A* Grades Percentage A*-A 
Grades

Percentage A*-B 
Grades

Percentage A*-C 
Grades

20.6% 46.6% 70.6% 87.2%

Destinations 2022

80% of students went on to their firm or first choice university with 90% going on to their firm or insurance 
choice. 

#BeMore Resilient

Most popular destinations this year (48) were:

University of Birmingham (10)
University of Nottingham (9)
Loughborough University (8)
Queen Mary University of London (7)
Nottingham Trent University (6)
University of Sussex (5)
University of Warwick (5)

Most popular courses include:

Science-related (25)
Engineering related (16)
Economics (9)
Computing (8)
Business Management (7)
Accounting (6)
Mathematics (5)
Psychology (5)
Sports-related (5)

CapGemini
Deloitte
Dyson
EY
GSK
Gardiner Theobald

KPMG
Pepsico
Pinewood Studios
PwC
Samsung
Zenopa

We have a growing number of students who decide to apply for a degree apprenticeships. Companies where 
they have been successful include:

“I am proud to work 

with our passionate 

Student Charity 

Ambassadors who do 

such a wonderful job 

of engaging our whole 

school community in 

supporting our chosen 

charities - both local and 

national.”  
School Counsellor and Charity 
Lead

Charity Fundraising

Beneficiaries of our charity fundraising last year included Flor-
ence Nightingale, One Can Trust, Royal British Legion, British Red 
Cross, Dementia Uk and MacMillan.

Other community activities

These have included: 

Bradenham Concert
Charity Fundraising
Primary Outreach
Sports Leaders
Primary Workshops
Language Discovery Days
Community Week - celebrating diversity in our community
Cultural/community leaders for lower school
Academic/pastoral mentoring - safeguarding training



How to apply
Internal Candidate External Candidate

Sixth Form Open 
Evening

Wednesday
9th November 2022

Students submit choices
Friday

9th December 2022

Option blocks created

Meetings with Sixth Form Admissions Team/SLT to finalise 
choices in option blocks

January 2023

GCSE Results Published
Thursday 24th August 2023

Mock results published
Advice sent to students/parents if concern over general entry 

criteria
During w/c 16th January 2023

SIXTH FORM INDUCTION DAY
Students start the new A Level courses

List of students’ subject choices 
to HoDs

Sixth Form Open 
Evening

Wednesday
9th November 2022

Online application forms submitted to JHGS by 
Friday 9th December 2022

JHGS sends for and receives GCSE grade predictions from 
present school

Early 2023

External Applicant Afternoon
Meetings with Senior Team/Admissions Staff

February/March 2023

Results Day
Thursday 24th August

Applicant calls JHGS to arrange meeting if results match 
entry criteria and must be avaiable to come in for meeting on 

24th/25th August 2023

Places are confirmed to successful applicants by
Friday 25th August 2023

SIXTH FORM INDUCTION DAY
Students start new A Level courses



What our students say
“We just wanted to say thank you for everything 

you have done for our son during his time at 

JHGS. He has really enjoyed his time there and 

particularly the Sixth Form”

“My son has been extremely happy at JHGS and felt 

supported by staff through some challenging times 

(at home). He is fond of the staff and has always 

spoken highly of them. An ethos of high expectations 

but that is not overly pushy/intimidating suits my 

son perfectly. We would happily recommend JHGS 

Sixth Form to any prospective parent.”

“ When I emailed my concerns about my son’s difficulties, it was 

followed up with a phone call from my son’s Head of Year almost 

immediately and further email correspondence to keep me up 

to date on actions taken; results of actions and intended further 

actions. The Sixth Form Team have succeeded in making my son 

feel ‘listened to, heard and understood’. My son is not generally 

comfortable opening up to people but he said he would go to them 

for further help and advice.”

“My experience at JHGS from the first day my son transferred into the 

school had been an amazing one. I could not have wished for anything better 

because I got the best. My son was cared for, nurtured, corrected when he 

did wrong, supported with his learning to mention a few. I worry about him 

leaving JHGS where he has received enormous support but I am reassured 

that the Sixth Form has prepared him for the future that lies ahead. I am 

really proud to be a part of your school community.” 

What our parents say
“Coming in as an external student I was expecting it to take me months to settle, but within just 

a few days the teachers and staff welcomed me with open arms and I felt like I had been there 

for years already. The teaching was extremely supportive from my first lesson with teachers 

willing to provide extra work and revision sessions if you are struggling. Everyone says that the 

jump from GCSE to A-level is huge and of course it is not easy but the staff make the transition 

as smooth as possible and provide such high levels of teaching. As somebody who loves sports, 

of course I was interested in what the school had to offer and the school provided various teams 

at lunchtimes and after school, ranging from Rugby to Swimming to Squash. There are also 

enrichment programmes which offer sports science and many other possible career opportunities 

depending on what you want to do as a future career. Even if you do not know what you are 

wanting to do, the school helps to find something you are interested in and channel that into 

possible opportunities for work.I would definitely recommend John Hampden Sixth Form for 

anybody considering it.” Year 12 student

“My time in Sixth Form has been a great. From learning complex 

theories from subject experts to the great pastoral care offered by the 

school, I couldn’t recommend JHGS more.” Year 13 student

“I think that being a Sixth Former at John Hampden is not only a joyous experience, but a 

privilege. The quality of teaching is extremely high and we are pushed to our limits during 

our study periods. There is a real sense of community amongst students and I’m pleased I 

chose to stay here to study for my A level examinations.” Year 13 student



Headteacher: Miss Tracey Hartley

John Hampden Grammar School
Marlow Hill, High Wycombe, HP11 1SZ
Tel: 01494 529589
E-mail: office@jhgs.bucks.sch.uk
Follow us


